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0 T many — * "Ee the IE lived + 
14 N Mr. Francis Clive, a gentleman, of. genteel ' 
fortune, and agreeable perſon; . he had been 
married the day he became of age to a. very a- 
miable young creature, of a noble . ve tho 
ſmall fortune, She poſſeſſed, however, a. number 
of admirable qualities to compenſate for that, ſin- 
gle deficieney ; ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, charity in 
its compleateſt ſenſe, and an ample, knowledge of 
practical cxconomy... By this lady he had;,a. ſon 
and a dau 7 and during the fits of, Mrs: Clive 
he enjoyed a large ſhare of happineſs and an un- 
blemiſhed reputation; but being deprived of rs, in 
his fortieth year, (his ſon only 7 his daughter 
twelve years old) he gave a looſe to the natural 
bent of his inclinalion: he had a florid complexion, 


of good bealih, and very. ng | 
- pallions, 
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"paſſions, and when left to himſelf ſoon Fr 
in a character the world little expected. His. fon 
Frank was, at this juncture, at Eaton ſchool, but 
made his father a viſit on the melancholy occaſion- 
of his mother's death. His young heart was moſt 
ſenſibly affected, and he had not the leaſt doubt 
but his company would be Acceptable, as well as 
eſſential, to ſooth his afflicted parent; in fact, the 
- father would have gladly diſpenſed with his pre- 
"fence, could he have found any decent pretext to 
have prevented it : hut, Gu was Impoſſible, 
he ſubmitted impatiently 10 this young ſpy's cop- 
tinuance (as he called him) during the month he had 
obtained leave to be abſent from ſchool: 
Mrs. Clive had about her, at the time of her de- 
ckeͤaſe, a very prelty young woman, the daughter 
ol an honeſt farmer, in the capacity of her maid; 
and ins ſooher were her miſtreſs's'remains/ com- 
9 acc to their primitive duſt, than an evil dæ mon, 
on of her maſter's heart, repreſented 
her a an object (becauſe amiable) worth the pains 
of feduQion. . If I can, ſays he to himſelf, pre- 
wail upon this young creature to continue with me 
upon the terms J shall propoſe, I may preſerve 
nees at ſeaſt for ſome Time; -1 -1' muſt not 
 thew myſelf till this boy is removed 4 however, 
it will not be amiſs to endeavour to engage her 
Toptiduance as my houſekeeper, as iby this means 
I ſhall be enabled to put my ſchemes into execu- 
tion.“ This old debauchee accordingly ſent for her 
into the parlour, when he and his -fon were at 
bbpreakfaſt, ſome very ſhort time after his wiſe's 
funeral, and addreſſed her in the following man- 
ner: Hannah, faid he, you ſee the diſtradtion 
my family is in, now my dear wife is no more : 
mit have ſome prudent, truſty perſon in the capa- 
_ *city of à houſekeeper, and could wiſn you to 


3 3 0 friends, and your own inclination, 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLfVE. 85 
Whether ſuch a charge is eligible. for you or not, 
and let me have your anſwer in a-day or two.“ 


Hannah curt! ſyed, and promiſed to mention it. to her? 


father and mother that very afternoon. He added, 
% you may tell them it is owing to the affection 
my wife bore, you that I make you the firſt offen 
The girl's friends were all of the undeſigning, con- 
ſequently unſuſpecting, Kind, and therefore con- 
ſidered this propoſal. as too advantageous to be 
rejected, and lamented madam's death, and the 
ggcod gentleman's loſs, in very pathetic terms. Han- 
nah returned, rejoicing that her continuance was 
approved of, as being miſtreſs or head of a fam; 
(which to her were ſynonymous terms) pleaſed her 
vanity. prodigiouſly ; and · Mr. Clive was no leſs ſa- 
 tisfied for gaining ſo material a point. 
This woriby parent was much-diftreſſed how to 
diſencumber himſelf of his great boy: he had. 


knew would be unayoidable, if he even removed 
him to the univerſity. The eſtate he was entitlete 

to was equal to ſupport one ſon, and pay. the for- 

tune of one daughter, without the neceſſary ad. 
dition of trade or profeſſion; but as there were no 
other means to obtain his abſence, he was deter- 
mined to place him in a merchant's. compting-: . 
houſe in London, where his attendance would be 
always required. That this proceeding might not 
have the air of premeditation, he judged: it beſt 
only to touch upon it ſlightly in this viſit, and ae- 
quaint him with his future intention, as opportuni- 
ty offered. „ ) TY 
A little time before the expiration of the T 
limited for his return to ſchool, his father aſked-; 

him, © what profeſſion he choſe to enter into? 

the ſon, ſurprized at the queſtion, replisd, 11, 
am entirely at your diſpoſal, fir ;?* „why, Frank 
reſumed the father, I have been conſidering, and 

1 80 3 indeed 
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WE 


indeed have experienced, that an inactive life is 


very inſipid one: commerce is an uſefut and re- 
putable engagement; therefore I could wiſh you to 


reſolve upon ſomething: it will not render your 


future poſſeſſion of the eſtate you are born to 


a jot leſs agreeable. However, continued he, 


perceiving ſome traces of chagrine in his ſon's 
countenance, there is no immediate hurry for 


* 


your coming to a reſolution, as any time be- 


tween this and your enfuing birth-day will be ſoon 


enough.“ The good young man with difficulty 
concealed his mortification, nevertheleſs aſſured his 
father, that if he would condeſcend to intimate 


the kind of life he could wiſh him to fix upon, he 
might depend upon his acquieſcence, as he neither 


had, nor deſired to have, a will of his own.“ Dinner 
being brought in, interrupted their converſation, 


and no more mention was made of it, till ſome 


months after his return to ſchool, when his father 


dear mother is no 
my opinion, both 


* ſignified to him by letter, © that, as he had cho- 


ſen to rely upon him ſor diſpoſing of him pro- 
perly, he had fixed upon Mr. Benſon, .merchant, 
in London, to whoſe houſe he might repair when- 
ever he pleaſed.” | "ws | 

This was very cold treatment of an only ſon, ſo 


indirectly forbidden coming home, and a place 


pointed out for his ſettling in town, without once 
previouſly conſulting his inclination. This beha- 
viour appeared to him in a very hard light: © alas} 
ſaid he, I find my father lives, but I alſo fee my 
ore. This proceeding is, in 
nkind and myſteriaus ; but it 


is not for me to pry into the actions of a man to 
_ whom I am indebted for my exiſtence, and ever 
good thing I enjoy.” He determined to follow. his 
father's direQions implicitly, and therefore, with- 
out attempting the leaſt expoſtulation, aaa I 


* 


Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. »: 
ly went from ſchovl to this merchant's family. His 
ſiſter was at the ſame time ſent to a boarding | 
ſchool. Mr. Clive had many reaſons for acting 
in the manner he did: he had but too well, ſuc⸗ 
ceeded in his deſigns upon the innocent Hamnnah,,, 
and the conſequence of their .intimacy was become 
apparent. He faithfully promiſed this poor crea- 
ture to marry her ſo ſoon as he could with de- 
cency, and when ſhe acquainted him with her 
condition, he again aſſured her would ſave both 
her and her infant from ſhame and miſery. Thus 
this unhappy woman was deluded with falſe ex- 
pedctations for ſome time, but, at length, her har- 
dened ſeducer thought proper to undeceive her. 
e Tt is high time, ſays he, Hannah, that you and 
I ſhould come to a right underſtanding, IT acknow- 
ledge I have praQtiſed ſome little arts allowable 
upon theſe occaſions to bring you to my wiſhes: 
depend upon it I never will abandon you, n 1 
provide a fecret a comfortable retreat for. youdu 
ring your approaching extremity: the child (if. it 
lives) ſhall be taken ample care of.” Ah] ſir, 
interrupted. ſhe, is this the utmoſt of your inte- 
tions? you taught me to expeQ a vaſt deal more.” 
„Tou are a good girl, returned he, but cannot 
be my wife.“ This was an unexpected blow, and 
down ſunk the poor Hannah, unable to ſuſtain it. 
Her maſter endeavoured to bring her to berſelf, 
without calling : ſſiſtance, but had the mortifica- - 
tion to find it impoſſible, He ſeated her there-- 
fore in a chair, and haſtily ordered the man {in 
whom he had ſome little confidence) to attend 
him. The fellow obeyed, and was greatly ſurprize 
ed to diſcover the cauſe of his maſter's impatience, / 
who ſaid; with viſible confuſion, ** fetch ſome. - 
drops, or ſomething, proper to recover this young 
woman, without betraying. it to the family.“ The 
fellow, gueſſing the cauſe of Hannah's il neſs, and 
„ A4 his 
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= his maſter's: appretienfions; inſtantiy ran teian apo- a 
thetary's,- and obtaining Wat was proper for the 
purpoſe, returned witti: the utmoſt expedition. Mr. 
Clive' was extremely alarmed: at the pbor wretch's 
condition, and began tb deſpair” of her recovery: 
bur John apphying the "ſpirits, whieh were very 
keen, to her noſe and temples, ſhe in a ſhort time 
revived: on finding this man a witneſs of her guilt 
and miſery, ſne relapſed ſeverał times: at lengih, 
however, being reſtored to her reaſon, ſhe! burſt 
into tears, andi declared; © ſſie never would ure 
vive the pubſieatton of her ſhame,” and curſed; in 
the bitterheſs of her heart, the author of her mis- 
ortunes: She then continued compoſed for ſome 
time, and again broke oukfinto vielent / exelania- ' 
tions, * oh] ſaid ſhe; how-+ittls did! I foreſee this 
dreadful hour! fool that 1 was, te flatter myſelf 
that a man; who could be eapabſe of forming ſurx 
baſe deſigns before his excellent wifè had been two | 
days ififthe grave; would Have either ſufficient ho- 
nour or conſcience to perform his promiſes to me: 
my vanity Has been the cauſe of my deſtruction, 
for had I not been blind; Þ never could Have fallen 
into this hateful ſnare. But; fir, continued ſhe, 1 
am not to be impoſed upon a+ ſecond time; help 
me therefore, Finſiſt upon it, to ſome potion whieh 


By — » 


may be the means of concealing my" ſhame, and, 

= gfhould my life be the forfeit;- I wilt freely forgive 

= you,” Her maſter endeavoured in vain to remon- 
frate with her; ſhe cried; I have heard too 

much already, and will not live to he pointed at - 

- for the wretch Lam: It is poſſible F may eſcape 

wich life, but if Ido not, my diſgrace and I ſhall. 

both die together.“ Mr. Clive intreated her to 

be compoſed; offered her very large ſums of mo- 

| ney; and beſfought her with the utmoſt earneſtneſs 

to fore-go her fatal reſolution. «© F never, never 

wink, returned ſhe wringing her hands, nor will I 1 

. „ 5 | quit $ & 
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Mx. FRAN CIS CEIVE. 9 
quit this room until I am furniſhed. with what 
Jrequeſt; I will take it inſtantly, and patiently 
wait the event.“ John was again diſpatehed te a 
neighbouring apothecary to endeavour to procurd _ 
_ the: dreadful; potion: the: journeyman was his par- 
ticular acquaintance; and upon. making him an 
handſome tender, he conſented to - prepare; him ia 
leſs than an hour a draught, that ſhould anſwen 
the: deſired purpoſe. He aecordingty delivered: a 
vial· to this truſty ſervant, and receiving bis fe- 
ward, fat: dowyn fearleſs of the conſequerice:; John 
had. been abſent three hours, yet found at his re? 
turn, this miſerable creature in the ſame ſituatiany 
and unchanged in her reſolution. He gave her hei 
vial, having firſt : conſalted his maſter, and ſne aſa 
fured him on receiving it, that if he wonld pro- 
miſe never to reveal her ſhame, ſhe would thagls-. 
him with her lateſt breath; this he engaged 
comply with, and ſhe immediately ſwallowed he 
dire remedy. In a ſhort time ſhe was ſeized wit 
convulſions, and continued in them without ane 
viſible intermiſſion for a night and a day, and them 
expired in dreadful agonies; ſhe was attended by 
the young fellow, who had prepared this borrid 
Medicine, who - declared that her: caſe, though ſhack» - 
ing, was by no means uncommon, as many per 
ſons had lately been taken off in the ſame: manner. 
The family were alarmed, her friendg exoeeding- 
ly grieved, but the cauſe remained a ſeeret for ma- 
ny years with theſe three villains. 
Mr. Clive ſoom contracted two vices, Which he 
was not naturally addi ed to, gaming and drink 
ing; but they contributed at firſt. to. baniſſs reflec» 
tion, and were: ſoon” eſtabliſned into guſtoms 3 
theſe practices he purſued for ſix years, 18, which 
time he mortgaged his eſtate, for pretty near its 
uimoſt value, and on the day. that. his ſon's articles. 
became woid, he Was begebe of; Biere and. 
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fortune likewiſe. He received the intelligence of 

His father's death from the ſervant John, who af- 
fected to .condole with his young maſter on the me- 
lancholy occaſion. The young gentleman haſten- 
ed into the country, and after defraying the fune- 
ral expences, doctor's fees, and ſervants' wages, 
found his whole fortune to conſiſt, only of three 
hundred pounds; yet with a piety, truly exemplary, 
he forebore the leaſt reflection upon this unworthy 
parent's conduct; and the day before his intended 
return to London, called upon a nobleman's Bro- 
ther in the neighbourhood, who was his god-fa- 
ther to pay his reſpects. The gentleman received 
him with the utmoſt kindneſs, and was not at all 
furpriied at the information of his broken fortune, 
as Mr. Clive's circumſtances and manner of life, 
were become notorious. He enquired into the 

. © young gentleman's future intentions, and Mr. Clive 

ingenuouſly acknowledged his deſign of quitting 
England. I have, ſaid he, a firſt couſin in the 
FEaſt-Indies, who has been fortunate in all his 
undertakings, one of my father's brothers left 
him about three years ago, ſix thouſand pounds; 
„ my father had diſpleaſed him upon ſome trivial 

1 gecaſion, therefore he took not the leaſt notice of 
4 either of us in his will. My couſin Frank has 
a great ſoul and bears me the utmoſt affection, 
we were bred to the ſame profeſſion, and poſſi- 

- «bly he may have it in his power to get me 
* into a compting-houſe abroad, when by induſtry. 
and application I may in ſome few years. ac- - 
«quire'a competency. I am not ambitious, ſir, 

continued he, a ſmall proviſion will content me, 

& nor-ſhal-I'-forget that I have a fiſter that de- 

E ſerves: my attention.“ Excellent young man, 
 faid Mr. Spranger, I am really affected by your 

piety and reſignation, and am extremely glad, 
that ay/opportunity- preſents itſelf of my being ſer- 
. 11 7 * | : viceabl 9555 
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MIA. FRANCIS CLIVE. 1s” | 
vieeable to you; my brother ſhall make your fortune 


| without your contending with thoſe difficulties' * 


which otherwiſe ſeem to threaten you, I am and 
will be a father to you, therefore keep up your 
ſpirits, and leave every thing to me. Mr. Clive 
modeſtly enquired in what manner this gentleman 
propoſed ſerving him; his friend reply'd, my brother 
is appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, he ſhall give 
you an employment both of honour and profit; 1 
know he is not yet under any engagements, Tf you 
Will. defer- your intended journey for a couple of 
days, T will introduce you, and put your expecta- 
tions upon a certainty. Mr. Clive expreſſed his 
gratitude in the warmeſt terms imaginable, and 
declared, that his conduct ſhould be ſuch, as to 
prevent his patron's ever repenting the honour and 
happineſs he might confer upon him. His friend 
engaged him to dine with him next day, and ſent 
him home with a joyful and grateful heart. 
My lord —— came down that very evening, am 

the good man did not fail to recommend Mr. Clive 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, touched upon his family, 
expectations, education, and diſappointments, in 
order to excite: the peer's compaſſion; but it had 
quite a contrary effect. His lordſhip declared, that 

he would have done the utmoſt honour to his bro- 
ther's recommendation, had the young fellow, 
whoſe intereſt he eſpouſed, been any other than a 


. 


merchant's clerk, but he feared the narrow ideas of 


a compting-houſe would but ill ſuit with the polite- : 


neſs of a court, My lord, my lord, replyed the  . 


pected from you. The perſon, whole intereſt T. 
would promote, is a gentleman both by birth and + 


generous Mr. Spranger, this is a ſlight I little ex- 


ceducation, and all the mercantile ruſt: he has con- 


1 


ttracted, is an integrity which, I dare anſwer for it, 


would remain unſhaken, even amidſt the contagion 
_ of. your boaſted court politeneſs ; if you would nat 
| 8 there⸗ 
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en give me reaſon to believe, that your ſneer 


= upon tlie merchant's clerk was meant as an affront 


to me: let me not ſolicit in vain ; I can aſſure you, 


you will: approve of him when you ſee him; hei 0 


extremely perſonable, and maſter of a pretty 


dreſs; add to which he is my god-ſon; FE have Lied 


his expectations to à very great pitch, preſuming; 
upon my wonted influence with your lordſhip, and 


itz is now in your breaſt, either to anſwer them by 


making his fortune and obliging me, or expoſing: 
me by a total. diſa ppointment. My lord, careleſsly 
nvirling an empty glaſs, replyed, you know, George, 


how much my heart is in your power, dilpoſe "Eh 


therefore as you: pleaſe : I have but few appoint- 


ments at preſent, and confeſs you have taken me 


in time, for, excepting my firſt ſecretary, I have 


not another engagement; what would you; wiſh: your 


favourite to be ? I will be modeſt, bret her, replyeds 


Mr. Spranger, and only intreat he may have the 


ſecond p'ace in your conſideration. I don't under- 
ſtand you, returned his lordſhip; why then in plain 


terms, replyed Mr. Spranger, let this young man be- 


ur ſecond ſecretary. 


Pne good nobleman knew it was to no e 1 
to trifle with his brother ſtedfaſt (as he often called 
bim from his generous perſeverance. in whatever 
c auſe he undertook) therefore replyed, you muſt 


allow me one condition; provided it is a reaſonable 


one, returned Mr. Spranger; then upon my honour, 
Teſumed his lordſhip, if your gentle youth is as. 
une xceptionable as you have repreſented bim, his 
huſineſs is done; to this Mr. Spranger aſſented, 


and the evening was concluded in mutual on hu- 
mour. | 


Mr. Clive's heart underwent-ſome naturabagitak. - 
tions of hope and deſpair, which interrupted: his. 
repoſe for that night. The next morning he was. 
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Na. FRANCIS TETVE; 13 
as his gloomy: appearance would admit-of, «a 
he arrived at n e gentle- 
man communicated: the kind ef- promiſe he had 
obtained from my Lord, which he faig he: conſider- 
ed as à poſitive one; for he had not the leaſt-doubt 
but his brother would be highly pleaſed with him. 
Mr. Clive's ſelf. love was not ſo ſtrong, but he felt 
an apprehenſive! pang at the cloſs of his friend's 
' ſpeech; which viſibly affected his countenance, and 
before he had! recovered himſelf, my lord use xpec- 
tedly dropped in upon: them. As this rencounter 
was merely the work of chance, his lordſhip was 

vaſtly: ſtruek with the genteel figure of this young 
gentle man, and obſerved him with uncommon 
attention. Poor Mr. Clive was extremely diſcon- 
certed at the peerꝰs particular obſervation, until that 
nobleman relieved him by ſaying, if this is your 
favourite, George, he may depend. upon. my beſt 
ſervices. Did I not tell you, replyet Mr. Spranger, 
with the utmoſt pleaſure in his countenance, that. 
neither gentility nor politeneſs was confined merely 
to a court. However, I thank you moſt ſincerely 
for the taking him under your protedtion, and turn». 
ing to Mr. Clive ſaid, “ I congratulate- you: on your 
appointment of ſecond ſecretary. to my. brother.“ 
Mr. Clive bowed very gracefully, but his voice 
could not be diſtinguiſhed-at that jun cture, my lord 
withdrew; and moſt condeſeendingly ſaid, - this 
new dependant, I-ſhall ſee you. at dinner, ſir. Mr. 
Spranger then entered into a particular enquiry _ 
concerning Frank's eirecumſtances, and told him he 
might look upon him as his banker ſo far as five 
hundred pounds, and his honour was all the ſecurity 


he required for a repayment when. he bad it in his 


power. A coach ſtopping ad the gate broke off 
their converſation, as, in a few. minutes, a gentle- 
man, one Mr. Elliot, his lady, and daughter enter- 
ed the e Miſs Elliot was in her: nineteenth 


year, 
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year, an extreme lovely, genteel girl: they dined - 
together, and poor Mr. Clive found on his returning 


home that the young lady's beauty and aceompliſh- 


- ments had made a very deep and ſingular impreſſion 


upon him; his heart was dilated by his good ſfuecefs; 


and conſequently more ſuſceptible of a tender incli- 


nation, than it otherwiſe would have been. How 


idle, ſaid he, is it for a poor man to be creating to 


himſelf perpetual uneaſineſs. It is but a few hours 
ſince I had poverty and contempt ſtaring. me in 


the face, and no ſooner has an unexpeQed piece of 
ood-fortune ſcared thoſe horrid ſpectres, than I am 


etting up a new grievance, which muſt be irreme- 


diable.” I ought not to think of this lady on many 


accounts. If the is, as I ſuppoſe, a perſon: of for- 


tune, that alohe would prove an inſuperable impe- 
diment ; if ſhe is a dependant, and I could even 
prevail upon her to beſtow Her hand on me, it 
would be but ſolliciting her to exchange one uncer- 


tainty for another. I will endeavour /to baniſh all 
_ remembrance of her, but ſurely there never was 
ſo charming a woman. He then ſat down in order 
to make his couſin Frank acquainted with his happy 
| eee to relieve him from the anxiety he knew 
he would experience on his account, as he had in- 
formed him the preceding week, of his father's 


death, and his contracted circumſtances. The next 


morning he took a journey to ſee his ſiſter, and 


made her an offer of taking her over to Ireland: 


She accepted the propoſal with the greateſt pleaſure 
imaginable, and beſought her brother to put a period. 


to her ſchool bondage, and permit her to ſpend. the 


for attending him. He complyed with her requeſts, 


aunt's, where he ſpent two or three days: At his 


departure 
br 


N 


"7. 


| intervening months with an aunt in Glouceſterſhire, 
| where ſhe would make every neceſſary preparation 


without the leaſt heſitation, and diſcharged: the go- 
verneſs's demands, and himſelf eſcorted her to her 
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Nin. FRANCIS CLIVE. „ 
departure he put a fifty pound note into his ſiſter's 
hahd, and begged ſhe would diſpoſe of it to the 
beſt advantage, for whatever neceſſaries ſne might 
ſtand in need of; and added, my dear ſiſter, I am 
maſter at preſent of but a very limited ſum, or you 
ſhould have no reaſon to complain of my generoſity. 
Miſs Charlotte expreſſed the utmoſt gratitude for 
her brother's goodneſs, and aſſured him he ſhould: 
not have cauſe to be diſſatisfied with her ceconomy. 
He immediately returned to a little lodging he had 
engaged in London, and found there a letter from 

Mr. Spranger, containing a very preſling invitation 
of his company, and deſiring he would make his 
houſe his home, during his continuance in England. 

A faint ray of hope darted upon his mind on the 
recollection, that poſſibly he might once more have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing Miſs Elliot, and as his ineli- 
nation diQated, he determined to accept of this 
gentleman's generous offer, Nay it appeared to 
him, that his refuſal might be conſtrued into negle& 
and diſreſpect. The little buſineſs he had in town- , 
was ſoon tranſacted, and he impatiently repaired 
to Spranger-Hall. His friend received him with 
evident marks of eſteem and approbation, and he” 
had the ſatisfaQion to hear, that my Lord was gone 
to ſpend three months at Bath, which agreeably 
exempted him from that reſtraint his preſence invo- 

. luntarily laid him under. A fortnight paſſed over 
without any thing uncommon happening, or the 
wiſhed for interview with Miſs Elliot being brought 

to bear; his conſciouſneſs prevented his making the 

| leaſt enquiry concerning her, as he concluded he 
ſhould infallibly betray himſelf, and forfeit by his 
folly and preſumption, the good opinion and coun- 
tenance of both Mr. Spranger and my lord. It 
ſeems the reaſon. of his happineſs being ſa. long 
delayed, was a month's abſence of that family from 
Eliot place on a viſit. | At their return a card ou! 
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diſpatched to Spranger-Hall requiring the companx 
of my lord and his brother to dinner the next day: 
Mr. Spranger having caſt his eye on the contents, 
returned a verbal anſwer, that. they would certainly 
do themſelves the pleaſure of waiting upon them. 
Now, Frank, ſaid the good gentleman, taking his 
ſeat, if I was not afraid of endangering: your heart, 
- I would carry you to-morrow to dine with the moſt 
agreeable neighbour we have; I have received an 
invitation for myſelf and brother, and, as he is 
abſent, if you- think you are proof againſt the 
Charms of a very agreeable lady, you ſhall ſupply 
his place. Mr. Clive's heart immediately ſuggeſted 
to him, who this agreeable lady was, he endea - 
voured to conceal his emotion, and replyed, I hope, 
fir, I ſhall never make ſo improper a uſe of the 
friendſhip you honour me with, as to imagine it 
authorizes me to play the fool. Young man, young. 
man, ſaid Mr. Spranger, interrupting ' him, be not 
too confident; this lady has had a number of 
admirers - amongſt the moſt ſenſible part of man- 
kind, and none of them beſtowed ſo harſh an- 
epithet upon their paſſion; however, your folly, 
added he, if you are taken in, be your puniſhment; 
you cannot but confeſs you were fore warned and 
deſpiſed the danger; therefore be prepared by two 
o'clock: to-morrow. Had Mr. Clive been aſſured 
the day he left London, that he fliould have had 


the pleaſure of dining with Miſs Elliot, within the 
| enſuing month, he would have thought himſelf an- 


happy being, but ſuch is our ſtrange nature, that 
f now there were only a few hours between him and? 
that happineſs; he ſuffered! the keeneſt impatience 
imaginable, and counted the tedious moments, 
Vvhich contributed to lengthen, inſtead of accelena: 
ting this really ſnort period So ingenious was he, 
and well ſkilled: in the art of: ſelf-tormenting, that 
he dextrouſly contrived to labour under a N 
. oubt 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 17 
doubt the whole preceding night; whether 
Miſs: Elliot was the lady rr Macs meant or 
%% T TEN DF Tome ee e TT 

He aroſe: next morning much earlier than his: 
uſual cuſtom; and endeavoured to reaſon | himſelf: 
out of theſe” boyiſh. agitations, as he wiſely. called 
them, but he found, in ſpite of his wiſdom, all 
attempts to ſubdue them were fruitleſs and in- 
effectual. The breakfaſt bell brought him before 
the unſuſpecting Mr. Spranger, who entertan em 

him with indifferent things, to all of which he wass 

barely attentive, until they retired to dreſs. Mr. 
Clive: had nat the vanity to even attempt retomj—ꝛͤ-„ 
mending his perſon, by common arts, but was 
rather more negligent than uſual, which, as it had» _ 
at leaſt the appearance of undeſign, was not without 
its: gracefulnefs; he had by the time his friend was 
in readineſs perſuaded himſelf into à poſitive belief, 
that it was Mr. Eliot's houſe they were going: to, 
and ſtepped imo the chariot with uncommon alert-- 
neſs, ' hut to the total diſappointment of all his: 
hopes, he diſtinctiy heard his friend give orders io 
the ſervant, to drive to one Mr. Johnſon's. It is 
impoſſible to deſcribe the extraordinary effect thoſe 
few ſyllables had upon his heart, ſometimes he was 
tempted to feign himſelf ill, and beg Mr. Spranger's 
permiſſion to return, then his imagination repre» 
ſented ſuch a. proceeding in a moft ridiculous light; 
he was rouſed from theſe. refletions by his friend 
telling him it was well they were going, and not 
upon the return from their viſit; for really, Frank, 
ſaid he, ydu have quite the countenance of a diſcon- 
folate lover. Mir: Clive was ſurpriſed into a diſin- 
genuouſneſs, his heart ſeverely reproached him for 
afterwards. © Ah! fir, ſaid he, not the living but 
the dead occaſioned the melancholy graces: you 
perceive in my face.” I thought you knew, 
replied his friend, that there are ſeaſons, 2 | 
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ſhould leave our griefs and concerns at home. 
Prithee clear up, added he, and do not diſcredit by 
ſuch a rueful aſpe& the handſome things my lord 
and I have ſaid of you.” Mr. Clive endeavoured: 
to brighten up, but his recent diſappointment was 
too great to be ſoon overcome, and he retained a 
truly tragi- comic countenance, until the carriage 
ſtopped at a little neat box, and on the ſervant's 
_ alighting, Mr. Spranger ordered him to beg the 


flavour of Mr. Johnſon, juſt to ſtep but for a few 
minutes, to the coach-door, as he had almoſt exceed- 


ed the family's dinner hour where he was engaged. 
This threw our young lover into a new dilemma, 
and revived in ſome degree his former hopes, not- 
withſtanding he laboured to ſuppreſs them, appre- 
henſive of a ſecond diſappointment; after a few 
compliments exchanged between the two gentle- 
men, and a meſſage delivered frem my lord by his 
brother, Mr. Spranger ſaid to the ſervant, on Mr. 
1 retiring: to ſome little diſtance, To 
Elliot's. Mr. Clive began now to think it in- 
cumbent upon him to amuſe his friend with ſome 
kind of converſation, and as no ſubject was ſo 
agreeable to him as his admired lady, he flattered 
himſelf he had now a fair opening for mentioning 
her, and forcing a ſmile, he ſaid, you might, 
ſir, have ſpared your kind caution with reſpect to my 
heart, for I have already ſeen the lady, and your 
heart remains untouched, retoried. Mr. Spranger; 
Mr. Clive heſitated. exceedingly in ſhifting about 
for a reply; well, well, continued his friend, you 
are not at a confeſſion, ſo conſequently not under a: 
neceſſity of revealing your ſentiments, but if you. 
have eſcaped whole once, remember the old proverb- 
and keep upon your guard.” „ 558 
They ſoon arrived at the houſe of Mr. Elliot, 
which was really a magnificent one. This gentle- 
man had four children, one ſon and three * | 
| py the 
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the eldeſt of which was Miſs Charlotte; her father's 
fortune was ſuch, that it was expected theſe ladies 
would have a very handſome provifion. Miſs Char- 
jotte was ſo far independent as to have twelve 
thouſand pounds, the legacy of a good old aunt, in 
her own diſpoſal from the day ſhe was eighteen. 
'The gentlemen were fhewn into an elegant draw- 


ing- room, where was Mrs. Elliot, and her two 
little girls, ready to receive them. Madam, faid 


Mr. Spranger, I thought to have taken the liberty - 
of introducing a ſtranger, but I find this young 
gentleman has had the pleaſure of ſpending a day 
in your company at my houſe, ** I think, replied. 
' the, T have ſome remembrance of him, but his 


being your acquaintance is a ſufficient recommenda- 
tion.” © You are very obliging, madam, return- 


ed Mr. Spranger, but I muſt, as I am a bachelor, 
take ſhame to myſelf, when I acknowledge this 
young "gentleman for my fon ; his mother was an 
amiable woman, and poor Frank had an infinite 
loſs in being deprived of her; do you find any re- 


ſemblance ? ** Upon my word I don't, returned 
the Lady, nor do I credit your fine ſtory ; you 
have ſo often impoſed upon me one way or other, 


that my opinion of your veracity is totally deſtroy- 
ed ; but ſuppoſing the caſe, as you have repreſented 
it, whatever cold looks I might think you entitled 


to, I ſhould by no means be blind to the young 


eee merit, for I have learned to diſtinguiſn 


o far, at leaſt, in this reſpe&, as not to confound 
the innocent with the guilty. Pray, fir, ſaid ſhe, 
addreſſing Mr. Clive, do you acknowledge this bold 


man for your father.” It is, madargy a title that 
reflects too much honour upon me, for me even to 
wiſh to diſclaim it.“ “„ Well ſaid, Frank, cried 
the honeſt man, you are a good boy. What think 


you now, madam ?*” © That you are a wicked in- 
ſtruQor, replied the lady, and have a very apt 
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pupil, in which light I ſhall conſider you both, un- 

til I hear what you have to ſay for yourſelves before 
Mr. Elliot, who is juſt returned, added ſhe.“ 
This gentleman ſaluted his gueſt with great po- 
liteneſs, but expreſſed much concern, at not ſee . 


ing my lord. My dear, ſaid his wife, we are in- 


debted to his lordſhip's abſence for a notable diſ- 
coverys. would you believe it, your worthy 
friend, of whoſe principles and conduct you have 
ſo often expreſſed the higheſt approbation, has 
introduced that gentleman as his acknowledged 


| fan, and the gentleman truly claims him, as an 


honour, for his beloved parent; I am weil con- 
vinced they ate both impoſtors, and plainly told 
them, I would wait your return for, their detection. 
Miſs Charlotte liſtened with great attention to 

this converſation, as he found her heart in ſome. 


meaſure intereſted in the explanation of it. it 


that is the caſe, returned Mr. Elliot, we ean 
have no hopes of working upon ſuch an hardened 
ſinner as our e denen 5-0 is unjuſtifiable t 
attack the innocent, therefore we muſt leave the 
unravelling of this myſtery to tine. 
Tou do well, my friend, replied Mr. Spranger, 

to give up à knotty point; I promiſe you we ſhould _ 
have puzzled even your ſagacity; Lam not his fa- 
ther, either by nature or adoption; but at once to 
prevent every ſlur your malicious hearts might. be 
inclined to caſt upon my tender reputation, hence- 
forth know him for my God-fon, his name. Clive, 
and ſecretary to my brother in his new appoint» - 
ment. This lady, continued he, turning to -Miſs. . 
Charlotte, is my inducement for wiſhing to ſtand 
fair in your opinions, as I would not have you 
think unfavourable of your intended ſon-in-law. - 
Poor Mr. Clive's heart felt this laſt expreſſion moſt 
ſeverely. He doubted not but Mr. Spranger be- 
beld this lovely lady with the ſame eyes and ſen - 
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of family, fortune, and merit, conceived it, paſſi- 
ble, that his addteſſes W r favoured by the 
whole family in general. O! .whiſpered his heart, 
how terrible is it, that the ſame hand that has 
raiſed me from the miſery of poverty, ſhould 
plunge me into a greater! I am mad, un- 
queſtionably mad, -for nothing but frenzy could 
dictate ſuch extravagant notions. Dinner was im- 


mediately ſerved up, the good humoured Mr. 
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Spranger was the life of the company, and ſeem- 


ed to be almoſt. idolized by this worthy family, 
with Whom they continued until eleven o' clock. 
Mr. Clive had paſſed the day (from his own re- 
flection) very unhappily.z he both wiſhed for, 


and dreaded the parting haur; he felt a variety dk 


new paſſions, gaining an eſtabliſnment in hia mind, 


which he had ever till then been a ſtranger to; 
pteviſhneſs, impatience, ſuſpicion and jealouſy, 
| perplexed: him to the laſt degree. On tas 

king their leave Mr. and Mrs. Elliot, in a very | - 


"Ne 


obliging manner, deſired they might ſee him often 


during his continuance in that part of the country. 


In their return home, Mr. Spranger ſaid a great 
many kind things, and repeated his aſſurances of 
an entire friendſnip. Frank, {aid he, I am not 
ſo light- minded as to be ſudden in my attachments; 


conſequently, when I am once taken, I am fixed. 


Every day you ſpend with me gives me ſome new 


inſtance of your merit, and I will aſſure you, your 


modeſt, unaſſumipg bahaviour procures you ap- 
pProbation every Where. I think myſelf. particu- _ 


larly: happy in having had abe power of placing you 
amſuch antadwantageous light, and doubt not, but 
ſhall dive 0 fee you a great man.“ Mr. Clive 


made a very giateful, but coneiſe rgply, and took 


occaſion to ſay how much he admired the familß 
dhey had juſt quited:: They are wen 
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'S ple, I affure you, ſaid Mr, Spranger, and your ſen- 
| "ſibility of their good qualities does honour to your 
judgment; I have had ſuch ſtupid lads with me in 


my time, that they have conſidered a viſit to Mr. 


Elliot, as: doing penance, but you have only an- 


ſwered my expectations in approving them. Pra. 
how "ar you affected with reſpect 8 my wife, A 


reckon her capable of pleaſing both the eye and 
the ear.” The maſk of night was on his face, 
therefore he replied with a, tolerable grace, I 
really think her a very amiable lady. Ah! re- 
turned Mr. Spranger, ſhe is a girl of ten thou- 


fand,. free from affeQation, pride and vanity, and 
poſſeſſes ſo ſweet and gentle a diſpoſition, as is 
ſcarce to be equalled : The others are promiſing a- 
greeable children, but they are only children, 


conſequently do not engage ſo much of one's at- 
tention. They were now arrived at the hall, and 


having broke into the morning, as Mr. Spranger 


phraſed it, they ſeparated immediately for their 


 reſpeQive apartments. 


As ſoon as Mr. Clive was alone, what a de- 3 
teſtable being, cried he, am I ſuddenly become, 
diſingenuous, envious and baſe. How am I impo- 


ſing upon Mr. Spranger's goodneſs of heart by a 


ſhow of gratitude, and a million of other qualities, 


J have not the leaſt pretenſion to; to-morrow 


morning I will undeceive him if my deſtruction is 


the conſequence; my good fortune ſhall not be 
built upon ſuch vile foundations, as fraud and 


"deceit ; how do I degenerate, continued he, from 
that excellent woman my dear mother, who fo 
induſtriouſly formed my then tender and pliant 
mind to virtue. I was not then run ſo rank, nor 
my depraved nature arrived at the degree of re- 


fractorineſs and baſeneſs it has ſince attained. 1 
will not, however, ſplit upon a rock with my eyes 


open, to-morrow morning ſhall ſave me from my- 
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"ſelf? With this reſolution he endeavoured to com- 
poſe himſelf; but paſt a very reſtleſs and diſagree- 
able night. In the morning his friend took notice 
of his altered looks; I hope, ſaid he, Frank, 
with a kind ſolieitude in his countenance, you 
are not ill.“ “ My countenance, replied Mr. 
Clive, is more ſincere. than my heart; I am 
really much diforder'd, but it is my mind, good 
ſir, not my body that is affected: you now ſee be- 
fore you the moſt wretched being upon earth, not- 
withſtanding the favours you have heaped upon 
me; my unworthineſs is my bane. Withdraw, 
ſir, / I intreat you, your good opinion of me, be- 
ligve me baſe, diſingenuous and ſelfiſh, I ſhall then 
ave the conſolation of not impoſing upon my 
eſt, my only friend.” Mr. Spranger was ſhock- 
ed at the wildneſs of his looks and expreſſions, and 
/ "endeavoured to ſooth him into ſome compoſure, 
be abſolutely concluded he was delirious, and as his 
hand was warm, took it for granted he was ſeized |} 
with a violent fever ; therefore gently adviſed him Th | 
to go to bed. Ah! fir, ſaid Mr. Clive, I again ©! 
aſfure you I have only a diſtempered mind; the 
lady, whom you ſo deſervedly eſteem, has drawn 
me out in my true colours, yet do not deſpiſe me, 
ſir, my preſumption is involuntary, but my repen- 
tance ſhall be ſincere. Iwill with your permiſſion 
purſue my firſt ſcheme, perhaps change of climate, 
and cloſe application to buſineſs, may repair my 
ſhattered reaſon, as I will there, fir, forget you, 
myſelf, and the too ee Mifs Elliot.“ Mr. 
Spranger's eyes were immedia 


ately opened; many 
circumſtantes occurred to his remembrance which 
confirmed bis opinion, that the young man was in 
love; be wok Em by the hand: Frank, ſaid he, 
I am really ſurprized at your behaviour, but I give 
5d u my *honopr I am not offended. It is my 
'own indiſeretion, or tather chance, that has 
a i brought 
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8 evil upon ou, and I am too  fonditle 


of the lady's charms. to wonder at the effect they 


| ahave had upon your young mind 3 but bear. it like 


a man; love is not a |patſſion that degrades, but 
.exalts our nature; you are joſt entering into life, 
this ſpur, if properly uſed, may prove advantage 
aus; inſjead of ſneaking · off to the.Eaſt-Indies, ſet 


about making your fortune in Ireland, NG have no | 


other bar to ſurmount, that. 1 know 
cation ,and-, morals are in my opinion — 
able ; why, boy, inſtead of turning you adrift, I 


ill be your friend and confident. I would.caſt off 
the underhand dealer, but your openneſs and — 


neroſity deſerve, and ſhall meet with encout 
ment.” Ol! fir, ſaid Mr. Clive, , your con- 
ſcenſion and goodneſs are aſtoniſhing, oy heſits- 


ting,) pardon me, dear fir, you ;yourlelf admire 
Miſs Elliot.“ © As a good girl, and the daughter 


of my friend, returned Mr. Spranger, no other- 


vwiſe upon my honour; could you conceive me, at 


my time of day to be ſuch a puppy, as to _y 
ambling after a blooming young creature, . 
with great propriety, might have been my 
daughter. No, no, Frank, it is your not 19 4 
ing arquainted with the character of yqur friend, 
that has led you into ſuch a ridiculous error; you 
Will be convinced; by and by that J have pretty 
near the ſame deſigus, and am conſidered in a fi- 
.milar light by every miſs of my. acquaintanee; 
love is a youthful inclination, but in ,age-merits;a 
' coarſer epithet ; come, my bqy, ation Wis this 
man, eat your. breakfaſt, and intruſt the ma- 
nagement of this buſineſs. of your heargeto your, Fi- 
val; Lpromiſe you, you ſhall be reed with bath 


candour and ſenity. You:muſt, however, ſubmit 
to. one condition. Mr. Clive promiſed an-implicit 
obedience to every propoſition. ( teady and ſlow 
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your compliance altogether ſo eaſy as you imagine, as 
you muſt engage never more to ſee or converfe with 
this lady, without my knowledge and permiſſion : 
I will feel her father's pulſe, and if T do not find 
him averſe to beſtowing his daughter in due time 


upon a riſing young man, you ſhall have my con- 


ſent to win her and wear her. Mr. Clive was 
unable to expreſs his gratitude, with the leaſt co- 
herency ; but he was eloquent in filenee, which 


was far more acceptable with the honeft hearted 


Mr. Spranger. This gentleman poſſeſſed a very 
large fortune, which not only himſelf, but his 
neighbours of every denomination enjoyed. My 
lord married his ſiſter, a fine woman, with a for- 
tune of ſeventy thouſand pounds; ſhe lived on 
two years after marriage, and dyed childlefs. It wa: 
appointed by her marriage ſetthements, that; in cafe 
of her deceaſe without iſſue, half her fortune ſhould | 
revert to her family, an advantage which the gene- 
rous brother had waved, though not abſolutely re- 
nounced ; he really eſteemed his lordſhip, and his 
lordſhip had a great veneration for money, fo' that 
the generoſity of the one and the avarice of the 
other, were in theit conſequence as Happy is the 
ſtrieteſt amity. My lord had credit at all times 
with Mr. Spranger, and Mr. Spranger had in re“ 
turn complaiſance and deference at all times from 
my lord: this good underſtanding remained un- 
ſhaken: for the whole courſe of three and twenty 
years. Let no one then hereafter dare to affirm, 
that conſtant attachment is incompatible with 'the 
hearts of peers, or peert with conſtant attachment. 
As to' the nobleman he was in the bloom of fifty 
three, graceful in bis perſon, and engaging in his 
behaviour; he was of an atnorous complexion, 
enterprizing'to raſhneſs in his genius, and deeply 
verſed in every ſpecies of artitice and diſſimula- 
tion. But to return, Mr. Clive endeavoured to 
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appear as ſatisfied as poſſible, though his heart 
laboured under much anxiety. Mr. Spranger, 
without making the leaſt mention of his intentions, 
took a ride over the next morning to Mr. Elliot's, 
with a determination to make ſuch propoſals on 
behalf of Mr. Clive, as muſt be acceptable; 

„ ſhall I, ſaid he, that have not one near relation 
to inherit my large poſſeſſions, let a deſerving lad 
pine away his beſt days in pain and miſery with- 
out attempting to relieve him; 1 know his want 
of this curſed money, will caſt an imperious 
miſt over his great merit, but it ſhall be diſpel- 
Jed; I have taken upon me the care of his ſpiri- 
tual, and will not negle& his temporal good; no, 
no, as he hereafter approves himſelf worthy, ſo 
ſhall he be conſidered by me, I will however, 
let him remain ignorant of my deſigns, until I 
ſee how he will make his way with trifling aſſiſt- 


ances. 


Mr. Spranger left his horſe a quarter of a mile 
from Mr. Elliot's houſe, and walking over, enter- 
ed with that friendly familiarity, that ever diſtin- 
guiſhes an honeſt, unreſerved diſpoſition. He found 
the whole. family together, breakfaſt being juſt 
over: © come, come, ſaid he, my -little friends, 
the air this pleaſant morning, will do you more 
good than ſitting here, beſides, I have ſome pri- 
vate buſineſs with your papa and mama; they 
roſe immediately: fir, ſaid Miſs Charlotte, muſt 
I likewiſe withdraw, © why really, replied Mr. 
| Springer, a man ought to conceal nothing from 
his wife, but I believe for once, I muſt break 
through a maxim I otherwiſe highly approve, ſo, 
my dear, on this occaſion, bowing hi mourouſly, I 
beg ou pardon, —away tripped the young lady. 
Mr. Elliot, ſaid the good gentleman, taking his 
feat, I am ſeriouſly come over this morning on a 
very ſingular account, and it is proper (as a fa- 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 27 
ther and mother ate equally concerned,) that you 
both ſhould hear 3 have to propoſe. I deſire 
the friendſhip and partiality you bear me may be 
waved upon this occaſion, and that you will weigh 
my propoſal as ſtrictly and accurately, as if I was 
an intire ſtranger. Mr. and Mrs. Elliot looked on 
each other with ſurpriſe, and Mr. Spranger pro- 
ceeded, It is neceſſary you ſhould favour me 
with one piece of information, however, before I 
open the caſe. Is Miſs Charlotte, for ought you 
know to the contrary, perfectly diſengaged in her 
affections. They both anſwering without heſitation - 
in the affirmative, : Mr. Spranger reſumed, & a 
great point gained. It is at the requeſt of a par- 
ticular friend, that I have undertaken this matter. 
Miſs Charlotte has made an abſolute conqueſt of a 
very ſincere young gentleman, whoſe heart, till he 
beheld her, was untouched, his expectations are 
genteel, his character unexceptionable, and if we 
can ſettle the preliminaries, we will leave the reſt 
to the young folks. What fortune, ſir, would you 
require in a ſon-in-law ?*? Mr. Elliot replied, Char- 
lotte's fortune, ſo far as twelve thouſand pounds, 
is intirely in her own diſpoſal, by the appoint- 
ment of her aunt, whoſe favourite ſhe was, I ſhall 
add a trifle to it, continued he, at my death; but, 
as I have other children, muſt make a proviſion 
for them firſt, anſwerable to Charlotte's legacy. 
I am not ambitious in my views, and would rather 
know my children happy with a bare competency, . 
than miſerable in afluence.” Sir, replied Mr. 
Spranger, you have now convinced me that no- 
thing is impoſſible, in increaſing by your ' preſent 
conduct, that eſteem and good opinion I have ſo 
long entertained, and which I had concluded was in- 
capable of addition; I will now communicate oy 
particular. My boy, whom I brought to dine wit 
. — 32 Fou 
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vou the day before yeſterday, is the youth in queſ- 
tion. His mother, as I then mentioned, was a moſt 
amiable woman, allied to nobility, though not ſo 
much in favour with that blind trumpet fortune 
as might have been wiſhed; his father married 
ther at a very early time of life, and was at that 
Period, (and continued till her death,) in poſſef- 
ſion of a clear eſtate of eight hundred pounds a 
year. She left him two children, this boy and a 
very pretty little girl; but he taking an unhappy 
turn to drinking, and ſeveral other extravagant 
vices, in ſix years time was ſo induſtrious as to 
dip his eſtate for pretty near its full value, and 

leave his children almoſt deſtitute. He placed my 
Frank at fifteen in a merchant's family under pre- 
tence of ſhewing him the world, but in reality to 
free himſelf from the reſtraint of a virtuous youth; 
Bis girl was turned out to a boarding ſchool, nor 
did he permit either of them to return to his houſe 
Auring his life, and kept them in a cruel ignorance 
with reſpect to his circumſtances. The young fel- 
low propoſed going abroad, but I prevented him, 
and have obtained my brother's intereſt and pro- 
ttection for him. I don't love to promiſe too large- 
P, but as I have not a relation I care a farthing for, 
except my lord, perhaps I may make him my heir, 
Þut be that as it may, he has ſhewn ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion of ingenuity and integrity, that if twenty thou- 
ſand pounds can render him acceptable with you, 
and his accompliſhments engage the lady's affec- 
tions, I am ready to ſecure that ſum to himſelf im- 
mediately. Mr. and Mrs. Elliot intirely acquiefced 
with this propoſal, and ſaid, they would prepare 
their daughter to Li him a proper reception. 
Mr. Spranger replied, as you know I am v 


| whim ical, you will not be ſurprized at what 1 
have now to mention; it is my requeſt. that this 
matter may not be revealed to Miſs —— 
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The inſtrument ſhall be prepared with the utmoſt 
expedition, that ſhall put it out of my power to 


retreat, let me be ever ſo wickedly diſpoſed. I 


chuſe not to acquaint: Frank, with either what 1 


now do, or intend doing for him. My lord, Iam 


confident will make a handſome proviſion for him; 
therefore, if you pleaſe, this twenty thouſand 
pounds, ſhall lye dormant, and receive the increaſe 


of the yearly intereſt it produces: they are both 
young enough to ſtay, until he has an eſtabliſh- _ 


ment;  befides, Tam a little curious to know the 


utmoſt depth of him, which would be impracti- 


cable, if we made him immediately independent; 


I will juſt ſignify to him that I have obtained 
your joint permiſhon for his viſiting at your houſe, 


and endeavouring to recommend himſelf to Miſs 
Elliot's favour, but that he ſhall give me his 


honour, not to mention that circumſtance to the 
lady, by which means we ſhall diſcover both their 
natural diſpoſitions. Vour daughter ſhall have the. | 


whole twenty thouſand pounds ſettled upon her 
and her heirs, and Frank ſhall be intruſted in ex- 


change, with the abſolute management of her 


preſent fortune, What ſay you, my friend, added 


he, to the old man's whim? | : 
They ſubmitted every thing to his direction, and 
he took his leave highly delighted with his pro- 


ceedings. At his return home, be found Frank 
in his ſtudy reading Plato on the immortality of 


the ſoul; the old gentleman ſmiled at his ſerious 


employment, but took no notice at that juncture 
of the viſit he had been making, but, as he was 
naturally communicative, eſpecially when he could: 


give ſatisfaction, he could not contain himſelf any 


longer, than until the dinner and ſervants were 


withdjawn, © Frank, ſaid Mr. Spranger, IL. have 


ſeen my wife this morning; O fye, what a face 


is there? I have likewiſe ſeen her father, and, to 
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relieve you at once from all your anxiety, have 
obtained leave for you to viſit at his houſe as often 
as you pleaſe; nay, further, continued he, you are 
permitted to fay every tender thing your heart can 
dictate to Miſs Charlotte, but you are not to in- 
form: her, that all this is with our privity and con- 

ſent, on pain of incurring both Mr. Elliot's and my 
_ diſpleaſure. We have hopes of - ſeeing you in ſuch 
a capacity as may authorize your, pretenſions to 
my friend's daughter, but remember your con- 
duct will undergo a ſtrict ſcrutiny, for it cannot 
be expected, that a man will beſtow ſo valua- 
ble a child as Miſs Elliot, but where he is con- 
vinced there is true merit.” © Of! fir, replied 
Mr. Clive, how ſhall I, —* if you think yourſelf 
obliged to me, returned Mr. Spranger, interrupting 
him, prove it by your aQions, and. do not trouble - 
yourſelf with making ſpeeches; I love you, or I 
ſhould not behave as I do, continue but to deſerve 
my affection, I ſhall conſider that as ample amends. 
1 muſt get yeu, continued he, to do me a favour 
to-morrow, it is to go to London to deliver a 
letter of conſequence for me, you may return as. 
ſpeedily as you pleaſe. Mr. Clive's heart was 
elated to a degree at the proſpect of enjoying the 
company and converſation of this lady, and he 
looked upon the injunction of his friend as a very 
ntle one, and eaſy to be complied with, though 
had it threatened 'him with the utmoſt difficulty, 
he was determined to adhere to it. The next 
day he arrived in London, and waited upon the' 
gentleman according to Mr. Spranger's directions, 
who was a man of eminence in the law, delivered 
the letter, little imagining how materially he him- 
{elf was concerned in the contents. That buſineſs 
diſpatched,” Mr. Clive was induced by the heart's 
eaſe. he enjoyed, to make his ſiſter a preſent to 
give her a chance for independance. Poor * ar- 
: | lotte, 
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* fotte, faid he, has nothing but what muſt be im- 
M mediately conferred by me, which to a generous 
>! mind is undouhtedly painful. A life of obligation 
* I could not brook, had I any other heart than my 
1 worthy friend's to deal with, be has the art of 


K beſtowing and reconciling you to the greateſt 
. bounties imaginable; with theſe ſentiments he 
* ſtepped into a lottery office, and purchaſed a ticket 
Y for his ſiſter, then immediately going to a coffee- 
| houſe, it being poſt night, he encloſed it in a 
K few lines, (having firſt taken the number of it) 
and ſent it off directly. He had not been many 
1 hours in London, yet began to be vaſtly diſſatisfied, 
| his time hung heavy on his hands, and he ſighed 
f for Spranger-hall, for many reaſons. He deter- 
8 mined to leave town the next morning, and 
| flattered himſelf Mr. Spranger would conſider his 
| ſpeedy return as a proof of his diligence ; but the 
old gentleman- was accuſtomed to look deeper 
than the ſurface. He went that evening to the\ 
play, the tragedy of Cato was aQted, and he found 
himſelf uncommonly intereſted for, and affected by \.. 
the diſtreſſes of thoſe illuſtrious lovers. He did 
not ſtay the entertainment, being unwilling to ex-' __ 
change the pleaſing though melancholy impreſ- 
ſion the play had left upon his mind, for the idle 
tricks and childiſh deception of Harlequin. The 
next evening he preſented himſelf to Mr. Spran-: 
ger, who told him he knew the magic by which 
he was attracted. The enſuing day Mr. Elliot's 
family made a viſit at the hall, when Mr, Clive 
feaſted both his eyes and ears ; Miſs Charlotte per- 
forming at the requeſt of the company ſeveral ex- 
cellent pieces of muſic. Three weeks paſſed over 
in one continued ſameneſs, the lady pleaſing and 
her lover pleaſed, without his having made one 
attempt to tell her ſo, when Mr. Elliot, in order 
as he ſaid to rouſe them a little from the ſtill life 
Ed „ into 
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into which they were funk, propoſed giving a ball 
to the young people of the country: Mr. Clive was 
of the invited number, but felt much perplexity at 
the bare ; apprehenfion of ſeeing Miſs Charlotte the 
partner of any one but himſelf, yet was fearful, 
leſt an attempt on his part, to ſecure that happi- 
neſs, might be dee med preſumption; he, however 
reſolved to conſult Mr. Spranger. Accordingly 
the day before this entertainment, eating their 
breakfaſt, with more timidity and circumlocution 
than the caſe required, he mentioned it to his god- 
father, This good gentleman replyed, I believe, 
Frank, you will never give me cauſe to be diſſa- 
tisfied with you; therefore you have a right to 
my utmoſt indulgence; it is not only agreeable to 
4 me, that you ſhould previouſly engage the lady, 
but I alſo highly approve it; it is long ſince my 
heart glowed with youthful inelination, or I ſhould 
not be ſo inattentive to yours, but you have only 
te intimate your wiſhes, and if poſhble they ſhall 
be complied with, I will take you over this after- 
noon on purpaſe, O!] fir, ſaid Mr. Clive, how 
amply is the utmoſt parental indulgence multipli- 
ed upon my head; how can I remember I am 
an orphan under ſuch happy circumſtances? In. 
me, I repeat to you, returned his friend, you ſhall 
eyer finda parent, you yourſelf muſt ſupply that cha- 
racter to your ſiſter ; when, added he, did you hear 
from her. I had a letter laſt week, ſaid Mr. Clive, I 
propoſe taking her over to Ireland with me, as we 
have many relations in that kingdom, if you, fir, ap- 
prove it. Frank, replied the old gentleman, I muſt 
be plain with you upon this ſubjeR, I think it will 
be; bighly improper for ſo young a man, unleſs you 
a wife for a companion and ſanction, to take a 
pretty ſiſter as an houſe-keeper, ſhe would be too 
muchexpoſed to viſitants of our ſex, and without the 
leaſt refleQion upon her prudence, ſuch a 1 
A mig 
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might be productive of very diſagreeable conſe- 
quences. The Iriſh gentlemen are enterpriſing by 
nature, and gallantry their chief charaQerifticy, 
they take their glaſs freely, and would be under 
too little reſtraint at the houſe of a bachelor, 
was your ſiſter at fuch a juncture to meet with 
only an affront, think what a train of ills yow 
might draw upon yourſelf, as a brother could not 
but reſent the fmalleſt indignity. It is therefore my 
advice, that ſhe remain in England, until a change 
in your condition. I acknowledge, fir, ſaid Mr. 
Clive, I did not ſee this ſcheme in ſuch a light as | 
you have now opened my eyes to; how ſalutary is. 
the voice of prudence to the young and inexpe=- 
rienced; Iwill write immediately to my ſiſter, and 
make her ſenſible of the impropriety of my pro- 
poſal, leſt ſhe ſhould! impute my flying off to ei- 
ther levity or unkindneſs; F would not hurt her for 
the world.“ Excellent young man, ſaid Mr. 
Spranger, but you forget we are to make a viſit- 
this afternoon; E ſuppoſe you would chuſe to make 
ſome improvement in your dreſs.“ © Neatneſs, ſir- 
ſaid Mr. Clive, Lam ſure you cannot diſcommend 4. _ 
Laim at nothing further.“ They found on their ar- 
rival a great deal ef company at Elliot Place, which - 
gave Mr. Clive a better opportunity of converſing 
with his admired fair: one. Mr. Spranger obſerving 
they were engaged in ſome little chat, advaneed, and 
addreſſing Miſs Charlotte with his wonted-good-hu- 
mour, As my daneing days are over, wife, if ou 
wilF honour our fon with your hand to- morrow, you 
wilt oblige me much, as I ſhall then be free from. 
every jealous pang; the young lady obligingly con- 
ſented; and Mr: Clive became in imagination the 
happieſt man alive. He appeared to much greater 
advantage than uſual, the ſatisfactiom of his heart 
viſibfy enlivening-his countenance, and alſo encou- 
raging bim to difplay his N undetſtand⸗ 
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ing on ſeveral occaſions. Mr. Spranger gave Mr. 
pr. Mrs. Elliot . ſignificant N Pike the 
young man, and they returned a ſmile of appro- 
ation. Miſs Charlotte informed her mama, that 
Mr. Clive had engaged her for a partner, and be- 
trayed a conſciouſneſs ſhe did not intend, by add- 
ing it was likewiſe the requeſt of Mr. Spranger, 
as if the thought what ſhe had done, required an 
£ y. The next day this lady appeared lovely 
to a degree, though unornamented, and the even- 
_ Ing was ſpent with much ſatis faction and decorum. 
Mr. Clive was unanimouſly declared the beſt dan- 
ver, a compliment he would not have felt, but 
from the hope that it would not be diſagreeable 
to Miſs Elliot, to have her partner approved. As. 


be conducted the lady to and from the withdraw- 


ing room, he had the courage to preſs her hand, and- 
_ whiſper, charming Miſs Elliot !-ſhe haſtily with- 
drew it, but it was apparent, ſhe was more ap- 
prehenſive of the company's obſervation, than 
offended at the liberty. They broke up at one 
o'clock, and Mr. Spranger, with the pride of a real 


parent, exulting in his boy's: ſuperiority, carried him 


Home.” Frank, faid he, in the fulneſs of his heart, 
you do pleaſe me prodigiouſly; and doubt not but 
you perceive it, notwithſtanding I cannot forbear 
telling you ſo“ The young gentleman! felt great 
Pleaſure in recollecting over and over the trivial cir- 
cumftance, with reſpect to Miſs Elliot already men- 
tioned; there was no diſpleaſure he would frequent- 


Tam perſuaded ſhe did not condemn me. He was 

certainly right in his conjectures, for Miſs Elliot's 
heart was in reality as well affected towards him, 

ns he could poſſibly have wiſhed. She trembled 
For the conſequence; alas! ſhe. would ſay, when 
alone, how little does my papa and mama conſidee _ 

weir daughter's peace, in ſo often expoſing Lag +4 
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Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. 35 
the company and converſation of the agreeable Mr. 
Clive? they would be highly diſpleaſed, if they 
knew the ground he has gained in my approbation, 
though nothing but abſolute inſenſibility could have 
ſecured me from what I feel. What his ſentiments 
are of me I know not, nor am I acquainted with 
his expectations or connexions, yet am Idaily, in- 
creaſing my good opinion of him, and conſequently 
my own uneaſineſs, without à poſſibility of my 
avoiding him, if I was ever ſo much diſpoſed ſor 
m. . 6 F ; #51, T6 toner ont 
Mr. Clive received à letter from his couſin 
Frank, which as it is a lively picture of an honeſt 
and generous mind, I: ſhall . preſent my readers 
with-it. a zl bo] £415 il | 


de. Dear Nan: 545 0 23:9 thier 
I ſhould be infinitely more concerned at the difs- 
agreeable circumſtances you labour under, had 1 
not the power, in ſome meaſure, of extricating you 
from them. Y-our father—but I will, for your 
fake, ſpare his memory; as it is for your ſake only; 
could be induced to diſturb the aſhes of the dead! 
Thank God I have ſufficient for us both, therefore 
intreat you would continue in England, until my: 
return, when you -ſhall ſhare my fortune and pro- 
feſſion. The dear Charlotte, ſomething muſt be 
thought of for her, but we will never blufh-iorr : 
account of negleQ in that reſpett. Depend upon 
me to the utmoſt of my ability, you kn-]N 9 you 
have an equitable claim; for had the old gentle- 
man, to whom I am greatly indebted, done you 
juſtice, we ſhould have. been upon an equality, 
without my being obliged to ſollicit it. ſhall be; 
over in either four or ſix months, the encloſed letter 
ic intended for your uſe, conſequently the more it is 
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© Tneloſed: » was a Fl FR of general credit upon ba. 
— Mr. Clive communicated this friendly 

| epiſtle to Mr. Spranger, who thanked God there 
Vas in the world ſo good a young man. We have 
uo need of his kind aſſiſtance; yet, added he, he 

| Has had an opportunity of ſhewing his goodneſs of 

f heart, and will meet with his reward accordingly. 
Tue time of my lord's return from Bath, now ap- 
proached, and Mr. Clive would gladly have been 
j excuſed continuing any longer at Spranger-Hall, bad: 
* not his viſits to Mr. Elliot's depended: upon it. He 
| had frequent opportunities of ſeeing Miſs Charlotte, 
| > and was convinced more and more from her be- 
| haviour, that he was not. diſagreeable to her. One 
afternoon in. particular by ſome chance or other- 
they. were left alone for two whole hours; they had: 
been reading in the St. James's Chronicle, and met 
with an extraordinary advertiſement in the name of 
A lady, ſor an huſband. © Surely, ſaid Miſs Elliot, 
this muſt be a fiction, I can never believe a woman 
cf character could be guilty of ſuch an indecorum.“ 
Madam, replied. Ms. Clive, there are many fe- 
male characters in the world, which Miſs Elliot 
dan have no idea of, as ſne is too apt to paſs that 
enüdid judgment upon others, which only herſelf 
aan merit. Vou may depend Wee thoſe ladies, 
Vho ſobmit to theſe public app ene — not 
i their power to chuſe from a number of admirers, 
the one they think moſt worthy; it is dene with 
3 as with a lady of my acquaintance, impoſ- 
. to behold them with. indifference, or h | 
win 


the neceſſity of having recourſe to ſuch indelicate 
means. You are very gallant, fir, upon m. 


word, returned Miſs Elliot.” Ahl madam, ſaid 


Mr. Clive, do not miſcal the true ſentiments of my 


beart gallantry ; my circumſtances lay me under a 


reſtraint; had J millions to offer, I would not have 
impoſed fo cruel a ſilence upon myſelf, but madam, 


continued he, my actions, my eyes mult have be- 


trayed me, and could I but flatter myſelf with the 


moſt diſtant hope of obtaining your approbation, on 


an improvement of my fortune, what a noble in- 


citement ſhould I have to puſh my ſucceſs in life, 


and ſhould not then doubt but every pecuniary: ob- 
jection would be ſoon removed.” Sir, replied 


the lady, it is owing to a want of knowledge of my. 
diſpoſition, that you lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon the ad- 


vantage of fortune; the man that with millions I 


ever could approve, deprived ef thoſe poſſeſſions, 


would ſtill retain my utmoſt approbation ; but we 
are got upen: a wild ſubject, and beg we may 
change it.. Pardon me, madam, ſaid Mr. Clive, 
F would not for the world offend you, but may I be 
permitted to afk you: one ſingle: queſtion.?” Mis. 


bluſh'd, but not oppoſing his requeſt, he continued. 
<. were I in poſſeſſion of ſuch a fortune, as would 


recommend me with your papa and mama, and 
could obtain their ſanction for an application of this 
nature; have I much to apprehend: from. Miſs 
Elliot ? C Sinee you require me to be explicit, ſir, 


returned this young lady, E muſk: tell, you ns 
mother,, 


without the ſanQion of my good father 


no perſon would ever receive the leaſt encourage 
ment, but I muſt beg, fir, jorge > PRES 
attempt engaging me upon ſuch. aſubjeR,..if. you 
really eſteem. me; you. would. not wiſh. ms. to fail 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 375 
vith them without loſing both · heart and ſoul. Had 

they Miſs Elliot's accompliſhments, added be, Win 
a particular emphaſis, they would not be under 
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in that duty and deference my relations are intitled 
to. © Far be it from me, madam, returned Mr. 


Clive, to entertain ſuch unworthy ſentiments, but 


one more favour and I never will again offend ; can 
none of your admirers boaſt of a preference in your 

opinion?” “ That my heart is free, fir, re- 
plied Miſs Elliot, I make no ſcruple to acknowledge, 
but You are not to infer from thence, that Iam 
incapable of diſtinguiſhing merit, or ſetting a juſt 
value upon it, when I do diſcover it; I now claim 


your promiſe, fir, and ſhall conſider a future breach 


of it, as an affront both to my duty and underſtand- 


ing.“ The peremptory manner, in which this lady 


pronounced theſe words, thoroughly convinced My: 
Clive of their ſincerity ; his philoſophy, nay his in- 
rity, received a ſhock ; and for the firſt time he 
felt the weight of that condition impoſed upon him, 
and too late blamed his ſanguine ſelf-dependance.. 
He was ſtrongly tempted to forfeit his honour to 
bis friend, in order to obtain his beloved miſtreſs, 
but the recollèction, that even what he then enjoy- 
ed was the reward of his former ingenuouſneſs, he 
determined not to deviate from thoſe* principles, by 
the obſervance of which his preceding actions had 
not only been regulated, but ſucceſsful. After a 
ſhort ſtruggle, he replied, madam, you ſhall be 
obeyed, but as-I deſire to live only for Miſs Elliot, 
ſurely ſhe will be ſo generous, ſo compaſſionate, as 
to remember at intervals, ſuch a being does exiſt 
for her fake.” The young lady was too prudent to 
make any reply, but intirely acquieſced with her 
heart. Mr. Clive's countenance was again over- 
clouded,. which was ſoon perceived by the diſcern- 
ing Mr. Spranger; and as the private interview of 
_ "theſe lovers, though in appearance accidental, was 
in reality preconcerted by the confederate parties :; 
he immediately imputed this ſudden change to ſome 
diſcouragement he had received, and took 1 
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is your vivacity in a ſecond eclipſe? how ſtaods the 


oung lady affected? I ſuppoſe by your acting the 
night with the ſorrowful countenance, you have 
met with ſome little repulſe: an abſolute one, ſir, 
replied Mr. Clive; the young lady declares, that 
ſhe will never liſten io any thing of this nature, 
without her papa and mama's ſanction. D. Gent: 


girl, ſaid Mr. Spranger, but could you not wheedle 


her out of this reſolution ; for notwithſtanding 'F 
myſelf was never expert at theſe matters, I have 


heard ladies are to. be ſoftened by gentle perſwa- 


fions.”* „ Then, fir, returned Mr. Clive, they 


muſt be ladies of a different caſt to Miſs Elliot, for 


ſhe has forbid my ever again even intimating my 


wiſhes on the penalty of never converſing with her 
more!: And were you not tempted, Frank, to 
forego the articles of agreement, mterrogated My. 
Spranger; be honeſt now, you ſhall not loſe by it.” 
<« Sir, replied Mr. Clive, I do confeſs I felt a very 
ſtrong temptation to fall from my integrity, but, as 
all my former ſucceſs was the reſult of that ſingle 
virtue, I determined not to forfeit it, let what 
would be the conſequence.” A brave reſolution, 
cried the delighted old (gentleman; and worthy as 
brave: Well, but Frank, added he, you muſt tett 
me how you intend to proceed.” Ah I fir, re- 
plied Mr. Clive, I cannot advance another ſtep 
whilſt your inte rdiction is in force; and would not 
expoſe myſelf to Miſs Elliot's diſpleaſure on any con- 
dition, nor- willi Lever act diſhonourably by you.” 
Then I ſuppoſe, returned Mr. Spranger, you are 
willing to quit the chace; Can that be an in- 
ference, ſir, replied the afflicted lover; rather do 
me the juſlice. to believe, I ſhall again endure ſimilar- | 
pangs with thoſe you ſo generouſly retieved me 
rom. 5. No wheedling, Frank, returned Mr. 


this 
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V 
this inſtant in your rebellious hear; my former ge- 
neroſity, as you call it, muſt aggravate my preſent 
cruelty, but have a good heart, continued he, we 
may perhaps find a remedy for this evil alſo, if you 
will truſt me to take two or three viſits by myfelf; 

for, unleſs I can diſcover by Charlotte's behaviour, 
that ſhe is really ſenſible of your merit, we ſhall be 
all at a ſtand. I would have this a match of affec- 
tion intirely, with reſpe&t to the young party; the 
provident ſhall be our care, nor muſt a ſhadow of 
reſtraint be put upon the lady's inclination; I would 

de cruel, Frank, as Hamlet ſays, only to be kind; 
© 8; alerts z this one material point gained, 

_ promiſe you, you fhall have fair play, my boy.“ 
continued Mr. Spranger, you think T am preſeribing 
hard lines, but I aſſure you, your taſk ſhall be ren- 

dered as eaſy as poſſible. f e e ee 

Mr. Clive was obliged to appear ſatisfied with 
this aſſurance, and was as much ſo in reality, as 
this uneeriain condition would admit. Mr. 
Spranger was not deficient on his part, he went 

/ over a couple of days to his friends, and was near 

carrying his jeſting humour too far. Miſs Charlotie 

Was ſo prudent as to be too much upon her guard, 

for even his diſcernment to make the leaſt difco-- 

very ; when firſt he arrived, he examined her looks 
with great attention, in which ſhe did not betray ei- 
ther curioſity ar concern. What, ſaid he archly, 
is the old huſband; welcome, though unaccom panied 
| by the gallant Mr. Clive 7 4 Had! my huſband, 
replied. the eautious maid, any reaſon to complain of 
lis reception before the name of Clive was knowr- 
te this family??? 4 80 cold; fair lady, returned 
Mr, Spranger, E ſind yout hearts are not kindred: 
ones, or ſympathy would not be wanting; but per- 
haps, added he, you are iuſenſible by nature, or have 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 40 
met with ſome preferable object to my poor boy's 

if either be the caſe, I ſhall have reaſon to wiſn he 
had never ſeen you. Poor Miſs Elliot felt a ſevere 
pang, but ſo ſtrong was her apprehenſions of of- 
fending her father and mother, by betraying any 
favourable ſentiments for this young gentleman, _ 
that affecting not to have obſerved Mr. Spranger's 
expreſſions, ſhe took up her work very compoſedly, 
which ſeemed to engage her whole attention. The 
old gentleman, nettled to a degree at the bare ſuſ- 
picion of his boy's being diſregarded by her, faid, 
with ſome warmth, I muſt take the liberty f 
telling you, Miſs, that Frank does not deſerve this 
neglect, for if ever an heart was truly devoted to 
any woman upan earth, his is to you, as too evi- 
dently appears by his preſent eondition.“ ' Miſs 
Elliot's ſpirits were naturally delicate, and this re- 
buke, added to the conſtraint ſhe had already laid 
upon herſelf, was too much fer her, and to the 
eat ſurprize of every one preſent, ſhe inſtantly 
ainted away. Mr. Spranger was in the utmoſt 
conſternation and concern at this accident, and 
could only repeat ſeveral times, who could have ex- 
pected this? good God who could have expected 
this? The lady ſoon recovered, and begged to be 
permitted to retire, but Mr. Spranger inſiſted upon 


it, their ſchemes ſhould be kept no longer ſecret; 


accordingly, at his requeſt, every circumſtance was 
revealed, except the twenty thouſand pounds; me 
reaſon the old gentleman aſſign'd for this conceal- 
ment afterwards was, that a good wife, and ſuch - 
he was perſuaded Miſs Charlotte would prove, 

could not forbear communicating all ſne knew 0 
her huſband, Miſs Elliot was extremely aſtonithed- 
at their proceedings, and thought it = little hard 
that ſuch a trap ſhould have been laid for her, but 
the encomiums they all beſtowed upon her duty and 
prudence, leſſened her mortification, << Hons 
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ſaid Mr. Spranger, that I have had my humour 

out, the pretty dears, tapping Miſs Charlotte's 
cheek, ſhall not be any more teazed, but have the 

liberty of ſaying all the tender things imaginable to 
each other without let or moleſtation ; I'll aſſure 
you, continued he, addreſſing the young a the 
old man was piqued at your ſeeming inſenſibility. 

But I fancy you have no objection now papa and 

mama approve it, to receiving Frank's viſits.” I 

_ confeſs, fir, ſaid Miſs Elliot, the gentleman has 

ſome ſhare in my good opinion, but whether that 
was, or was not the caſe, I hope I never ſhould- 
prove diſobedient to my papa and mama's com- 
mands. We are ſatisfied, returned Mr. Spranger, 

that you are a good girl, but is it not an agreeable- 

- circumſtance, when duty and inclination go hand 
in hand; I don't mean to diſtreſs you, added he, 
perceiving ſhe was at a loſs for a reply, it is only 
your lover that has a right to be informed in this 
particular. I had beſt haſten home and ſet the poor 

lad's heart at reſt, and am thankful, continued he, 
addreſſing Mr. and Mrs. Elliot, that my time of 
day for theſe things is over ; for as one cannot for- 

bear ſmiling at youth, when caught in the blind 
deity's ſnare: old age, under the affeQation of ſuch 
ſoft entanglements, muſt be abſolutely ridiculous : 
good by to you all; what glad tidings I ſhall” bear 
to your: love, whiſper'd he, as he ſtepped: into the 
coach, his heart overflowing with generous ſatis- 
faction; now, ſaid he, as he returned, who can 
ſay I have lived in vain? that common reflection 
upon old bachelors; I have been the inſtrument of 
happineſs to two worthy young creatures, and inten- 
tionally never gave pain to any one. This laſt ac- 
tion I ſhall ever. contragulate myſelf for, and ſhall 

-heneeforth, as they ſhall experience in du time, 
conſider them as my own children, Mr. Clive 
was ignorant of this viſit, and had received in his 

. 8 friend's 


+. . 
2 
L 
* Ny © ff; 
(Bs #4 > Tha 
* 


WF. wh 


Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. 43 


friend's abſence a letter from his ſiſter, containing 


the pleaſing information of her ticket's being come 
up two thouſand pounds, one of which ſhe. preſſed 


him with great earneſtneſs to accept of; this account 


had raiſed his ſpirits exceedingly; and as ſuch an ap- 
pearance was unexpected by Mr. Spranger, it, in 
ſome meaſure, abated the pleaſure he had promiſed 
himſelf in being the meſſenger of good news. 


& Sir, ſaid the generous youth, ſo ſoon as he en- 


tered the parlour, I have juſt received a piece of 
intelligence, that has made me extremely happy; 
theſe few lines, if you will take the trouble of per- 
uſing them, will inform you of the cauſe.” Mr. 


Spranger examined them with an impatient curio- 


ſity, for he was half offended by his diſappointment ; 
but clearing up immediately, he returned the letter, 
ſaying, I am too haſty, Frank, I confeſs in my 
judgment, but beg your pardon for only injuring 
you in thought. The pleaſure you feel upon this 
occaſion, is noble, is laudable and I highly approve 
you for it; you know the old ſaying, continued he, 
that one misfortune ſeldom comes alone; it is re- 


verſed with reſpe& to you. I have been over this 


32 to Mr. Elliot's, in order to bring the bu- 
ſineſs of your heart to a concluſion, and was re- 
turned brimful of ſucceſsful intelligence. I cannot 
ſay, but I was a little hurt, to find your diſpoſition 
ſo changed, as your countenance viſibly denoted, 
previous to my information. I was within an ace 
of bringing my ſchemes to an ugly cataſtrophe, in 
too curiouſly prying into inclinations and ſentiments ; 
I blundered about you, until poor Charlotte made 
an ample diſcovery of her affection for you by 

fainting away.” Good God | interrupted Mr. 
Clive, I hope the lady is“ “ Very well I aſſure 
you, returned Mr. Spranger, and with the united 
conſent of herſelf and family, very much at your 


| ſervice,” Mr. Clive made many handſome acknow- 


. ledgments 


44 us LIFE or 
ledgments for the kind concern Mr. Spranger took 
in his affairs, and added, I may now, fir, flatter 


myſelf-with obtaining by your generous means, 
what is a thouſand times more valuable to me than 
any other bleſſing of life, or even life itſelf.” Mr. 
Spranger then enquired; if there were no letters 
for him. Mr. Clive replied, there was one from 
Bath, and begged pardon for his remiſſneſs in not 


delivering it ſooner. © I can eaſily excuſe you, re- 


turned the honeſt gentleman, you have only aQed 
a natural part, and I prefer natural to artificial 
dealing in every reſpect. He then read his lord- 


ſhip's epiſtle, which mentioned his intention of 


viſiting Spranger-Hall in three days, and deſiring 
him ta inform his favourite, that he had but fix 
weeks longer to continue in England. This was a 
thunder clap ta Mr. Clive, hut Mr. Spranger faw it 
in a different light ; Six weeks, he ſaid, was a 
ſufficient time for Miſs Elliot and him to come to a 
right underſtanding, and then the pleaſure of cor- 
reſponding would allay the pain of abſence.“ Ob- 
ſerving ſome tokens of dejection in Mr. Clive's 


looks, why, continued he, ſurely, it is early e- 


nough three years hence for you to be dubbed 
Benedict; you could not expe& to carry off the 
lady upon ſo ſhort an acquaintance ; no, no, added 
he, you neither of you know your own minds at 
preſent, and, with my conſent, no marrying in 
haſte, you know what the poet ſays is the reſult. 
A few years will confirm your eſteem, and eſteem 
is the ground-work of happineſs; for as for this firſt 
paſſion, called love, it is but a flight, a vapour, 


very well for boys and girls to flutter with a little 

While, but is no ſecurity for either felicity or per - 

manent affedtion. Five and twenty is, with youth, 
the firſt judicious period; all before is romantic and 
ſuperſicial.“ How little fo ever Mr. Clive might 


Arine, he was obliged to receive it 2 
' Or thodox, 
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orthodox, he knew it would be in vain to remon- 
ſtrate and therefone wiſely | reſolved! to reconcile 
himſelf to the humour of his friend without a 
murmur. My lord's return was to him a very un- 
pleaſing cireumſtance, as he knew his preſence muſt 
inevitably lay him under ſome reſtraint; but as he 
could not reaſonably expect an exemption from 
every martification, he bla med himſelf for ſuffering 
ſuch light evils: te affect him: he had. the pleaſure 
of feeing and converſing with Miſs Elliot in that 
ample manner Mr. Spranger had promiſed him, and 
met with the utmoſt, modeſt encouragement his 

heart could wViſ rn. To © N 
At length, my lord arrived, and on Mr. Clive's 
ſaluting him with a reſpectful bow, he affected not 
to have the leaſt knowledge of him. Why, 
brother, cried the open-hearted Mr. Spranger, you 
can't have forgot your ſecretary. My lord made 
a ſlight apology and added, I have ſeen ſuch a 
multiplicity of faces, ſince L left Spranger-Hall, that 
it is impoſſible I ſhould retain a remembrance of any 
other than thoſe I am perfectly acquainted with. 
Mr. Spranger longed to communicate his late pro- 
| ceeding to my lord; for ſuch: was his diſpoſition, as 
to receive an additional ſatisfaQion, from imparting. 
whatever gave him pleaſure; accordingly, as-ſoon 
as the buſtle of my lord's trunks and retinue began 
to ſubſide, © I have ſome news for you, brother, 
ſaid he, my Frank, is in a fair way of becoming a 
very near relation of our good friend Mr. Elliot.“ 


« The devil! retorted his lordſhip, with, great 
vehemence ; Elliot can never be ſo infatuated as to 


beſtow: twelve thouſand pounds, and ſuch- a-lavely 


girl, upon a beggar.“ My lord! replied the 
aſtoniſhed: and mortified Mr. Spranger, Mr. Clive 
was not born to. beggarly expectations, and, not- 
withſtanding he has been reduced by the uoliappy 
conduct of his relations to ſome difficulties, : he has, 


never= _.2 
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nevertheleſs, a friend that can make him an equal 
match for Miſs Elliot.“ I J underſtand you, bro- 
ther, replied the heated peer, I read his inſinuating 
nature in his placid eountenance, and made no doubt 
of his impoſing upon you, if he had an opportunity.“ 
This reflection upon Mr. Spranger's ſagacity, a 
talent he peculiarly valued himſelf upon, ſtung him 
do the quick ; Lou are rude, my lord, returned 
be, and forget you are affronting me in my own 
houſe.” Mr. Clive was in a moſt unhappy ſitua- 
tion to find himſelf the cauſe of diſſention between 
theſe friends, and, with a modeſt confuſion, in- 
treated Mr. Spranger to ſacrifice him to appeaſe his 
lordſhip. *©* No, replied the honeſt man, I would 
not forego my attachment to you, my boy, to 
gratify the caprice and ill- nature of the whole houſe 
of peers; I have not lived till this time of day to 
ſubmit to be dilated to, who and who are proper 
-objeQs of my eſteem ; that is a particular, in which 
I am indeed not eaſily impoſed upon, however weak 
I may be in other reſpeQs,” darting a look of re- 
ſentment at his lordſhip. 4 I wonder, ſaid the 
r, with great complacency and compoſure, that 
you ſhould ſuffer your paſſion to tranſport you to 
ſuch lengths ; ſhall a friendſhip of five and twenty 
years (continuance be interrupted by a ſudden at- 
tachment to a young fellow born within that period; 
Iconfeſs, I have been too warm, but my aſtoniſh- 
ment, nay, I may add, my diſappointment, at 
what oy related (as J am commiſſioned to propoſe 
a noble alliance for that lady) occaſioned: it. If I 
offended you by it, I beg your pardon.” Mr. 
Spranger, without taking notice of his lordſhip's 
_ conceſſions, replied, ** but we have been too quick 
for this limb of nobility, let him be whom ſoever 
be may; and I am confident, not even your lord- 
hip, were you to propoſe yourſelf, with all your 


WW honourable appointments and fortune, would be 
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able to rival my Frank, in either the young lady's 


affection, or her father and mother's approbation.” 
« We ſhall have a trial of ſkill, brother, returned 
the peer, I'll aſſure you, notwithſtanding your con- 
fidence.” *© You may try your utmoſt, replied 
Mr. Spranger coldly, but Frank and I have put a 


ſpoke in your wheel, which you will not eaſily re- 


move.“ 5 2 

It ſeems his lordſhip had long admired this lady, 
and had entertained ſome diſhonourable defigns 
upon her, which Mifs Elliot's prudence had always 
prevented his having an opportunity of putting in 


execution; but now that there was a probability of 


his hopes being for ever blaſted, he was almoſt 
frantic ; and, in his firſt tranſport, had reſolved to 
change his purpoſe, and make an honourable tender 
of his heart; but, upon cooler conſideration, he 
ſhifted about intirely, as will appear in due time. 
Mr. Spranger took two or three turns in the garden, 
in order to compoſe himſelf, but in vain, he could 
not digeſt his lordſhip's treatment of him, and de- 
termined to make his will directly, and leave all his 

fortune, together with the five and thirty thouſand 
pounds his ſiſter's death intitled him to, from m 

lord, to his inſulted favourite. Mr. Clive retired 
to his chamber, full of the moſt diſagreeable reflec- 
tions; ah | ſaid he, how much did J apprehend this 


nobleman's return, though I knew not ſor what 


reaſon ; how foreign were the misfortunes his arrival 


has brought upon me from my expectations; I am 


now plunged deeper than ever, all my flattering 
proſpecis ſhut in, and the loſs of my much loved 
Charlotte will, I fear, be the winding up of my 
perplexed and unfortunate deſtiny. He had not 
continued long in this diſconſolate fituation, before 
a ſervant came to inform him Mr. Spranger en- 
quired for him; he went down immediately, and 


met his worthy friend in the hall, who ſaid to him, 
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& Frank, I have ordered the chariot to carry you 
to tea at Mr. Elliot's; make my reſpeQs, and let 


them know I ſhall take a bit of ſupper with them; 
but, whiſpered he, not a word of what has paſt, . 


be chearful as uſual, for I promiſe you, you have 
nothing to apprehend.” This was a ſeaſonable 


conſolation to the half credulous Mr. Clive, who, 
without any reply, but a low bow, ſtepped into the 
Chariot, and drove off, Mr. Spranger had not ſo 
far overcome his reſentment as to return to my lord, 


but holding his honeſt head more erect than uſual, 
ſtalked into his ſtudy, and taking up a book, ſaid 
he, this haughty peer ſhall feek me, for I am not 
the aggreſſor. My lord, during this interval, had 
leiſure to weigh every circumſtance with due deli- 


beration; the reſult of which was, that he promiſ- 
ed himſelf to convert this ſeeming evil into a ſub- 


ftantial good. Miſs Elliot in her virgin ſtate, her 
heart replete with the pious inſtructions of her good 
mother, and under the immediate wing of both 
her parents, might prove invincible, but Mrs. Clive 
in the bloom of nineteen, juſt entering the beau 
monde, ſurrounded with ſplendor and flattery; and 
having the ſanction of an eaſy huſband, might be 
deluded into the flowery path of- gallantry, with 


ſafety and reputation to herſelf, and ſecurity for her 


happy gallant, from the outcry and proſecution of 
her honeſt relations, or the cenſure of the world. 
He reſolved, therefore, from theſe conſiderations 


to tack about, and promote their union with as 
much warmth as he had before oppoſed it. With 
ttzhis reſolution he rung the bell, and with a friendly 


accent enquired where his brother was; on being 
informed, in his ſtudy, he inſtantly wen to him, and 
holding out bis hand, accoſted him in the ſmooth 
language of deceit. ©* Can you, my brother, faid 


he, forgive my late violence of temper ? I fear'I 


was guilty of great abſurdity and ill- manners, _ 1 
| ; : | | | | n- 
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MR. FRANCIS CLIVE. 49 
ſincerely aſk your pardon, and once more ſollicit 


to be reinſtated in your cordial eſteem and friend- 
| ſhip, and to convince you of my ſincerity, Mr. 


Clive ſhall reap every advantage from my counte- 
nance and favour, either you or he can with or 
defire ; nay, farther, I give up the cauſe J had 
undertaken, fully ſenſible Miſs Elliot could not be fo 
happily, though more honourably, diſpoſed of.” 
Mr. Spranger's attention was engaged by the con- 
cluſion of his lordſhip*s ſpeech, and taking him by 
the hand; why now, ſaid he, you are again my 


brother; I myſelf am quick, but let all be for- 


gotten.” The peer ever eloquent, and verſed in 
diſſimulation, ſaid, they had both aded an hot 


headed part, and the poor young gentleman had 


been the ſufferer; for, continued his lordſhip, he 
has too nice a ſenſibility, not to have been hurt by 
my ill-judged invectives; but (again ſhaking the 
hand of the unſuſpecting Mr. Spranger, who knew 
but little of court promiſes and ſincerity) added he, 
we will make him amends.” '  _ 
Coffee was ordered, and their mutual good 
humour reaſſumed, but how various were their 
motives. Mr. Spranger's heart felt and flowed from 
the conſciouſneſs of well: doing, and well meriting; 
the peer's from ſelf-love, and deep, malevolent de- 
ſigns. We will both go over, ſaid Mr. Spranger, 
if you approve it, brother, and ſup with our friend; 
J have engaged myſelf by a meſſage I ordered 
Frank to deliver.” My lord acquieſced, and the 
coach was immediately got ready. Mr. Clive had 
not been able to ſhake off his chagrin ſo far, but 
that this good family perceived it, and, as he was 
not at liberty to give the true reaſon, he found 
himſelf under the neceſſity of feigning a flight in- 
diſpoſition ; Miſs Charlotte gently rebuked him for 
coming out, ſeſt he ſhould increaſe his diſorder, . 
and diſcovered a tender ſolicitude concerning him, 
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| which would have given him the bigbeſt ſktisfac+ 
tion, had he not remembered it was painful to her. 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot ſaid; many obliging things, but 
my lord's behaviour perpetually occurred to his 
imagination, and interrupted the happineſs he would 
_ otherwiſe have enjoyed. He was glad to hear the 
coach ſtop, as his friend's arrival he hoped: would 
enliven them all, a ſeriouſſeſs on his account having 
prevailed in every heart. My lord's unexpected 
voice filled him with unſpeakable apprehenſions, 
which were ſo ſtrongly depicted in his countenance, 
that Miſs Elliot caught the alarm, and began to fear 
ſome impending calamity for either her, or her 
over, which was exactly the fame thing. Mr. 
Spranger, in order to relieve his favourite from the 
pain he was certain he muſt feel, ſtepped to him, 
whilſt my lord and Mr. Elliot were exchanging 
Congees, and whiſpered, all is well, Frank, and, 
my lord, is more your friend than ever.“ The 
ood effect of this intimation was inſtantaneous, and 
= Mr. Clive's indiſpoſition 'vaniſhed, as at the vdice of 
MW - magician. When his lordſhip had honourably.ac- 
if quitted himſelf with reſpeQ: to the complimental 
l part of his character, he advanced with great po- 
liteneſs to Mr. Clive, and bowing very low, ſaid, 
J hope, fir, you can forgive my ungenteel be- 
haviour.” Mr, Clive returned a very reſpectful 
reply. All ani moſities were thus .overblown, and 
they paſſed a very agreeable evening. Mr. Spranger 
tool an opportunity to mention to Mrs, Elliot, that 
my lord Was highly Pleaſed with their-proceeding, 
and had repeated his promiſe of making Frank's 
ST: ef , ¼ ( 
The next morning, at breakfaſt, the peer aſked, 
when the happy day was to be; for he ſuppoſed, as 
the time of their departure grew ſo near, it was of 
conſequence already fixed. Mr. Spranger replied, 
you out-run us, brother, in your expectations, they 
© 5 1 © are 
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are both too young to change their conditions, and 


| we therefore think to poſtpone the ceremony for 


three years to come. Three years, returned the 
aſtoniſhed nobleman, three ages would not: appear 


lefs tedious ; you are treating them as if they had _ 


as far to look forward as the antediluvians. A girl 
of eighteen, and a young man of two and twent 


in our days, brothers, are no chickens: it is appa 


rent, that you are paſt the meridian of your life, or 
you would not think of tantalizing creatures in this 
manner; it is juſt as if you were to ſhew your 
hoards to a poor man, and then deny him a ſingle 
ſhilling to relieve his neceſſities. Believe me, 
brother, added he, nothing preſerves youth from 
indecorum ſo effectually as being married judic iouſſ 

before their minds are warped by vice and ba 

company. Mr. Clive now felt new palpitations, 
my ſord was in an inſtant perfectly reſtored to his 
good graces. Mr. Spranger rubbed his head, and, 
after ſome little heſitation, returned, I don't know, 


my lord, but you nay be very right, yet, I fear; it 


will de now impracticable. By no means, re- 


plied his lordſhip, the young folks are well acquain- 


ted with each other's ſentiments, III anſwer for 
them already; and as for a few bridal preparations, ' 


they are no ſooner ſet about than diſpatched ; det 


you and I with united force accelerate this matter 
and take my word for it, half a dozen years hence 
we ſhall applaud ourſel ves for it.“ Mr. Spranger 


was eaſily brought” over by obliging means, eſpe- 


cially, when he had a good pur poſe to pro 3 
it was therefore concluded that they ſhould imme: 


diately gain Mr. El Hot to their party; and conſider- 


ing the wife as merely a paſſive being} they'depents - 
ed upon her acquieſcence 6f eourſe;+3 They Haden 
fooner taken this reſolution, than Mr. Elliot dropped 
in upon them 'unexpeRedly and Mr. Clive inſtine- 
tively "withdrew; they anacked bin iet deen 
we C3 85 irreſiſtible 
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| Irreſiſtible arguments, that he yielded the point, 
and it was agreed that the ceremony ſhould be 
performed as ſoon as poſſible. Mr. Spranger then 
mentioned Miſs Clive as a very pretty companion 
for her intended ſiſter, and added, Frank propoſed 
taking her over with him; but had been perſuad- 
ed to the contrary by him; if you think proper, 
ſir, continued he, when Mrs. Elliot is acquainted 
with our intentions, we will ſend for her; Mr. 
Elliot was vaſtly pleaſed, with this propoſal, and 
ſaid it would be much better than Charlotte's go- 
ing alone; he then took his leave, and they ap- 
pointed to meet again in the afternoon. My lord 
ſeeing Mr. Clive ſoon after, Well, fir, ſaid he, 
am I not very induſtrious to make you amends 
| for the martification I occaſioned you? Mr. 
| Elliot has conſented. to your happineſs, and we 
doo no apprehend any other obſtacles.” Mr. Clive 
was all acknowledgment. for the great ſervice my 
Jord had done him, and his lordſhip congratulated 
himſelf on his own good ſucceſs. Mrs. Elliot was not 
at alt averſe. to diſpoſing of her daughter, as ſhe 
| looked upon her, notwithſtanding her early time 
| of life, to be as prudent, ſteady and experienced, 
as many others at a more advanced age, and, apy 
proved vaſtly of her having a companion of her 
own ſex in a ſtrange country. Miſs Charlotte 
was. immediately called, and informed by her 
good mama of theſe. haſty proceedings; ſhe; had 
no other objections, than a few delicacies, which 
would have been equally troubleſome at the ex- 
piration of three years, as at that junQure. Pre- 
pargtions | were. inſtantly made for this early e- 
Fent, and Miſs Clive received a ſummons, which 
was highly agreeable to her inclination ; ſhe was 
naturally a girl of great vivacity, and panted af- 
ter the gay ſcenes of life, from which ſhe had 
| hitherto been totally excluded. She now merge | 
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her day of enlargement was at hand, and quitted 
her old aunt and Glouceſterſhire with all the 
pleaſure imaginable. She was genteel and pretty, 
but not in any remarkable degree; her diſpoſition 
was excellent, her ſprightlineſs rather unbounded 
but perfectly innocent. She ſoon arrived at Spran+ 
ger-Hall, and Frank introduced her to his good 
friend, and my lord, who both received her with 
great politeneſs. She was immediately conducted 
to Mr. Elliot's, where ſne was to continue during 
their ſtay in England, and was generally allowed 
to be a very eligible companion for her ſiſter 
eleA* She was in reality miſtreſs of ſeveral plea- 
ſing accompliſhments, had a fine voice, played on 
the. harpſichord with great judgment and with un: 
common propriety of accent, danced to perfection, 
and was lively and engaging in her converſation. 
My lord beſtowed many commendations upon her, 
and, when Miſs Elliot was abſent, thought her 
the moſt, agreeable girl he had ever ſeen; theſe 
ladies charms were as oppoſite as light and darkr- 
neſs, none could behold Miſs Clive without being 
caught at once; Miſs Elliot ſtole upon you by de- 
grees, but always made the moſt laſting impreſs 
fion, as judgment was for her, and only fancy. for 
Miſs Clive. | CV 
Mr. Clive found himſelf ſome inches taller 
than uſual, and ſeemed to breathe a freer air. The 
day was fixed for their union, and preceded one 
fortnight the day of their departure. Miſs Clive 
was bride maid, the youthful peer brideman; Mr. 
Elliot himſelf beſtowed his daughter upon the hap- 
py Mr. Clive, and every countenance was illu- 
_ mined with pleaſure and ſatisfaction; my lord 
felt two or three ſtings of baleful envy, but con- 
ſoled himſelf with the reflection, that he was 
paving the way to his own happineſs. Mr. Spran- 
ger made them ta preſent, and ge 
Nos - ... "& 3 | 
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edihimſelf not a little upon the being the author 


vf ſo much felicity. They enjoyed a fortnight's 
ſun-ſnine, which the parting cloud alone interrupt- 
edifor ſome little time. They had a very pleaſant 

arney'to Park- gate, where the yacht was com- 
manded for his excellency's convoy. They em- 


1 barked in good ſpirits, and with a proſperous gale, 


but were obliged to come to an anchor to wait the 
reflux of the tide. Their days were not all to be 
halcyon ones, for ſuddenly, whilſt they were in 
this ſituation a dreadful ſtorm overtook them, and 
for ſix hours the gaping ocean ſeemed ready to 
devour them. A ſhip that ſet out in company 
with theirs, not being ſo well manned, nor in 
ſuch good repair, periſhed before their eyes. No- 
thing was to be ſeen on board but diſtra Gion, no 
proſpect around but inevitable deſtruQtion. The 
peer's was not a Roman ſou}, conſequently might 
be allowed to ſhake. Miſs Clive ſhed abundance 
of tears, her brother held his beloved wife in his 
ms, and hoped to retain his hold even in the 
| #gonies' of death. One tear involuntarily flole 
gown the cheek of the lovely bride: “ alas! ſaid 
ſhe, our ſufferings, will be but momentary, but 
1 fear my dear father and mother will not ſo 
eaſily ſur mount theirs. How unfit are we, con- 
tinued this amiable woman, under this general con- 
fuſion and conſternation, to make the leaft prepa- 
ration for ſo awful a change, with which we are 
now threatned; this ſcene is an unanſwerable argu- 
ment that we ought always to be in readinefs.” 
Mr. Clive perfectly raved, called himſelf the cauſe 
of her untimely fate, and declared periſhing alone 


= would have been happineſs, to what he felt on her 
= account. © My. dear, ſaid ſhe, with an angelic 
W ſweetneſs, you forget, that we are at moſt, but ſe- 
dond cauſes of events. It is the hand of providence, 


| _ that Toy: brought this to 7 and that hand is ſtill 
Lo powerful | 
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powerful enough to ſnatch us from the deſtruction, 
that now ſtares us in the face. How different are 
your ſentiments and mine on this occaſion, you 
are the only man I ever wiſned to live with, and 
dying with you, I prefer, if it is the wilb of hea- 
ven, to exiſtence without you: the pangs I feel 
are for my father and mother, but I hope they 
will be enabled to bear my loſs with a proper re- 
ſignation. Thus did they paſs the melancholy 
hours, - ſtunned with the complicated noiſe of winds 
and” waves, cries of. women and children, and the 
clamouf of the ſhip's crew. At length, contrary 
tothe expectations of the moſt experienced ſailor, 
the ſtorm abated,. and they once onee more came 
to aw anchor. Their terrors proportionably ſub- 
ſided, as their danger decreaſed, and at laſt the 
peer opened that mouth which fear had long kept 
ſhut, and delated, he had ever been of opinion that 
that they ſhould eſcape: no one preſumed to queſ- 
tion his Excellency's ſagaciiy. In four hours more 
they found themſelves in the main ocean, and 
Hives ſmoothly on, without the teaſt alarm, until 
they entered the bay of Dublin: the proſpe& now 
was moſt delightful, the ſun ſhone gloriouſſy, and 
beautified the hills and plains, by which that har- 
bour is ſurrounded. They here parted company, 
my Lord entering the ſtate barge, and they a 
private wherry, © which landed them ſafe on 
George's quay. They were met on the beach by 
a friend of Mr. Clive's, who had, at his pre vi- 
ous requeſt, engaged a lodging for them on Col- 
lege Green, to which he. conducted them. The 
ladies were vaſtly fatigued with their paſſage, and, 
after taking ſome. little refreſhment, retired to 
their reſpective apartments, in order to find, in 
repoſe, a remedy for their diſordered heads. Mr. 
Chyechatted à few hours with his friend. 


The next morning he waited upon his excel- 
lency, and met with a very gracious reception. 
Clive, ſaid his lordſhip, I hope your wife and ſiſter 
will not make themſelves ſtrangers at the palace, 
at leaſt on public days; for you are to know 1 
| ſhall take a pride in convincing theſe people that 

beauty is not alone the growth of their country. 
Mr. Clive engaged for their frequent appearance, 
and the peer privately ſneered at the intended wit - 
tal's eagerneſs to ſwallow the barbed hook he was 
preparing. Mrs. Clive had ſoon a very genteel 
acquaintance, and was much admired by the Iriſh 
gentlemen. Miſs Clive was not over- looked, but 
her ſmartneſs kept them in awe. My lord conde- 
ſcended to lay aſide his ſtate, and made them many 
friendly viſits, but behaved in ſuch a manner, as + 
not to give them the leaſt ſuſpicion of his baſe 
deſigns, His ſcheme was to engage their confi- 
_ dence and good opinion, and depend upon ſame 
lucky moment for the reſt. Things were in this 
ſituation, when a vacancy happened of five hun- 
dred pounds a year in his lordſhip's gift. The ap- 
plications for it were innumerable, but Mr. Clive's 
modeſty would not permit him to be of the num- 
ber. However going to the palace whilſt it was 
in agitation; Clive, ſaid his lordſhip, you cannot 
be ignorant of the vacancy now in my power; how 
comes it then, authoriſed as you are by my bee 
ther's favour, and my. reiterated promiſe, that I 
have net one ſolicitation. on your behalf, I believe 
the whole kingdom beſides have ſolicited. My lord; 
replied the modeſt Mr. Clive, I underſtood that 
my dependance was merely upon your lordſhip's 
Pleaſure and — and doubted not but I. 
ſhould be remembered, when ever any thing hap- 
pened, you ſhould think me worthy of. Clive, 
oe returned his excellency, I find you are not 
8 en have tao much 
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diffidence and modeſty about you; with any other 
man than myſelf they would prove impediments, 
but I admire modeſty. However I will puniſh 
you to teach you for the future, that a patron 
expects to be ſought and ſolicited : I therefore de- 
fire I may beſtow this place, not upon Mr. but 
Mrs. Clive, and let me have a viſit from her ac- 
'cordingly.” The huſband communicated his lord- 
- ſhip's. converſation to his wife, who not liking 
the man, .ſhe did not reliſh his propoſal; but as 
the advantage of her Frank was at ſtake, ſhe de- 
termined to comply with this ſtrange humour. 


Miſs Clive rallied her extremely upon her unwil- 


| lingneſs to go and afk a favour, ſhe was aſſured 
would be granted. Mrs. Clive's ſpirits were too much 
depreſſed to be diverted with all ſhe could ſay: a 
chair was called, and into it this lovely woman 
put herſelf, and ordered the men to convey. her 
to the caſtle, which was performed in a trice. 

- - She was immediately conducted by one of the 

| gentlemen of the bed-chamber, agreeable to his 
tordſhip's direQions, into. an elegant apartment, 
where his excellency vouchſafed to attend her in 
a few. minutes: © I find, ſaid he, on entering 
the room, your huſband is a man of honour; He 
promiſed: me the pleaſure of your company, and 
has been punQual in the performance.” My 
lord, replied the amiable lady, it is. indeed at my 
huſband's requeſt, that I now preſume. to Wait 
upon you, and he likewiſe informed me that your 
lordſhip had been ſo. generovs as to indirectly flatter- 

him, that you intended beſtowing an advantage-- - 
ous poſt upon him, but required my attendance- 
to receive a confirmation.“ He mentioned no- 
conditions then. returned his lordſhip, with a: 
myſterious air?“ «© None, my lord, replied the 
unſuſpecting Indy. “% Nor you cannot gueſs, 
retorted the peer. My lord, replied. Mrs. Cine 
406; | VVV 


— * 4..a" tad 2 
1 g — M8 — 5 RES E's 
* 3 EO 
1 
* 


— 
0 


38 Tur LIFE or 
emu beg you will do me the honour to ex- 
plain yourſelf; for at preſent I really do not com- 
pfehend you.” This, faid my lord, it is to 
(make an heavy huſband the meſſenger of love. 
Did he he not tell you, madam, how long I have 
ſighed in ſeeret for your favour? how earneſtly I 
_ Folicit it, and that he himſelf had conſented to my 
a happineſs in lieu of extenſive favours in my power 
to beſtow?” Mrs. Clive was ſo aftoniſhed at the con- 
fſummate villany of the peer, in endeavouring to per- 
| _ _ "Toade her that her huſband had conſented to act the 
| Pander with his own wife, that for ſome moments 
"the was deprived of all power of utterance; at laſt 
recovering herſelf, © my lord, ſaid ſhe, cannot 
ſurely expect ſo palpable an impoſition to paſs cur- 
rent wth me, ſimple as I am. I am too well 
'acquainted ' with my huſband's honour, affec- 
tion, and delicacy, to believe him capable of fuch 
an action; we are not yet in ſuch abject circum- 
ſtances, fir, as to ſubmit to ſuch. baſe purpoſes 
for a maintenance, Twelve thouſand pounds is a 
competency for him and me, without your lord- 
ſhip's boaſted favour, if it is to be purchaſed at 
uch a price. Lovely Mrs. Clive, returned 
his exceſlency; how this pride becomes you, but 
Fou muſt be kind. I have admired you from your 
Ihfancy, and watched your growing beauty with 
dlelight; then attempting ſeize one of her hands, 
*he added, ſuffer me not longer to languiſh on your 
account.” . My lord, ſaid Mrs. Clive, retreat- 
ing to ſome diſtance, I thank you in my huſband's 
name, for thus requiting his confidence in your ho- 
'nogr; we will quit this kingdom immediately, nor 
will T ever again behold the man who could treat 
me with ſuch indignity.” My lord clapped himfelf 
between her and the door: Mrs. Clive, ſaid he, 
with an auſterity of voice and aſpect, that made 
| her tremble, we muſt not part thus: I have gone 
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— too far to recede, nor ſhall you live to expoſe me; 
* thereſote you muſt” either leave this beloved huſ- 


0 band in a ſtate of joyleſs ſeparation, or yield to the 

Y  intreaties of a man unaccuſtomed to fue in vain for 

e ladies favourst ? I was not made to tremble at 

1 your lterdſhip's menaces, replied Mrs. Clive with | 
1 great firmneſs, nor to be ſoftened by your con- 

r eſcenſion, if you are fo ſavage in your nature,, 

1 and abandoned to all ſenſe of guilt and humanity, 


5 as to murder the innocent; do it, my lord, with- 

© out # moment's heſitation, you ſhall not find me 
fhirink. T that could undiſmayed behold the hor- 
rors of the deep; can ſee a pointed ſword with- 

out a ſhock: but remember I have friends, though 
untitled, that will call you to a ſtrict account.“ 

* Know k deſpiſe them all, returned his lordſhip, 
then ſoftening his brow, yet, madam, E am your 
faithful, tender lover, pliant to your will; my 

heart is in your hand; mould it as you pleaſe. I 

fear, replied the indigtiant” lady, it is too callous, 

but I will make one attempt, ſet me at liberty: 
my lord, and I will endeavour to forget this inſult, 
and believe you bave ſtill ſome little generoſity.ꝰ My: 
| lord finding her fo fteady in her reſolution, and calm 
in her reſentment, began to deſpair of gaining his 
{ point, and at this juncture violence was not: alto-- 
5 gether convenient, ſo putting on an hypocritical: 
| mile; „Can you, ſaid he, moſt amiable of wo- 
men, pardon the pain I have given you? Vour huſ— 
band ſhall to morrow be put in poſſeſſion: of: 
the appointment I promiſed him, and may depend 
upon my future favour. You muſt not be ſo cruel,, 
as to conſider this frolick in a ſeyere light, non 
treat me differently than you have been, acruſtomi— 
ed, promiſe me this, and wil not longer detain: 
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ou. © All that I can do, conſiftent with my: 
bonour, to oblige your lordſhip, returned Mrs... 
Clive, Lwill; this is the utmoſt.compliance you ought: 
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io expect from one ſo groſsly ire 10d affront· 


ed.“ My lord immediately releaſed his frighted 
priſoner, and commanding one of the gentlemen 


in waiting to conduct the lady to her chair, ſaid a - 
loud, ** Mr. Clive's patent ſhall be made out with 
all expedition, and I ſhall expect to ſee him at 


the caſtle to-morrow morning. 


Mr. Clive happened to be from home at his 
wife's return, which ſhe conſidered as a fortunate 


circumftance. * Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, I have been baſe 
_ ly: treated, by that noble villain, our pretended pa- 


tron, and how to act with reſpect to your brother | 
1 know not, but he ſhall never receive a favour from 
the unworthy man: I would not ſhew him ſo much 


countenance. for the univerſe. She then related the 


particulars already mentioned to her aſtoniſhed 


ſiſter, who, from her little knowledge of the 


world, concluded there could not be ſuch another 
monſter in it. Mrs. Clive then acquainted her 
with her intention of writing immediately to her 
mama, to inform her of this horrid and unen- 


pected adventure, and referring her future condu@ 


to her regulation; this being approved by Miſs 


Charlotte, Mrs, Clive wrote as follows. 


+ Honoured madam, - 


ry 


- . Your daughter, notwithſtanding her preſent ſlate 


|. and diſtance from you, never had ſuch great oc- 


caſion for your judicious advice and inſtructions 
as at the preſent juncture. How ſhall I relate, or 
ou, without the utmoſt horror and reſentment, 


gtoſſeſt inſult and indignity imaginable, from that 


very peer, who engaged himſelf, by all the ties 
of hon 


our, to protect her, and promote her huſ- 
band's intereſt. He, it's true, has offered an ap- 


e informed, that your Charlotte has received the 


pointment of five hundred pounds a year, but hi 


wife's virtue was to be the purchaſe; can 1 
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dear madam, or my dear papa, conſent; that we 

ſhould receive favours from ſuch an unworthy he- 

ing; I think I know you better, therefore ſhall 

find ſome pretext to decline the acceptance of the 

baſe offer, until I receive your determination. My 

dear Frank is ignorant at preſent of this vile attempt; 

how long I ſhall be able to keep him ſo God 

knows, .yet tremble at the thoughts - of revealing 

it. My lord.intreated me to forget this frolic, as 

he called it, and expects this place will effectually 

ſilence me, but I am weary. of this wicked, high, 

public life, and think, if my Frank was to em- 

bark part of my fortune in the profeſſion he was 

brought up to, as he is generally eſteemed, it 

would be equally advantageous; but this I ſub- 

mit intirely, as I do every other ſtep in my pre- 

ſent. diſagreeable ſituation to your better judgment. 
Tam with all duty and affection, 


my honoured Mothers, 


CHARLOTTE Crivg,” | 


Mr. Clive returned to dinner, and enquired of 
his lady concerning her reception and ſucceſs: 

„ my dear, replied this tender wife, I believe we 
are all deceived in this great man, but I muſt W- 
treat you to comply with the firſt requeſt I ever 
made to you of any conſequence. I have wrote 
to England my opinion of his lordſhip, and mo- 
tives for entertaining ſo bad a one; and hope yu 
will oblige me ſo far as neither to go to the callle, 
nor ſeek any further into my reaſon, until I receive 
an anſwer ;, Charlotte is privy to my proceedings, 
ſio let us FATTY on our 11 without interruption.” 
Mr. Clive felt himſelf extreamly hurt by this 
- converſation; he was too well acquainted with 
the candour of bis wife's diſpoſition to ſuſpe@ * 


# 
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of am haſty or malicious judgment: he was appre- 
 henſive' of the cauſe, but after ſuch an injunctton 
would not preſs: her further, but waited until ſhe 
ſhould oblige* him with a frank communication; 
be therefore ſaid, 1 fubmit to your pleafure, my 
dear, though; I confeſs, very reluctantly. I believe 
my lord capable of every baſeneſs, and am pre- 
pared for your information, be it whatſoever it 
may.” It was mutually agreed that Mr. Clive 
ſhould feign a flight indiſpoſition to prevent the 
buſy town from prying into the reaſon of his ab- 
fenting himſelf from the caſtle, Thus they 
lived retired for ſome time, and Mrs. Clive de- 
'Clared ſhe had not known what happineſs was in 
that kingdom, until that period. My lord was mor- 
tified at the pride of the whole family, they never 
ſſeparated during the viſits he honoured them with, 
and treated him with unuſual diſtance and reſpect. 
Mr. Spranger happened to dine at Mr. Elliot's 
the day Mrs. Clive's letter reached them, and 
ſo apparent was her good mother's grief and ſur- 
prize on reading the contents, that the gentlemen 
inſiſted upon being made acquainted with the cauſe. 
1 know not, faid ſhe, that F am juſtifiable in 
e ng this ſecret to Mr. Spranger; but you, 
| ear, to her huſband; are à party concerned.“ 


impatient Mr. Spranger, it is my boy and girl as 
well as yours; keep me not therefore in ignorance 
"of any misfortune that may have befallen them.“ 
6 Tt is a misfortune indeed, replied Mr. Elliot, 
Raving read the letter, but I will venture to make 
Jou, fir, acquainted with it, if you will promiſe 
not to be too violent in your reſentment.” ft 
is no miſbehaviour of Frank's towards his wife, 
interrogated the good gentleman, his eyes ſparkling 

with diſpleaſure and expectation; every thing but 
__ . that, continued he, I can forgive.“ Then we 
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are ſafe, replied Mr. Elliot; read, fir, the aſtoniſn- 
ing news, giving him the letter. D—n his 
lordſhip, exclaimed the good man, with a violent 
ſtamp of his foot, ſo ſoon as he had peruſed only 
part of the letter; they receive a favour from him! 
no, I had rather ſee them periſh, as well as I love 
them. What! at this late hour, when time has 
begun to throw up furrows on his cheek, ſhall he 
have debauching his friend's daughter in his head; 
the man that became huſband to my poor deceaſ- 
ed ſiſter, years before this good girl was born; in- 
tolerable, unprecedented wickedneſs! But I have 
him in my power, continued he, that is one hap- 
pineſs, and he ſhall immediately refund the for- 
feited moiety of my ſiſter's fortune, which I will 
beſlow upon theſe young people to make them 
amends for their journey and diſappointment.“ 
After he.had for ſome time vented his reſentment, 
he conſulted with his good friends concerning the 
meaſures he ſhould purſue, and it was determin- 
ed, that he ſhould take no other notice of his lord- 
ſhips villany, than by employing his attorney to- 
write him a letter, requiring him to pay into the- 
hands of the ſolicitor-general the five and thirty: 
thouſand pounds Mr. Spranger was intitled to, 
with the one and twenty years intereſt due upon 

it, within ſix months enſuing the date thereof, or 
he ſhoutd be proceeded againſt in a different man- 
ner, This was inſtantly performed, and Mrs. 
Elliot wrote to her daughter, highly approving 
her conduct, and age that they would decline 
all farther connexion with my lord, without aſſign - 
ing either to him or the world their reaſons for 
ſuch a procedure; that their friends thought fo far 
from there beigg a neceſſity for their flying Ire- 
land, that it d have a much better appearance 
for them to continue there ſome time, and pre- 
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My lord was ſtruck all of an heap by the attor- 
ney's letter, and. concluding he was blown, curſed 
his perverſe ſtars for admiring a little obſtinate 
girl, whoſe education alone was the bar to his ſuc- 
ceſs. He hoped he ſhould be able to reinſtate him- 

ſelf in Mr. Spranger's good opinion by the repre- 
ſentation he could give of this affair, blamed his 
own remiſſneſs in never having taken that advan- 
tage of Spranger's generoſity, he had had ſo many 
favourable opportunities of doing, and by that 
means ſecure himſelf from this ſevere blow, but 
as it had fallen upon him, he determined to em- 
ploy all the artifice he was maſter of to leſſen 
the weight of it; for which purpoſe he dedicatec 


one whole morning to write an epiſtle to Mr. 
Spranger, in which, with the utmoſt wit and 


addreſs, he endeavoured to inſinuate, that what 
had paſſed between Mrs. Clive and him was mere 
Iy a frolic, but that he was apprehenſive her ſtrict - 
education and retired life might occaſion her to 
conſider it in a different light, nor ſhould he be 
ſurprized, if her outrageous virtue drew upon 
him the reſentment of all her relations, as it was 
only time and a knowledge of life that could un- 
deceive her, and concluded with ſaying, that he 
ſhould be glad to be favoured with her account of 
the matter. This letter he antedated, as if written 
immediately upon the. com miſſion of this pretty piece 
of gallantry. It had not however the deſired effect, 
but rather contributed to aggravate Mr. Spanger's 
deteſtation of him; and ſo ſoon as he had commu- 
nicated the contents to Mr. and Mrs. Elliot, he 
encloſed this curious epiſtle in a blank piece of 
paper and returned it to the peer, who was ſuffi- 
ciently mortified at this treatem ent. 


About this time Mr. Frank Clive, the mers. 


chant, returned from abroad. On his arrival at 
Portſmouth he fell into company with a —_— | 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 65 
of admirable. perſonal accompliſnments; but the 
utmoſt depravity of mind. She was about ſeven 
and twenty, and had run through one continued 
ſeries of vice and irregularity from the age oſcaſix- 
teen, at which period, ſhe was carried off by her 
own conſent from à country boarding- ſchool by '# 
lieutenant of marines. This gentleman brought 
her to London, and kept her ſix weeks only, then 
turned her adrift to want or proſtitution. Se 
was not however of a diſpoſition to regret: this gs Wy 
ſlight, as ſhe ſoon met with another keeper; love 
being too ſoft a paſſion for her . maſculine ſoul, ſhe _ 
nevertheleſs breathed vengeance/againſt the whole 
ſex in general. Her laſt friend (as ſhe ſtiled him) 
| was a Captain of a man of war, who diſcarded her, 
on diſcovering that his man John was equally, if 
not in a greater degree, acceptable to her. She 
followed him to Portſmouth in hopes of reinſta- 
ting herſelf.in his good graces, as his circumſtances 
were ſuch as made him deſirable to her for a ſea- 
ſon, but ſhe had the mortification to find on her. 
arrival, that he had failed from this port a couple 
of hours. She however continued there, determin- 
ed to make her journey anſwer by ſome means - 
or other, and after beſtowing an infinite number of 
curſes both upon the captain and her own perverſe 
ſtars, ſhe flattered herſelf with new conqueſts, the © 
Eaſt-India fleet being hourly expected. Mr. Clive's 
evil genius brought him to the very inn, in which 
this ſyren lodged, who ſoon conſidered him as worth 
the pains of entangling, being informed he was a 
man of conſiderable property. With this view 
ſhe made a very genteel as well as modeſt appear» 
ance, affected to be ſhy. and unwilling to be ſeen 
by any gentleman in the houſe; but took an op- 
portunity of enquiring at the bar, if they knew an 
perſon who would be glad to take half a poſt- chaiſe 
to London, when ſhe was certain Mr. Clive was 
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within hearing: her ſcheme ſuccceeded, he im- 
mediately propoſed himſelf, and, after a few ob- 
jections, the lady conſented to truſt. herſelf with 
him, as there could be no impropriety, ſhe faid, 
in travelling one day with a ſtranger. This a+ 
; Tg was entered into upon a Friday, and the 

onday following was fixed upon for their your- 
ney. Mr. Clive ſaid, he hoped the lady would 
not think him too preſuming, but as ſhe had con- 
ſented to honour him ſo far, as to accept of him 
for her fellow traveller, he muſt intreat ſhe would 
admit him to her table in the intermediate time, 
that he might approve himſelf worthy of her 
confidence. She pretended to heſitate, but at laſt 
complied ; as the ſaid he appeared to be too much 
the gentleman to miſconſtrue the conduct of a 
married woman, who, at his requeſt, relaxed ſome 

degree of that ſeverity; which in ſtrictneſs, per- 
baps ſhe avght to retain. He made a great 
number number of profeſſions of the high opini- 
on he had conceived of her, and aſſured her, that 
ſo far from (diminiſhing it by her generous con- 
deſcenſion, ſhe would infinitely augment it. And 
ſo far did his rhetoric mats" that it was con- 
dluded he ſhould dine that very day in her par- 
lour. He congratulated himſelf upon having gain- 


ed theſe two great points and. waited impatiently 


For the dinner hour; he had often obſerved her, 
thought her extremely agreeable ; but conſidered 
her mformation of her being a married woman, 
as a mere ſham and impoſition, as he had much 


more favourable ſentiments of the truly virtuous 
wife, than to imagine ſhe would even expoſe her- 


ſelf to ſo great an appearance of evil, as to en- 
tertain a young fellow tete-a-tete in an inn, in the 
abſence of her huſband + he reſolved however to 
humour her, in paying her all that diſtance and 


* 


reſpect ſhe. ſeemed to require, until ſhe herſelf 
nnn ſhould 
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ſhould pleaſe unſolicited to throw off the miaſle 


ſhe had aſſumed. She on her part exulted net a 
little that her bait had taken, and beſtowed un- 


common pains, in the adorning her really bands? 


ſome perſon, in order to captivate the (as ſhe fan- 
cied) unſuſpe ting merchant; but his conjeQures 
were before hand with her deſigns, and they met 
at dinner with/hearts equally replete with ſchemes, 
deceit and looſe inclinations. The lady topped the 
part of modeſty to the utmoſt perſeQion, 2 

the gentleman maintained the greateſt propriety 
and politeneſs: in his behaviour. She however 
forgot one intended / caution, which was to have 
withdrawn ſoon after dinner, and drank coffee 
without the leaſt reluctance. Mr. Clive propoſed 
cards, Mrs. Pinkney immediately gave into ity 
and challenged him at half guinea picquet. - The 
gentleman . loſt ſix games, and the lady continued 
in the utmoſt good humour. Supper ſucceeded this 
amuſement, when her ſucCeſs, in conjunQion wien 
the irreſiſtable temptation of a bottle of excellent 
champaigne, ſoon threw her off her guard; ſhe 
kept pace with her companion in toaſts, ſung two 
or three lively ſongs, and ſo inſenſibly did the 
hours glide away in her imagination, that the gen- 
tleman thought of retiring firſt, and wiſhing Mrs. 


\ Pinkney a good night, ordered one of the maids 


to conduct her to her apartment. 

In the morning ſhe had the effrontery to ſend bins | 
an invitation to breakfaſt in her chamber, being, as 
ſhe ſaid, a little indiſpoſed ; he attended her ſummons, 
and when the breakfaſt things were removed, ſhe told 
him ſhe began to apprehend, that ſhe might ſufferin 
his opinion if ſhe did not account for being alone, and 
unattended in an inn, particularly at ſuch a diſreputa- 
ble place as Portſmouth, Mr. Clive aſſured her-ſhe 


might ſpare herſelf the trouble of an explanation, as 


ſhe was in no danger of his doing her the leaſt injul- 
| tice 


is often of three years continuance. He is 
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tice in his conjectures, and he was far from de- 
ſiring a lady to reveal any family affairs to him, as 
he could not but imagine it muſt coſt her ſome 
pain. You are miſtaken, far, ſaid ſhe, it will 
be a relief to my afflicted mind, to diſcloſe my 
misfortunes to ſuch a gentleman as you. I am 
certain, if I read your diſpoſition right, I may de- 
pend upon both your confidence and compaſſion, 
which will be highly ſalutary to me under my 
| Preſent circumſtances.” Mr. Clive only bowed 
and the lady proceeded. © I was married at ſix- 
teen, by the compulſion of my friends to this 
water ſavage, called Captain Pinkney, who has 
treated me ever ſince the expiration of the firſt 
fortnight after our nuptials, not only with cold- 
| neſs and neglect, but the utmoſt cruelty and 
brutality; yet, affecting to weep, heaven is my 
. witneſs, continued ſhe, how affeQionate . and 
conſtant I have been to the vile- wretch. He 
had, fir, ten thouſand. pounds with me, but 
God knows how he has diſpoſed of it, for he 
only allows me a miſerable annuity of rey 
pounds for my ſupport during his abſence, which 


> z 


now embarked for Bengal, and will not return 

in perhaps a langer period. He had the. inhu- 
manity to leave me forty pounds in debt, which 
induced me to follow him to this place, to try if I 
could not at laſt ſoften his rugged nature; but 
would you believe it, fir, I was ſo unfortunate, as 
not to arrive, until two hours after his departure, 
and as my finances ran low, was obliged to wait 
for. remittances from London, before I could un- 
dertake my journey.” Mr. Clive artfully condol- 
ed with her under her great misfortunes, and in- 
veighed in the ſevereſt terms againſt the author 
of them. Why, madam, ſaid he, a lady of 
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e- your beauty and accompliſhments ought to com- 
as id princes, inſtead of ſtooping to ſollicit a nar- 
mand princes, inſtea ſtooping | 
. row-hearted boor, for the trifling ſum of forty 
i pounds. I myſelf would be proud of becoming 


1 your banker for treble as much.” O. fir, in- 
m terrupted the delicate Mrs. Pinkney, I find Jam not 
e- miſtaken with reſpect to your generoſity and huma- 
n, nity, but J only aſk your friendſhip, and hope to 
1 ſurmount all my difficulties without any pecuniary 
ed aſſiſtance from a gentleman; but, ſir, added ſhe, 
by a friend of either ſex is highly valuable.” Mr. 
is Clive intreated her. to baniſh all remembrance, 
12 both of her unworthy huſband, and the difficulties 
'Y which were derived froni his unkindneſs; told her, 
d- ſhe might depend upon his beſt ſervices, and begged 
1d ſhe would not ſuffer her delicacy to prove an impe- 
L diment to extricating herſelf from the diſagreeable 
d circumſtances ſhe. laboured under, as her. huſband 
le was anſwerable for every ſtep his cruelty might 
ut drive her to, in the leaſt inconſiſtent with .that 
We decorum ſhe wiſhed to obſerve. He then took his 
* leave, ſaying he ſhould expect the pleaſure of ſeeing 

n her at dinner.“ She aroſe ſoon after, and ſet Mr. 
* Clive down for her future prey, generouſly reſolving 
n to make the moſt of him. „„ 

1 They ſpent the Saturday and Sunday, preceding 
h WW their departure in the utmoſt amity and chearful- 
1 neſs. Her gallant did not take thoſe advantages -f 
it her kindneſs, it was apparent he might have done 
15 without offence, as he had ſome acquaintance in 
ty the town, to whoſe raillery he was unwilling to 
it expoſe himſelf. On Monday morning the chaiſe”, 
* being ready at the appointed hour, they began their 
[- journey with- great alacrity, and proceeded without 
- accident to Godalmin, where Mrs. Pinkney diſ- 
1 concerted her ſquire not a little, by affecting to be 
f ſeized ſo extremely ill, after having made an un- 
* common hearty dinner, as not to be able to proceed 
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any farther on her journey. A bed was inſtanitly 

tepared to which ſhe was conveyed, and continued 
this deception, until ſhe judged: the evening to be 
too far advanced to attempt another ſtage. She 
them diſpatched the chamber-maid to Mr. Clive re- 
queſting his company to ſapper, as ſhe found herſelf 
- ſorprizingly recovered. He ſuſpected ſhe had fome 
ſcheme, and was now convinced her diſorder was 
counterfeited : He nevertheleſs returned a polite 
meſſage and ſoon aſter waited upon her. They 
had a great deal of trifſing chat for ſome time, but 
on Mr. Clive's enquiring what part of London Mrs. 
n to be conveyed to, it became more 
particular. She replied with the moſt conſummate 
aAſſurance, as I am under your protection, fir, 
ſo I am intirely at your diſpoſal. I diſcharged my 
bdging on coming down to Portſmouth, and am 

vite unprovided; therefore if you can recommend 
me to one, I ſhall eſteem it as à particular favour.” 
This was an advance the gentleman was by no 
means prepared for, but that he might not enflame 
a woman evidently abandoned to every vice, he 
anſwered, ©* upen my honour, madam, I am 
almoſt a ſtranger in my own country, but if you 
can fix upon one yourſelf, I will convey you to it 
with infinite pleaſure, and, with your permiſſion, 
will take. frequent opportunities of paying my 
reſpects. © Ah! fir, ſaid ſhe, that is a cold com- 
liment, and I muſt confeſs to you, that my preſent 
intlifpoſition is occaſioned by your indifference. My 
motives for going ſuch lengths in your. favour as [ 
have done, muſt be too evident, and I begin ta 
apprehend that all the affection you have. really in- 
fpired me with, will meet with no other return 
than negle& or diſgrace. *Can. you expect, ſir, 
continued ſhe, that I can be. ſo confident, as to 
engage 1 lodging in my Huſband's name, and 


lickly receive the viſits of ſo agreeable a gentle- 
| | ma 
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ly man as you are; no, there is but one thing that cam 
ad reconcile me to the happineſs of your company.” 

* Mr. Clive not immediately comprehending her, 
* aſked an explanation. Why then, ſir, replied 
e- the undaunted proſtitute, if I muſt be plain, permit 
if me to engage a lodging in your name, and atleaſt 
je jet me claim fome relationſhip to you as a ſanction 
as for my reputation. I will go into a part of the towns 
te where my perſon is not known, and can appoint 

y my huſband's letters to be left at a particular place, ä 
ut and call for them occafionally, by which means I 
8. ſhall be free from all apprehenſions on his accounts, 
5 and muſt depend upon your honour for the reſt?? 
te Mr. Clive was aſtoniſned beyond meaſure at her 
r, aſſurance, and ſecretly determined to ſhake her off 
V as ſoon as poſſible: ſhe played her cards too groſſy 
n to make the leaſt impreſſion on his heart; and, not- 
d withſtanding whatever intimacy ſhe might 5 


” him to, he was much more inclined to deſpiſe than 
0 admire her. He conſented however to all ſhe pro- 
ie poſed, and gave a bill of twenty pounds for preſent 
e uſe, promiſing to accommodate her with more 


n ſome few 3 after their arrival in London. He 
n then earneſtly beſought her to keep up her ſpirits, 
it that they might be able to compleat their journey 
1 the next day, as he had very urgent buſineſs that 
y required his immediate attendance. She promiſed 
4 to do her utmoſt to oblige him, nor did ſhe wiſh to 
t continue-any longer upon the road, having gained 
7 every point her heart was ſet upon. Next morning 
as a proof, ſhe ſaid, of her deſire to make every 
thing agreeable to him, ſhe was ready to ſet off a 
24 quarter of an hour ſooner than he had requeſted, 
nt and they. reached / town _ in the afternoon. 
l They quitted the poſt chaiſe for the more private 
0 conveyance of an hackney coach, and drove to a 
d bagnio in that part of the town Mrs. Pinkney choſe 
2 for her reſidence. She diſpatched a porter for her: 
n nn - . aafſliſtant 
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aſſiſtant in iniquity, in the humble capacity of her 
ſervant, and telling her, ſhe was fallen into noble 

bands, ordered her immediately to engage her a 
lodging in the name of Clive, and come to her 
again in the morning. Her Dorcas, whoſe ſim ple 
name was Rachel, obeyed her miſtreſs's commands 
with the utmoſt punctuality, and returned the next 
day at the time appointed. Mr. Clive had juſt 
| parted from his lady, and ſhe had now am oppor- 
tunity of informing her truſty confidant of ev 
particular of her proceedings, which the wenc 
extolled to the ſkies; but was mortified ſhe had not 
been able to get one glance at her new maſter, 
The ſham Mrs. Clive took immediate poſſeſſion: of 
her lodgings, which was not the firſt time by many 
ſhe had been accommodated with them. The gen- 
tlewoman always giving her a very kind reception 
in proſperity, though ſhe never could recollect the 
leaſt knowledge of her, when viſited by adverſe 
RR deni ĩ / ĩ ĩ ß 
Mrs. Rollinſon was invited to dine with her 
lodger, as Mr. Clive had excuſed himſelf, and was 
entertained with high encomiums on the gentle- 
man's honour and generoſity ; but as it was cuſto- 
mary for this woman to play a ſure card, ſhe was 
-  Purpoſely detained until his return, and then re- 
ceived an invitation to drink tea with them: ſhe 
affected to be extremely ſenſible of the honour done 
- her by the good gentleman and his lady, and faid 
ſhe muſt take the liberty to ſay ſhe had not ſeep fo 
compleat a couple this many a day; but, added 
the, fir, nowithſtanding your lady has engaged 
my lodgings, and to be ſure her agreement binds 
you no le ſs than your honour, yet you muſt give 
me leave. to follow my old cuſtoms, then pulling 
out a bit of paper, this is the kind of method, 

continued ſhe, I always take, and dare ſay you will 
have no objeQion to conform to it. Mr. Clive mo 
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Ms. FRANCIS CLIVE. 73 
the paper, and found the contents to be a formal 
engagement of her lodgings, at one guinea, and a 


half per week, to be duly. paid by him, and a week 
to be advanced on taking . poſſeſſion, Theſe pre- 


cautions did not enhance his conſideration of the 
lady in any reſpeQ, for he ſuppoſed none but an old 
practitioner would be treated in ſo extraordinary à 
manner ; however, without appearing ſurprized or 
diſſatisfied, . he complied with the old woman's de- 
mands, and all was love and harmony. Notwithe 
ſtanding the prejudice he had at firſt conceived 
againſt Mrs. Pinkney for her behaviour, he was 


really beginning to be attached to her, when an 


accident happened which induced him to break off 
all connexion with her. She enquired, and found 


out his real place of reſidence, and one afternoon 


him a letter of her writing, which was far from 
being a. deſpicable one; ſhe then deſired him to 


make her a pen, and laying a whole quire of paper 


before him, begged him to try if it would ſuit her 
hand, He according] 


hand, 7 wrote ſeveral inſignificant 
monoſyllables, but was ſo indiſcreet as to write his 


own name, which ſhe obſerving, inſtantly removed 
the paper, and other implements, to give place to 


her, favourite amuſement cards. She had not been 

any. months in keeping with this gentleman, be- 
262 ſhe began again to have wandering inclinations, 
Mr. Clive was not fo aſſiduous in his viſits, nor ſo 
generous in his preſents, as ſne would have had him; 
ſhe therefore caſt her eye upon a young counſellor, 
that lodged oppoſite for his ſucceſſor, or at leaſt 
copartner, Various were the arts ſhe practiſed 
before ſhe could engage his attention, but he was 
allured into her ſnare at laſt, . She was ſo dexterous 
a manager that Mr, Chve continued ignorant of her 
new attachment for two months; but coming unex- 
pectedly one evening to make her a viſit, he detected 
3 I 
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mme whole intrigue, upon which he reſolved to drop 
8 | Rachel informed her miſtreſs that hs. 

zehaved in à very cool manner, and faid he pre- 
Jumed there Was no neceſſity for his furniſhing her 
with any future ſopplies, fince ſhe had thought fit 

to provide herſelf with another lover. Mrs. Pinkney 
was greatly mortified, and enraged” at his indiffe- 
Tence ; but Rachel, ſaid fhe, with much vehe- 


mence, he ſhall ſup - Re ſtill, notwithſtanding 
His. wiſdom”: I have 'the mean ſpirited wretch in 
my power, and fo he ſhall find his indiſcretion' has 
given me an handle over him he little dreams of: 
then ſtepping to her bureau, ſhe ſhewed the paper 
to her confidant, on which Mr. Clive had been ſo 
"unguarded as to inſcribe his name, in ſuch a manner 
as to be taken advantage of. Rachel, reſumed this 
infamous woman, cannot you procure me ſome 
clever fellow, to draw up a draught for fie hundred 
pounds, to be paid at ſight. for value received; this 
the hand-maid undertook to accompliſh, having at 
that time a very ſingular intimacy with an attorney's - 
| Footman, who from writing in his maſter's office, 
having a good memory, and great ingenuity, was 
able to effect this miſchievous deſign, He was im- 
mediately produced and a reward of twenty guineas 
ſecured to him, upon his ſucceſs. He was to carry 
the draught himſelf, for which page a genteel 
ſuit of cloaths was hired at St. Giles's, and the 
well dreſſed lacquey waited upon Mr. Clive's 
partner, and upon preſenting the note, in was duly 
noured, and the next morning appointed for the 
payment. This delay was not much reliſhed by 
gentleman who pleaded the neceſſity he was 
under for diſpatch, having but few hours to con- - 
*tinue in London, Mr. Sprat, the partner of Mr. 
Clive, treated him as a gentleman, his appearance 
being very tolerable, and told him, that if he would 
intcuſt him with the draught à few moments, he 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 75 
would comply with the contents. He then ſtept 
to the bankers, who, on ſight of Mr. Clive's hand, 
paid the money immediately. The firſt thing 


Mrs. Pinkney did was to change her lodging, and 
' ſoon afterwards her evil heart ſuggeſted to her a 
fatal ſcheme which ſhe too expeditiouſly and ſuc. 
cefsfully put into execution. Mr. Clive, not re- 
turning home till late, did not ſee Mr. Sprat un- 


til; the morning, when he preſented the draught to 
his aſtoniſhed eyes. I acknowledge, fir, ſaid he 
this is my hand, but. arg nevertheleſs poſitive, it 


is a fraudulent demand, though I cannot point 


out either the perſon or the means that have effeQed 
it. I never in-my whole life gave any thing of the 
kind, Mr. Sprat expreſſed much concern for hav- 


ing cauſed the money to be paid. But Mr. Clive 


ſaid he could have done no lefs, and that it would 
teach them caution for the future; it was a long 
while before this myſtery was unravelled. -. 
Mr. Clive had during his intimacy with Mrs. 
Pinkney incautiouſly mentioned many particulars 
with reſpe& to his couſin Frank. She had, with- 
out the leaſt appearance of deſign, or indeed, any 
at that junQure, enquired, what ſort of a man he 


was? how long he had been married? what for- 
tune he poſſeſſed, and, twenty other queſtions of the 


ſame nature? Mr, Clive, from the real affection he 
bore his couſin, was always too well pleaſed, when 
he was upon the ſubjeQ, not to be drawn out; fo 
that Madam was perfectly acquainted with the per- 
ſon, character and diſpoſition of this gentleman. 
© Rachel, ſaid ſhe, a few days after they were got 
into their new lodgings, I have an admirable. 


project to communicate.” She was all atten- 


tion. 4. We will take a journey to Ireland, 
To Ireland, madam, returned Rachel, I dare 
not venture upon the ſea, for the whole world. 
None of your ridiculous fears, ſaid her miſtreſs, I 
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ſhall make our paſſage, both a ſafe, and a ſhort 
one? do you think ] would expoſe myſelf to ſo 
much danger? Well, madam, faid the half ſatis- 

+ Fed. wench, what are we to do there?” Make a 

- , wiſit, returned Mrs. Pinkney, to Mr. Clive's couſin, 
Dear madam, ſaid Rachel, you really puzzle 
me.. That may very poſlibly be, replied Mrs. 
-Pinkney, but the journey we will infallibly take, 

the reſt you ſhall know in due time, thei 6 let it 

be your buſineſs to provide every thing neceſſary.” 
She ſpent a whole fortnight in preparations, and 
expended no ſmall ſum in rigging herſelf. Rachel 

Was then diſpatched to Alderſgate-ſtreet to engage 

pPlwuaces in the Cheſter-coach, but under this particu- 
Jar reſtriction, not to take them unleſs ſome of 
the paſſengers were gentlemen: the induſtrious 
ſervant ever punctual in performing her miſtreſs's 
orders, upon inquiry found that a Colonel, and a 
welch ſquire, were to go down the next week, 
and, from the knowledge ſhe had of Mrs, Pink- 
ney's diſpoſition, did not heſitate to engage a paſ- 
ſage in the carriage with them. Upon making her 
report accordingly, ſhe was highly applauded for her 
good management. The preceding evening of the 
-day appointed for their journey, they lay at the 
inn in order to be in readineſs. The man of war was 
loud in his direction, with reſpect to the diſpoſition 
of his portmanteau, and the ſquire gave evident 
proofs of his conſequence and ſpirit. Madam, 
-and her maid, being informed that the paſſengers 
were ready, made their appearance, and Mrs. Pink- 
ney had the pleaſure of obſerving that her figure 
was not diſregarded by the noble commander; ſhe 
- was equipped in a genteel travclling dreſs, and really 
looked vaſtly agreeable. The other two companions 
were of the humble kind, and conſequently were 
- unnoticed by the genteel part of the e 
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The colonel gallantly aſſiſted the lady in aſcending the 


eminence of a ſtage coach, as he elegantly phraſ- 
ed it, and begged ſhe would chuſe that ſituation 
that was moſt agreeable to her. Upon my ſoul, 


continued he, as the coach drove off, Mr. Owen, | 


we had very little reaſon to flatter ourſelves with 


meeting with ſo agreeable a lady for a fellow tra- 
veller, as a ſtage coach is but an unweildy and 
rough conveyance. The ſquire replied, they were 
extremely fortunate, and hoped they ſhould have. 
an happy journey; after which declaration he com- 


poſed himſelf for a nap, the lady's charms not be- 


ing ſufficiently powerful to keep him awake. Mrs. 
| Pinkney affected to follow the ſquire's example, 
and the colonel took that opportunity to ply Mrs, 


Rachel with a volley of queſtions refative to her 
lady. Rachel was prepared for theſe. interrogato- 


ries, and declined; for ſome time, gratifying, in o- 
der to excite. more ſtrongly the colonel's curioſity. 
The gentleman perſiſting in his ſolicitation, . ſhe 


ſaid in a low voice, ſhe would gladly oblige him, 
but was fearful of offending her lady, who ſhe ap- 
prehended might not be aſleep, notwithſtanding 
ſhe had cloſed her eyes. The colonel aſſured her 
upon his honour, ſhe had nothing to fear, as her 
lady was abſolutely ſubdued by fatigue and early 
riſing. Rachel then yielded to the gentleman's im- 


portunity, and being always. prompted, told him 
that her lady was a widow, in poſſeſſion of a large 


fortune, in her; own diſpoſal, excluſive of her join- 
ture, that ſhe was going to Ireland to viſit a rela- 
tion, as ſhe uſually did once in four years; during 
ſuch abſences, ſhe always left her coach at the 
coach-makers, and condeſcended to travel in a 
ſage.” Colonel Bliſworth was much pleaſed with 
this intelligence, and began to flatter himſelf that 
he had now an opportunity caſt in his way, of res 


pairing his broken fortune. He determined to im- 
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prove it to the beſt advantage, was far from ha- 
mg a mean opinion of either his perſon or ad- 


 _ - dreſs, and entertained no ſmall hopes of ſucceſs : 
de waited impatiently for the lady's waking, that 

- he might divert her, and. ingratiate himſelf by 

velating ſeveral drole narratives he was maſter of. 

I! hope it will not be thought impertinent to 
give ſome account of this warrior; he was it ſeemy 
dpf very mean extraction, and inliſted with a re- 
|  cruiting party at twenty to avoid being compelled 
to marry a young woman he had ſeduced. The 
| Hevutenant, to whoſe lot he fell, made him his ſer- 


vant, and finding he wrote a good hand, and was 
a fellow of ſome ſmall capacity, procured him 


| the firſt halberd : Thus advanced, ambition (for 


gratitude it was not) prompted him to diſtinguiſh 


_ himſelf by his vigilance and aſſiduity to oblige his 
päatron, ho making an acquaintance at an aſſembly 
With a very young lady, a twenty thouſand pounder, 


as he called her: having in due time prevailed up- 
on her to go with him, her papa's cenſent be- 


ing deemed unattainable, his ſerjeant became a 


very uſeful perſon, and his maſter, for aiding and 


1 affiſting in this noble work, by way of encourage- 


ment and reward, gave him a bond for three hun- 


dted pounds, payable upon the day of his mar- 


klage with the lady, which was ſoon after compleat- 
ed; with this ſum he purchaſed a pair of colours 


in another corps. Upon this unexpected advance- 


ment, he ſtrutted, looked big, and ſtated, and re- 


viſiting the place of his nativity, found his ſiſter 
grown ſo fine a girl, that he thought he would 
bring her to town, and did not doubt but ſhe 


would make her own fortune, and promote his. 


His captain, a man of great fortune, looſe edu- 


cation, and morals, ſoon got a ſight of this bloom - 
ing, innocent girl, and her brother perceived he 
was much taken with her. One evening ee, 
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ſumed: © 1 repeat, Blifſworth, 8 5 3 
forced by 


compelled about ſix years ago, to marry a diſ- 


agreeable create, but an immenſe fortung; v 


were heartily tired of each other in ſeſe than two- 
months, and, at the expiration of alf a year, a- 
greed to ſeparate upon ſome particular terms, and 
have not met ſince, nor perhaps ever ſhall, unleſs 
we ſhould both go to the devil. I have now, con- 
tinued he, convinced you, that notwithſtanding J 
admire your ſiſter to a very great degree, my 
honour lays me under a reſtraint never to reveal 
myſelf.” - Mr. Bliſſworth had liſtened with great 
attention, and having weighed ſome certain conſi- 
derations in his own breaſt, returned, this, fir, is a 
very great misfortune, more eſpecially as it is ir- 
remediable ; but as I have a ſingular reſpeQ for you, 
and am much concerned at having been the inno- 
cent cauſe of diſturbing your repoſe, I would 
ſtrain a point to ſerve you.” I have heard you 
prove, fir, moſt inconteſtably, that a marriage, 
where love is wanting, is only a legal proſtitu- 
tion; now if you do my ſiſter all the ; juſtice in 
your power, by ſecuring her from dependance and 
refleQion, l don't ſee that there would 'be any 
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great barm done. She, I doubt not, will have 
many ſimple ſcruples, as ſhe has been bred virtu- 
ouſly, and is ignorant of gallantry ; but I will un- 
dertake to remove them for your happineſs, and to 
ſecure your friendſhip.” The captain embraced 
this unexpected propoſal with tranſport; © I will, 
ſaid he, make her an handſome ſettlement, and 
as for you, Bliſſworth, added he, you deſerve a 
better fate. than being a poor. ſubaltern, if 'you 
can hear of a company an eaſy, purchaſe, you know 
where to apply.” Theſe preliminaries being ſet- 
iled, they enjoyed themſelves over a chearful bot- 
tle, until they were in ſuch a condition, as to be 
obliged to be put to bed at the tavern, where to 
their ſurprize the 7 found themſelves next morning. 
The enſign haſtened home to relieve his ſiſter 
ſrom the anxiety he knew ſhe would neceſſarily 
fecl e on his account, from the real affe ction ſhe bore 
him. His captain promiſed to breakfaſt with him, 
Which he accordingly performed. Nancy Bliff- 
worth had not been accuſtomed to much com- 
Pany, therefore was a good deal diſconcerted in 
the captain's preſence. He was convinced her 
modeſty and innocence were unaffected, and was 
delighted with the thoughts of getting her ſoon in- 
to his power ; as for bg tale of his marriage it was 
all a baſe fiction, and only thrown out from a know- 
ledge of the enſign's ot to extort the vile 
offer ſrom him already mentioned. Mr. Bliſſworth, 
"fo ſoon as the captain had taken his leave, queſ- 
tioned his ſiſter concerning her ſentiments of him. 
She acknowledged ſhe thought him the moſt agrec- 
able gentleman ſhe had ever ſeen. This favoura- 
ble declaration was immediately communicated to. 
1 the enamoured officer, who received it As an ear 
: neſf of his future happineſs. 
Mr. Bliſtw oi th, chuſing to ſtrike whilt tbe 
iron was hot, applied the very next day to feveral 
| _ perſons, 
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perſons, concerning a vacancy in the army, and in 
one week ſucceeded, which intelligence was no 
ſooner imparted to Captain Seymour, than he under- 
took to procure it for him. He then applied to 
a friend of his in great power, and obtained leave 
for the enſign to ſell his colours, which rendered 
his new commiſſion an eaſy purchaſe: all theſe 
matters were ſoon accompliſhed, and Mr. Bliſſ- 
worth was legally dubbed captain. This encourage- 
ment proved a ſpur to his deſign upon his. ſiſter, 
and he told the captain if he would get the ſet- 
tlement ready, he would ſoon introduce him upon 
the footing he deſired; this was no ſooner propo- 
ſed than complied with, and the captain promiſed 
upon his ſucceſs to preſent him with the money 
received for his enſigncy, and his future. intereſt. 
Captain Bliſſworth ſaid he would break the mate 
ter to his ſiſter the next morning, began with 
telling her how much the captain was charmed 
with her, and upon his honour he did not believe 
ever woman was more beloved, Nancy bluſhed, 
and was far from being diſpleaſed at this informati- 
on; her brother then launched out into encomiums 
upon the captain's honour and generoſity, and con- 
cluded with ſaying, that he had engaged to pre- 
vail upon her to receive him as a lover: the poor 
girl was quite confounded and ſaid, ſhe ſhould: 
not know what to ſay to ſuch a gentleman, but 
her brother encouraged her with the aſſurance, 
that the captain would be as well pleaſed with her 
ſilence, as any thing ſhe could poſlibly ſay, and 
deſired ſhe would dreſs herſelf to the beſt advan- 
tage to receive him; and ſhew ſome of her beſt 
behaviour. Nancy conſented, and away tripped her 
brother to inform the noble captain of the en- 
| Sn he had made for him, © but, fir, ad- 
ded he, I muſt beg you will not alarm my ſiſter 
uith our intention, until you have brought her to 
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ſome favourable conceſſions; for if you do, I fear 
me will throw us out.” The captain's love en- 
ereaſed in proportion to the difficulties he expected 
to meet within ſeduction, and he aſſured his friend 
in iniquity he would treat her with the utmoſt 
reſpect and kindneſs, nor ruin his ſchemes by too 
pense 54 7! 
The heavy hours were now expired, and poor 
Nancy's heart went pit-a-pat from innate modeſty 
and timidiiy. The rap of conſequence denoted the 
-Eaptain's: arrival, who was conducted into the din- 
ing room with great ceremony by Mr. Bliſſworth, 
who in a manner, as he thought perfectly gallant, 
Preſented his ſiſter to the captain, who ſaluted her 

with much reſpe&, and tea was ordered; imme- 
diately after which Mr. Bliſſworth took a French 
leave, and left the lovers without witneſs or inter- 
reption. The captain changing his ſeat for one 
nearer the lady, and taking hold of the young crea- 
ture's hand, Madam, ſaid he, may I flatter my- 
ſelf that inclination, and not merely a compliance 
with your brother's requeſt, has obtained this hap- 
pineſs for me.” Nancy made a gentle effort to 
withdraw her hand, but the captain preſumed to 
. detain it; you muſt pardon me, continued he, 
but I love you to diſtraction, and unleſs you con- 
ſent to make me happy, I never again ſhall have 
'a moment's ſatisfaQtion ; do, my deareſt creature, 
tell me, I am not diſagreeable to you, and that 
vou are not averſe upon a due acquaintance, to 
F grant all I can wiſh.” The good girl was ſo con- 
fuſed the was unable to make any reply. I hope, 
laid the captain, kiſſing the hand he held, your 
ſilence is not unfavourable to me, and will not 
preſs you 100 far on the firſt viſit; but leave to 
time, and your better knowledge of me, a confir- 
mation from your lips, but I muſt endeavour tq 
learn your opinion of me from your brother. 
8 TP * Alas} 
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e Alas! fir, replied the innocent victim, ſome. 


what, recovered,;.] am..ſo, amazed at à gentleman, 
of your rank and fortune, beholding me with ſuch 
partial eyes, that I am unable to expreſs my fen- 
timents; you need not be informed that my edu- 
cation has been ſimple, my manner of life ex- 
tremely retired; but my relations, though they can- 
not boaſt, of riches, are ſtrictly honeſt, in which 
principles J have been inſtructed, if that can atone, 
for my want of politeneſs.”* ©. Charming crea- 
ture, cried the. captain ina kind of extaſy, ſuch a 
mind as yours is ineſtimable, uncontaminated by 


vice, unfraught with arts, and rich in genuine in- 


nocence and ſimplicity. I confeſs myſelf as much 
ſhall think myſelf happy in becoming your friend 
and proteCtor. You are very young, -added he, 
Miſs Bliſſworth, J apprehend, but it is not polite 


toaſk a lady's age. . Ladies, fir, may be al- 


lowed ſome odd fancies, but I hope I ſhall neyer 
forget the humble expeQation I was born to, nor 
become unwilling to tell any thing belonging to- 
myſelf. I am, fir, not quite eighteen,” 0 
my love, replied the captain, how will a few years 
improve your natural good. underſtanding; you 
muſt be introduced to the company of ſome ladies 
of my acquaintance, from whoſe: converſation and 

example you will acquire what we in London 
call a modeſt aſſurance, which amounts to no- 
thing more than being able to converſe with a 
gentleman without bluſhing, and loſing ſome un- 
neceſſary apprehenſions, which country people con- 
tract, merely from their retirement.” They paſſ- 

ed a few hours in this kind of chat, and Nancy 
attained ſo much courage as to acknowledge ſhe had 
no particular objection to the captain before her 
brother returned, who was commiſſioned to order 
2 ſupper at the next tavern, to be lent at hg 
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enen . 
hour after nine. The captain, from being unac- + 
quainted with the real goodneſs of this poor girl's 
difofrtion, flattered himſelf that a glaſs or two of 
wine would infallibly draw her out; but to his great 
mortification, he could not prevail upon her to 
drink more than one glaſs, declaring as ſhe was not 
uſed to it, her head would not bear it. Not being 
able to gain this point, and labouring under no little 
conſtraint with reſpect to his words and actions, he 
thought proper to take his leave at eleven o'clock, 
and tipped Bliſſworth the wink to meet him at the 
tavern, which he both underſtood and punQuually 
obeyed. The captain was extravagant in his praiſes 
of this lovely girl, and lamented his inability to place 
her in ſuch a ſituation a“ her merit intitled her to; 
but confirming his declaration with a deſperate 
oath, faid, ſhe ſhould never feel either remorſe or 
ſuffer ſhame, if he had the power of preventing it. 
Things continued in this fituation, for a month; 
the captain viſiting his beloved every day, until he 
had reaſon to believe he had made an impreſſion 
upon her heart, and then reſolved to make his grand 
Propoſal and boldly acknowledge his pretended mar- 
riage. An afternoon was ſet apart for this purpoſe, 
and he had not the leaft doubt of ſucceeding ; the 
brother left them by agreement, early to them- 
ſelves, and the captain, with all the eloquence he 
was maſter of, preſſed her to fix the day for com- 
pleating his happirteſs. The poor girl, after ſome 
heſitation, referred to her brother, and the captain 
then unmaſked his intention, but gloſſed it over in 
the fineſt manner imaginable, She was ſo ſhocked 
and aſtoniſhed, that ſhe did not attempt to interrupt 
him, which he taking for a good omen, ran through 
a long deſcription of the happineſs ſhe ſhould en- 
joy, a country-houſe, a coach and ample ſettlement 
were mentioned, and having quite exhauſted his 
ſubject, he looked at her, expeAling her acquieF- 
CT FCoence: 


cence: finding he was ſilent, ſhe lifted up her eyes, 


George was preparing this fatal dagger ſor m 
peace; but, ſir, ſaid ſhe riſing, I forgive you al 
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and with the utmoſt anguiſh of heart demanded, 
« does my brother, fir, approve of your generous 
propoſal”, The lover gave her many aſſuran- 


ces that he did. I little imagined, returned 


ſhe, the tears ſtealing down her lovely cheeks, that 


, 
you knew me nat, and therefore expected an eaſy 
conqueſt of a poor, artleſs, inexperienged girl; in 
vice I'do confeſs I am a novice, but my parents 
have informed me, in terms adapted to my mean 


. capacity, what virtue is, nor would I forfeit it for 


millions; you muſt excuſe my ſtaying longer with 
you, as you have but too well ſucceeded: in obtain- 


ing my unfeigned eſteem and approbation ; this is, 


ſir, my brother's lodgings, therefore, I have no 
right to proceed any farther than by withdrawing 
myſelf to convinee you both of your groſs error.“ 
So ſaying, ſhe left the captain almoſt petrified with 
aſtoniſhment, mortification and diſappointment. 
He fat kicking his heels and biting his lips, until 
Mr. Bliſſworth's return: ſo ſoon as he entered the 


. dining-room, © Bliſſworth, ſaid the captain, you 


have deceived me with falſe expectations, your ſiſ- 


ter is not to be won, I cannot from her unaffected 


ſurprize and concern but ſuſpect you of foul play; 
what amends can you make me for the wretched- 


neſs you have brought upon me? I really have a 


moſt tender regard for your ſiſter, and never can 
know peace without her.“ His friend laughed at 
the captain's dolorous countenance, and can you, 


fir, ſaid he, be ſo chagrined by the perverſeneſs of 
an ignorant girl, who, if once ſubdued, would 

thank you for your kindneſs? you ſhall have a fair 
trial this night; if you pleaſe, I will convey you 
into my ſiſter's apartment, and if ſhe is not ſenſible 
by morning of the good we intended her, I durſt 


a 


WE 
venture to be ſacrificed. The captain conceived 
freſh hopes from this infamous propoſal, and de- 
termined to put it in execution, conſidered it as his 
laſt ſtake, and felt much anxiety for the ſucceſs. 
hey agreed to ſpend an hour at the tavern in order 


to raiſe the captain's ſpirits, and enable him to per- 
ſevere with proper reſolution. e 


+ Poor Nancy Bliſfworth-endured the greateſt mb 


ſery imaginable; © alas, ſaid ſhe, how have I been 


deluded through flowery paths to this fatal precipice, 
but God Almighty has ſaved me from falling, and 


I wil) take the firſt opportunity of flying this cruel 
lover and baſe brother.“ She took a walk out, in 


order to compoſe herſelf, and divert in fome ſmall 
degree her tormenting refleQions ; how was 1 
brought, ſhe would ſay, within view of extreme 
happineſs, when like a ſhadow it has eluded my 
graſp? the gentlemen returned before her, and the 
ro was concealed according to agreement, as 

- Privately as poſſible in Nancy's chamber. The un- 
ſuſpecting maid on her return being informed that 
her brother was at home, retired immediately, and 


the captain thought proper to keep his ftation, un- 


til all the family were in bed; at midnight he ven- 

tured forth, as gently as he could, but Nancy's 
mind was too much diſturbed to ſuffer her to ſleep, 

and ſhe was immediately alarmed, and cried out, 
whois there? the lover was diſconcerted, but fear- 
ing leſt ſhe ſhould raiſe the family, he replied in a 
low whiſper, *<. don't be frighted, madam, there 
is no harm intended you? What do you want, ſaid 
* the, and who are you? the captain found it was 

in vain to attempt to impoſe upon her, and there- 
fore confeſſed his whole deſign. And can you, 
fir, ſaid the lovely terrified creature, intend me ſo 

at an injury, yet aſſure me you mean no harm? 
would gladly not expoſe myſelf and you to the fa- 


* 


mily, but be aſſured, if you advance oply.one; ſtep | 


peater, no conſideration ſhall reſtrain me from 15 


00 


3 „ FF oe ESE RE GIS 
— N as 4 : 
: 9 


N 


Ma. FRANCISCLIVE. 8 
ing them all to aſſiſt me.“ He intreated her to 
hear him a few moments, and proteſted he would 
marry her, if ſhe complied, the next morning. 
« Putting, returned Nancy, your account of a 
prior engagement, falſe perhaps as the proteſtations 
you are now making, out of the queſtion, I never 
would conſent ; if your intentions were honourable, 
would you have been under the neceſſity of ſtealing 
at midnight like a thief into my chamber? you 
know too well the eaſy acceſs you always had to 
me, whilſt I was impoſed upon by falſe pretences; 
but never, never again can you regain my good opi- 
nion.“ - By. this time, ſhe had quite dreſſed herſelf; 
it was an extreme dark night, ſo that they were 
unable to diſtinguiſh each other. I inſiſt upon 
it, reſumed ſhe, riſing, that you ſtay no longer 
here, and inform my brother, that his plots u 
my virtue will never ſucceed, nor will I ſell myſelf 
to gratify his ambition.” The captain was ſo awed 
by her reſolution and real innocence, that he had 
not the courage to offer the leaſt violence, beſides 


he was well aſſured his purpoſe would be defeated 


by her alarming the family. Miſs Bliſſworth, ſaid 
he, I have. much to propoſe to you, will you, if I 


give you the ſatisfaction of withdrawing now, re- 


ceive me tomorrow morning with your uſual ſweet- 
neſs.” Tomorrow morning, replied ſhe, you 
ſhall have no reaſon to complain of your reception.“ 
Satisfied in ſome meaſure with this promiſe, the 
captain felt. round for the door, and opening it, 

took himſelf to the well known chamber of bis 
friend, the appointed rendezvous for the morning. 
Nancy immediately ſecured her door, and ſat down 
on the bed, in order to fix upon ſome ſcheme to 
avoid all future perſecution from her great enemies. 
The captain aſcended the ſtairs with much precau- 
tion, and obtained an eaſy admittance from his 
friend, who was mortified tg the laſt degree * 
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little perverſe toad of a ſiſter as he kindly called 
her, and ſwore he would be her match ſtill. The 
officer paſſed the remainder of the night in great 

' agitation, and felt in ſpite of himſelf that he really 
' eſteemed this girl more for her perſeverance in vir- 
tue than he ever did before for her beauty. Oh! 
thought he, if ſhe was but intitled to half my for- 
tune, then might I make both her and myſelf 
happy with a good grace; but how ſhould I render 
myſelf the jeſt of my acquaintance, were I to ſuf- 
fer my inclinations to get the better of my reaſon; 
no, it cannot, muſt not be: Nancy Bliſſworth was 
not born to be wife to Captain Seymour. Nancy 

| racked her imagination for a long time before ſhe 
could fix upon any probable means of eſcaping, as 
ſhe was unacquainted with the town, and had not 
one perſon to aſſiſt her, in whom ſhe could confide. 
Her critical ſituation obliged her to determine to 
try the goodneſs of her landlady's heart, but, as 
they were lodgings of her brother's chuſing, ſhe 
was not without apprehenſions of the family's being 
in his intereſt; yet, certainly, ſhe ſaid, one fe- 
male cannot be ſo abandoned, as not to deliver ano- 
ther from infamy and perdition. I will, however, 
make the attempt, and ſhall have day-light to en- 
courage me, and, if I am betrayed, I will caſt my- 
ſelf upon the mercy of an hackney coach- man to con- 
vey me ſafe to the Inn where the ſtage goes from: 
in this manner ſhe ſat till fix o'clock, and, upon hear- 
ingthe maid come down, ſhe ventured out of her 
room, and deſired ſhe would tell her miſtreſs, with 
as little noiſe as poſſible, that ſhe begged to ſpeak 
with her immediately; the girl delivered this meſ- 
ſage, and the good-natured woman was not long be- 
fore ſhe came down, much ſurpriſed at Miſs Blifſ- 
worth's wantingher ſoearly : Soon as ſhe ſaw her diſ- 
ordered countenance, ſhe concluded ſhe was ill, 5 
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for intreating her to go to bed again, and offered 
to prepare whatever ſhe pleaſed to take, and bring 
it ber. Nancy replyed with tears, I accept this 
mark of tenderneſs as a favourable mark of the good- 

neſs of your diſpoſition,” and therefore will venture 
to tell you, it is in your power to ſave me from de- 
ſtruQion.” The good woman was alarmed, and 


_ promiſed her utmoſt aſſiſtance: Nancy then related 
every particular of this infamous attempt, and in- 


treated her to put her in a way of getting ſafe to 
the inn, and ſhe herſelf could work out the reft. 


Mrs. Richardſon offered herſelf to attend her, and 


ſee her into the ſtage ; Nancy thanked. her in the 
gratefulleſt terms imaginable, and aſſured her if 
ſhe lived, ſhe would make her amends. She then 


took out of her own portmanteau a little linen 


gown, her own property, and packing up all the, 


cloaths ſhe had received from her brother, deſired 


Mrs. Richardſon to give him the key, which ſhe. 
encloſed in a little note, ſignifying, that, as the 
price he had ſet upon them, rendered them un- 
worthy her acceptance, ſhe had not preſumed to 
take one thing away. Having ſettled theſe mat- 
ters, and taken a diſh of coffee, Mrs. Richardſon 
adviſed her before the maid to go to bed, and ſhe 
would take the liberty of ſtepping up to her at her 


return from Covent Garden market, where ſhe 


was accuſtomed to go three times a week. 
Under pretence of waiting upon her to her room, 
the let her out, and promiſed to overtake her by the 
time ſhe reached the bottom of the ſtreet ; this ſhe 
did not fail to do, and putting themſelves into the 
firſt coach they met with, reached the inn juſt in 
time for the ſtage. There was but one paſſenger, 
beſides Nancy, which ſhe was by no means diſſt 
tisfied with, and Mrs. Richardſon, having ſeen the 
coach ſet off, returned home with much ſatisfaQion, 


The gentlemen did not riſe till ten o'clock, when 


Captain 


2 Par L I A 
Captain Bliſſworth rung the bell with an air of im- 


portance, and ordered the maid to tell Miſs Bliſſ- 


worth he waited breakfaſt for her. The aukward 


girl replyed, that Miſs had had a diſh of coffee at 


fix o'clock, and complained of being ill, and her 
miſtreſs adviſed her to take ſome reſt; and, perhaps, 
if his honour pleaſed, ſhe ought not to be diſturbed, 
Ah! ſaid the captain, with a contracted brow, 
& if her eoffee and ſleep will but cure her ill-hu- 
mours, it will be a good thing.“ Away went the 
girl, and the captain called his friend down, telling 
him, as he entered the dining room, there was no 

rverſe ſlut to brow beat them. During the break- 


faſt Mr. Blifſworth continued to pour forth invec- 


tives upon inveQives againſt his ſiſter, and raiſing 
his voice with an intention ſhe ſhould hear him, he 
vowed ſhe ſhould never have another.ſhilling from 
him, whilſt ſhe was upon theſe high ropes. He 
happened accidentally to caſt his eye upon a (lab, 
and eee, a note in his ſiſter's hand, then, for 
the firſt time, he gave his beloved ſcheme up for 
Joſt, opened it eagerly, and read with the utmoſt 
confuſion and mortification, the few lines, then 
throwing it down, he cryed out with great vehe- 
mence, the jade is eloped. Captain Seymour 
changed countenance, and taking up the note, 
« Bliſſworth, ſaid he, your ſiſter has a noble mind, 
I am concerned we hare driven her to theſe ex- 
tremities, where do you think ſhe can be gone to ? 


“ Only to the devil, replyed her tender brother, 
and I heartily wiſh he had had her ſome time 


ago.“ Mr. Seymour, notwithſtanding his principles 
were not over nice, was upon this occaſion ſhocked 
at his companion's | brutality, 5 Bliſſworth, ſaid 
he, more temper, nay, a ſhew of tenderneſs would 
be worthy. the heart of ſo near a relation at this 
jundture: What I fay, replyed the brother, 3 

purely upon your account; you ſee the girl hat 
324 | | | ; no 
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Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. of 
not hurt me in any reſpect; ſhe has fooliſhly left 
her cloaths behind, which 1 can convert into the 
ready, and then conſidering my obligation to you 
ſhe wont be much in my debt.“ Upon my 
honour, returned the captain ironically, I am quite 
of your opinion; The company of Bliſſworth was 
now become diftaſteful to Captain Seymour, and, 
notwithſtanding the part he had acted was chiefly 
at his inſtigation and requeſt, yet he abſolutely 
abhorred him for it; where could ſhe be, into what 
hands ſhe was fallen, and the diſtreſſes ſhe might 
experience, almoſt diſtraged him? but, when he 
reflected, that he could never obtain her favonr 
without ſhackles and contempt; he, for a moment, 
; endeavoured to baniſh her from his remembrance, - 
4 tried the experiment, of the bottle, and a conſtant 
a ſucceſſion of company, but in vain. He found, 
e even in his utmoſt intoxication, ſhe engroſſed his 
4 whole thoughts, and that there was not upon earth 
25 a remedy that could reach his diſorder; at length, 
or 
ft 
en 


he determined to fell his commiſſion, and retire to 

one of his country feats, as in ſuch a retirement he 

ſhould not have occaſion to bluſh at either her 
. family or ſimplicity : whilſt he was balancing in 
ut his mind his love againſt the laugh of the world, 
he received the following letter, which turned the 
ſcale at once, and gave his fears of contempt to 
the winds. e i 8 1a Ti 3 


* 


. 


Though perhaps I may incur your deriſion for 
my vanity in imagining myſelf capable of giving 
your mind the leaſt diſturbance, yet I confeſs my+ 
ſelf unequal to the thought of your being ſo aban« 
doned in your principles, as not to feel ſome anxiety 
concerning the fate of a young creature, driven out 


* 


rr 


in a ſtrange town by your unworthy treatment of 


her; but, fir, I have | happily regained: my dear 
father's protection, under which I congratulate 
both myſelf and you upon my happy eſcape ; my 
portion would inevitably have been wretched. be- 
| yond expreflion, nor could you, fir, have always 
ſuppreſſed the keen pangs of remorſe for depriving 
a poor creature of her only poſſeſſion ; if you would 
enjoy true felicity, let me be the laſt you will ever 


+ attempt to reduce to a condition more deplorable ' 


than either poverty, ſickneſs, or the horrors of a 
Priſon. Oh! think of the curſes aſcending from 
bitterneſs of heart to that juſt being, who will 
avenge the cauſe of injured innocence, and however 
long the ſtroke may be ſuſpended, it will, at laſt, 
fall with inſupportable weight. I forgive you the 
injury you intended me, for when I conſider my 
brother's wickedneſs, it almoſt reduces your crime 
to nothing. I wiſh you happineſs, therefore con- 
ſequently ſhould rejoice, if this well intended ex- 
hortation, ſhould awaken you to a ſenſe of your 
preſent ſtate, and incline you hereafter to merit 
a better name than the deſtroyer of peace and 
Innocence. | T 

: N, B.“ 


Captain Seymour was ſo touched at this lively 
picture of innate goodneſs, that he no longer he- 
ſitated to make this amiable woman ample amends 
for the affront he had given her, and uneaſineſs ſhe 
had ſuffered. He immediately called upon Mr. 
Bliſſworth, and without mentioning the letter he 
| had received, or appearing to have any particular 
ſcheme in view, informed himſelf of his father's 

_ addreſs, and wrote a very genteel letter, apologizing 
for his* former deſigns, and offering his hand and 
fortune to Nancy, begged her father would uſe 1 
| | utmo 
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"utmoſt influence; as he was well aſſured, except 
her juſt reſentment, ſhe had no other objections; 
that if he would favour him with a line, he would 


come down and lay all his circumſtances and con- 


nexions ſincerely before him, that he might be con- 


vinced his preſent intentions were ſtrictly honoura- 


ble, and that he had the power of accompliſhing the. 


utmoſt he would promiſe. „ 
The old man (an honeſt, plain, induſtrious 
farmer) received this letter with aſtoniſnment, as 
Nancy had not given them the particulars of either 
this gentleman's, or her brother's behaviour; but 
ſhe now explained the whole matter. The honeſt 
man got à neighbour to ſcratch an anſwer, which 
amounted to no more than many profeſſions of his 
being ſenſible of the honour the gentleman did his 
daughter, but that ſne would not conſent to receive 
him, unleſs he would promiſe her ſhe ſhould never 
be compelled to ſee her brother more. This condi- 
tion was chearfully complied with, and, in fix weeks 
time, Nancy Bliſſworth became Mrs. Seymour, 
This tranſaQtion was a ſecret to the noble Captain 


Bliſſworth, until he received a letter from Mr. 


Seymour, which contained a bank note for five 

hundred pounds, telling him that was all he muſt 
ever expect from him, as he had ſold his own com- 
miſſion, and was retired with his lady with an in- 
tention to commence country ſquire; and that he 
had been accepted merely upon his giving a ſolemn 
promiſe of breaking off all connexions with him, 
for reaſons he might learn hereafter. Bliſſworth 


was thunderſtruck at this intelligence, damned the 
minx, let her be who ſhe would, for her antipathy 


to him, extolled his friend's generoſity to the ſkies, 


and was immediately a colonel in imagination. He 


waited ſome time before he advanced another ſtep 
towards the ambitious height he aimed at ; but an 
un- 
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unexpected opportunity preſenting itſelf, he did not 
fail to improve it, and gained the eminence of major; 
here he ſtuck for ſome time, but, upon a war break- 
ing out, ſeveral new regiments were raiſed, and ſo 
Eager was he to be dubbed Colonel Bliſſworth, that 
he exchanged his majority in an eſtabliſhed corps 
with the favourite of a great man, for the rank of 
colonel, on a new and uncertain eſtabliſhment, 
without requiring any conſideration. He was not 
ſenſible of his folly, until peace reduced him to half 
pays 2 great reduction of his revenue! and would 
have been ſeverely felt by him, but for the con- 
ſoling reflection, that his title of conſequence was 
confirmed to him, and might perhaps recommend 
him, with his other ſtriking qualifications, to ſome 
woman of fortune. > | 
Such was this big man, who conſidered the com- 
pfletion of his wiſhes at hand, on being ſo fortunately 
caſt in company with Mrs. Pinkney. We ſhould 
not have been 15 circumſtantial in this gentleman's 
hiſtory, but that we are well aſſured, there are 
many Colonel Bliſſworths, who derive their origin, 
and owe their riſe to as mean and unworthy founda- 
tion as he did, which is the cauſe that military 
gentlemen, though in themſelves extremely meri- 
| torious, undergo an indiſcriminate judgment and 
contempt with thoſe men, who bring this ſlur upon 
the eee and, when traced, are found to be 
neither better nor worſe than our hero, who is in- 
deed a ſcandal to the military eloth. | 
We left him in much impatience for the lady's 


E waking, which did not happen for above an hour 


after, but rather than not ſhine, he condeſcended to 
diſplay his luſtre to vulgar eyes. He immediately 
whipped his two humble companions, over inte 
Germany, and made them witneſſes of ſuch ex- 
traordipary exploits, as no hero, but a Draw- 


Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 9 
canſir, could pretend to equal: a violent jolt diſ- 
compoſing the ſquire, he began to rub his eyes, 
and, when he had rendered them capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing objects, expreſſed no ſmall aſtoniſhment 
to find they had during his nod. reached Finchley 
Common. es ou | | | 
Madam thought proper on finding the gentlemen 
were awake to open her fair eyes, and declared ſhe 
had ever till then deemed it impoſſible to ſleepin a a 
ſtage, but now acknowledged her error. It would 
be endleſs to relate the many impertinences com- 
mitted by the commander and Mrs. Pinkney ; be it 
therefore ſufficient to ſay, that they arrived at 
Barnet, where the breakfaſt furniſhed Mrs. Pinkney 
d . 2 | f - 
with numberleſs opportunittes of diſplaying her (no) 
conſequence, by affecting ſo much delicacy as to 
be incapable of eating or drinking whatever this 


1 well frequented place could accommodate her with. 
1 It would be well, if all thoſe gentlemen and ladies, 
1's whoſe quality and conſequence are confined to a 
i ſage coach, would take this hint and conſider, that 
, ſo far from making that important figure they aim 


at, they only diſcover their aſs's ears, which per- 
haps might otherwiſe be concealed by their lion's 
covering. The colonel indeed, from his ignorance 
of genteel life, and an abſurd notion he had con- 
lracted, that to play the gentleman'was to play the 
bear, conceived no ſmall idea of his fellow traveller, 
and thought her the beſt bred, wittieſt and handſo- 
meſt woman he had ever been in company with. 
The Welchman, who was deſcended in a ſtraight 
line from the famous Llewellen bore no inconſide- 
rable part in the converſation, and never were three 
perſonages ſo equally great, and equally little, as 
this ſmall aſſembly : as for the two women before 
mentioned, they had too much natural underſtand- 
ing not to perceive they were over- looked by their 

| | fellow 
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fellow travellers, and therefore, with an humility 
truly exemplary, or rather contempt for the ſlight 
they ſuſtained, they preferred being upon. a footing 
with the maid, to fitting at a diſtance, and eating 
that breakfaſt they muſt pay for uncomfortably with 
the fine miſtreſs and the finer gentleman, The 
coach-man ſummoned- the good company before 
the lady had met with any thing to ſuit her appe- 
tite, and, upon their treating him with undue ne- 
glect, began to grow very vociferous : the gentle- 
man called him a boor. for having ſo little conſidera- 
tion for the lady; but he ſurlily replied, that he 
was to remember himſelf, and not negle& his 
maſter's buſineſs, becauſe a lady was ſo nice, that 
nothing would pleaſe her; and, for his part, he 
had ſtayed his uſual time, and would carry off thoſe 
paſſengers that were ready, and the others had 
better take a poſt-chaiſe, that they might travel at 
their leiſure. The colonel toſſed up his head with 
no ſmall meaning, but did not chuſe to open till he 
had got into the coach, and was driven off; his 
choler then roſe, and he beſtowed a volley of exe- 
crations upon the fellow's brutality, and declared it 
was with difficulty that he had reſtrained himſelf 
from ſe erely correcting his audacity. The lad) 
commended his prudence in not encountering with 
ſuch an Hottentot, who was beneath his notice, 
but the deſcendant of Llewellen proteſted, that 
had he been preſent at the whole tranſaction, bis 
teſentment of the inſult the lady had. ſuſtained 
would have infallibly hurried him beyond the 
bounds of diſcretion: the colonel was nettled at 
Mr. Owen's indirect reflection upon his courage, 
and to convince the lady that it was not in the [eaſt 
deſective, he gave them a moſt ſurpriſing relation 
of the defeating three highwaymen upon Sutton- 
Coldfield. This gentleman dealt exceedingly in the 
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marvellous, which was obvious to one of the plain 
companions, who preſumed to ſay, from a ſuſpicion 
ſhe conceived of the colonel's real courage} and in 
order, if they ſhould happen to meet with any 
collectors, to render him thoroughly ridiculous, 
4 It is a great happineſs, fir, at this juncture, to 
travel under the protection of a gentleman of your 
valour and experience; for I was informed to day 5 
that this road is much infeſted with highwaymen.“ 
The colonel's attention was inſtantly engaged; for 
praiſes are food for the vain, whether beſtowed by 
my lord or a chimney- ſweeper, though not equally 
ſubſtantial. Fear nothing, ſaid he, madam; 
for I give you my honour, this arm, and this 
weapon, pointing to his truſty toledo, ſhall be your 
defence, and, as I have a great reſpeQ for the fair 
ſex, I would not expoſe them to unneceſſary appre - 
henſions; for you muſt underſtand I ſhould not 
encounter my enemy to ſuch a diſadvantage, as out 
of this or that window, nodding his head alternately, 
but ſhould throw myſelf into the road, and cut and 
ſlay without mercy.” The ſimple approbation 
this ſhrewd woman had expreſſed, was ſo pleaſing, 
that the colonel at dinner, unwilling to loſe one 
admirer, propoſed; that as they were all fellow 
travellers, they ſhould be all meſſmates; and, 
% madam, ſaid he, if you will condeſcend to per- 
mit your woman to ſit down at table with you, 
we ſhall not think her unworthy, as much worſe : 
company muſt be diſpenſed with ina public con- 
veyance: the lady graciouſly conſented that Rachel 
ſhould be admitted upon a more intimate footing, 
and the day was paſſed with great ſatisfaction. In 
the evening, as the colonel was ſhining upon a par- 
ticular ſubject, ſuddenly the coach received a great 
ſhock, and, before they could recover their ſurpriſe, 
over they went with a 2 violence: the ladies 
r . 
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| ſcreamed, and the gentlemen ſwore extravagantly ; 
but Mr. Owen's Man, being on horſeback, was 
very expeditious in aſſiſting his maſter, and fellow- 
ſufferers, and got them all ſafe out of their perilous 
ſituation. This diſaſter interrupted their good 
humour for ſome time, but a good ſupper, and 
comfortable repoſe, ſo far refreſhed them, that 
they met in the morning with quite different faces. 
Mrs. Pinkney's forebhead was a little ſcarified; but 
then the reflection that it might have been her eye, 
or her noſe, reconeiled her to what many ladies of 
more r would have reckoned a very great 
misfortune. The company aſcended the carriage 
with reluctance, as it now. ſeemed: more tremendous 
than ever; but the all- eloquent colonel exerted 
himſelf ſo ſucceſsfully for the amuſement of the 
ladies, that he: lulled their cares into a pleaſing 
ee, wlll Targa! joy 507 iemGRts 
Phe third: day's journey brought the company 
upon that very ſpot, where their knight-errant had 
ſa ſingularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf. by an unequal 
combat with; three robbers, and obtained ſo memo- 
rable a vitory; or, in three words, they entered 
upan Sutton Caldfieid. The hero began again to 
expatiate upon that great action, and ſeveral notable 
circumſtances; occurred to his recollection, as they 
drew nearer and nearer. the ſcene of glory, when ' 
ſuddenly all his laurels were blaſted by the abrupt 
appearance of a ccuple of ſuſpicious looking fellows. 
The colonel” had the advantage of his companions 
being ſeated at the only window from which they 
were viſible in their retreat behind a few trees cloſe 
by the road, for the better convenience of a ſudden 
attack. The blood forſook his cheek, which, as 
it was a deep red, intermixed with purple, muſt be 
too evident not to be perceived by the whole com- 
pany : the : enquired if he was ill, he artfully 
Tot | yo Com- 
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_ complained ' of a violent Join in his head, and faid 
he fancied. a ſhort nap, if the ladies would excuſe 
him, would be very ſalutary, and that as a back 
ſeat from the mariner of thoſe carriages being hung, 
was more commodious for ſuch a purpoſe he ſhould 

take if as a favour if Mrs. Rachel would accommo- 
date him with her place for half an hour or ſo; 
Rachel immediately conſented, but the change was 
no ſooner adjuſted than ſhe heartily repented her 
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compliance, for befote the colonel could affect, 
with any tolerable grace, to have reſigned himſelf 
to the arms of Morpheus, the coach-man ſtopped, 
and acquainted the gentlemen and ladies that it 
would not be long before they were attacked, as 
the highwaymen had poſted themſelves at a con- 
venient diſtance on the left hand ſide of the road. 
Rachel, with terrified'aſpeQ, cryed out, Colonel! 
colonel Bliſſworth] for heaven's ſake give me my 
place again,” but the colonel put her off with a 
ſore, nor was he to be rouſed by the cries of the 


whole company, nor ſeveral hearty ſhoves given 
him by the royal Welchman. Ladies, ſaid Mr. 
Owen, don't be frighted, though that gentleman, 
whoſe immediate province it is to defend the fair, 
and whoſe arm and ſword you were exhorted to 
rely upon, has deſerted you: yet eould my reſiſtance 
avail you, I would not heſitate to make it; but, 1 
think, it is more adviſable for us to part with a 
ſmall ſum than to endanger our lives; therefore . 
Mrs. Rachel, change places with me, and I will” 
addreſs theſe men in ſuch language, as ſhall, at 
leaſt, ſecure, you from ill treatment: ſo ſaying, he 
undauntedly threw hiinſelf to that window they 
expected the attack would be firſt made upon, and 
was prepared with an handſome ſpeech to receive 
them ; but, to the colonel's great confuſion: ant 
diſappointment, they beſet each window, and po- 
= : E 2 litely 
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 Lely accepted of what the ladies and Mr. Owen 


| thought proper to beſtow upon them: but the 


_ colonel ſtill affecting to ſleep, they rifled his pockets, 
ſeized his watch, and not being able to diveſt his 


4 


little finger of its elegant ornament without ſome. 


difficulty, the fellow's propoſed cutting it off, and 
ſaid the ladies could not . reckon ſuch an action in- 


human, as the man muſt infallibly be dead, or 


they ſhould have rouſed him before then. This 
was too ſerious a buſineſs not to be interrupted, the 
colonel not having reſolution to loſe even a little 


finger to preſerve his reputation, but haſtily opening 
his eyes, ſaid, ** gentlemen, I intreat you would 


| have alittle patience, and I will help you to it im- 


mediately, as I underſtand. the method of taking it 


off:“ © Far be it from us, replied the highwaymen, 
to oppreſs the weak: he ſoon preſented them with 
it, and, with a reſpectful bow to the ladies and 
Mr. Owen, and a ſarcaſtic glance at the noble 
officer, they rode off. The colonel, whoſe front 
was unknown to ſhame, ſaid, it was a mighty ugly 
buſineſs to be taken ſo unprepared, and a ſword - 
would have availed but little againſt a brace of 
balls. The laugh was againſt him for ſome time, 


but, upon his humorouſly enough begging quarter, 


the company had too much good nature to purſue 


the jeſt when it began to grow painful ; and there- 
fore dropped the ſubje& ; but poor Mr. Bliſſworth 
found himſelf at an infinite loſs for converſation, 
for he had not only been robbed of his watch and 


money, but likewiſe of his common place topics. 


Mrs. Pinkney was far from being diſpleaſed at the | 


puſillanimity of her admirer, as ſhe. imagined it 
rendered him fitter for the deſign ſhe was formin 
againſt him. In the evening, when they reac 


their goal for that night, ſhe begged the favour of 
Colonel Bliſſworth to ſtep into a private parlour 


with 
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Ma. FRANCISCLIVE. 10 
with her for a few minutes: he attended the lady 
immediately, when the artful Fezehel. addreſſed 
him in the following terms; Colonel, faid ſhe, 
as J have conceived a very high opinion of your 
honour, and the recent fright we Nas had con- 
vincing me of my imprudence in travelling with a 
conſiderable ſum about me, I ſhall eſteem myſelf 
much obliged to you, if you will take the care of 
two hundred and fifty pounds, until we arrive at 
our journey's end.” The colone] was quite elated 
at the compliment and proof of the lady's confi- 
dence, and accepted of tbe truſt with fo much un- 
neceſſary parade and circumlocution, as apparently 
evinced it was not common for him to be held in 
fo much conſideration. Ihe golden bait ſucceeded 
and confirmed his intire belief of all that Rachel 
had related, and he that night came to a refolution 
of attacking the widow ſo vigorouſly, as to render 
the refunding unneceſſary : purſuant to which, he 
did fo beſcrape her in the morning, and compll- 
ment her all day, that his VVelſh friend, at whoſe 
houſe he was going to ſpend three months, began 
to ſmoke his intentions, and tock an opportunity at 
the next baiting to tax him with it, He ingenuouf]y 
confeſſed he ' was right in his conjeQures, and 
| begged he would lend a hard towards bringing the 
buſineſs to a ſpeedy iſſue. The Welchman pro- 
miſed his beſt aſſiſtance; they ſoon reſumed” their 
wonted ſituations, and Mr. Owen began to ſhine in 
his turn by ſaying, he foreſaw that this journey 
would produce a match, and begged he might be 
accepted as father: the colonel ſhewed his white 
teeth, and the widow endeavoured to bluſh at this 
intimation; the women gaped for the meaning, 
and were not long in diſcovering it. Mrs. Pinkney 
was determined to proceed with caution, and there- 
fore imreated Mr. Owen not to deceive her, but 
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reaſon to repent her choice. 


nr 


-matter by degrees, as 
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ive her a juſt account of Colonel Bliſſworth's 

amily and circumſtances ; Mr. Owen; aſſured her, 
he was of the rank he appeared to be, as to his 
mms he: beſieved” it was vat. whey, (nals by 
tee], but he unfortunately, was neither 
the eldeſt fon, nor the favourite; that he was 
certain he was both good natured and generous, 
nd did. believe that whatever, lady, condeſcended to 
onour him with her hand, would never have any 
This was more than 
ſufficient to engage Mrs. Pinkney's conſent, and 

after a month's continuance ar Cheſter, for that 
very purpoſe, ſhe received a lawful claim to the 
tile of Colonel Bliſworth's lady. She had previous 
to her nuptials engaged, that the utmoſt ſecrecy 
might be obſerved, until her. return from Ireland, 
told them the gentleman, whoſe houſe ſhe was 
going to, was both a relation and truſtee, and that 


the would give him notice, that ſhe intended ſoon 


and to break the 
atter by de | he had it in his power, .if ſhe 
abſolutely diſobliged him, to inquire her ciicum- 
ſtances. All this was judged but reaſonable,: and 
the time and manner of diſcloſing this ſtolen wed- 
ding was ſubmitted to the lady's diſcretion ; Mr. 
Owen offered to accompany her to the head, with 
her dear colonel, but ſhe declined it, leſt the thing 
ſhould get air. too ſoon, ſo that Rachel, and her 
miſtreſs, were accommodated. with an eaſy poſt- 


to relieve: him of his, trouble, 


_ chaiſe : the colonel not chuſing to expoſe. Mrs. 


Bliſſworth on any canſideration to any further 
ſtage coach inconveniences. In due time they 
reached the head, and a packet ſailing the next 
morning, they put themſelves into it, and in twelve 
hours were wafted over to Dublin, where they ſoon 


provided themſelves with lodgings, in, which they 
EO, „ once 
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once more changed her name, and reported herſelf -, 
by the maid Rachel to be the wife of one Mr. 
Smith, an Eaſt India captain. We muſt now 
return to Mr. and Mrs. Clive, who were in the 
happy poſſeſſion of an eaſy fortune, and each other's 
unfſeigned affe ction? my lord was gone to England. 
and was not much approved by the Iriſh, but they 
were obliged to receive him a ſecond time. He 
was parſimonious to the laſt degree, made an 
advantage of every poſt in his gift, had introduced 
to the ruin of many families the pernicious” faſhion. 
of gaming, did, both ladies and gentlemen, without 
diſtinction, the honour t6 pick their pdekets; and 
ſit, or madam, was the greateſt favourite,” who- 
had moſt to loſe. Mr. Clive putchaſed a very 
handſome eſtate with the money Mr. Spranger 
obliged my lord to refund, kept | a chariot And an 
elegant table, which was ſufficient to gain hit a 
number of Iriſn friends and acquaihtance. - Miſs 
Charlotte had many admirers, but centinued her 
whimſical, chearful humour, and declined many 
advantageous offers, with the ſtrange declaration, 
that her time for being in love was not yet come, 
and ſne never would marry a great eſtate; beſides, 
brother, ſaid ſhe, one day after requeſting him to 
relieve her from the perſecution of a new conqueſt, 
I can tell you I reſerve myſelf for my couſin Frank, 
like his character much, and ſhall not be obliged 
to conceal one of my grand objections to matri- 
mony, the changing my name. I really wiſh 
Charlotte, returned her brother, to puniſh you at 
once for all your folly and cruelty to your àdmirers, 
that Frank may not like you, when you: do ſee 
him; then brother, retorted' ſhe, I can but remain 
Charlotte Clive til}; for: I poſitively do not find'ſo- 
kind an inclination in my heart at preſent, to- 
| wards any one of your ſex, as to make ſo great 
56 2 8 8 5 BE a com- 
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A compliment as facrifice my meer liberty: to 
him. 
Mrs. Smith ſoon nm; 1 was informed 
; hare Mr. Clive lived, and having contrived to get 
a ſight of him, found his perſon greatly exceed her 
expectations, and had laid her plan of operation 
for ſome, time, therefore proceeded accordingly. 
She imagined. ſhe ſhould have no eaſy taſk to gain 
this man to her purpoſe, attached, as ſhe-underſtood 
he was, to his wife, and that wife ſo amiable a 
woman, as the merchant had deſcribed her; but 
me Was determined to leave no means untried to 
effe ct her deſign, but had all her hopes blaſted at 
once; for the ſecond day, after her arrival, Mrs. 
Clive. received a letter from her mama, requeſting 
her to come over as ſoon as poſſible, as Mr. Elliot 
_ was thought by the phyſicians to be in a deep 
_ decline, and earneſtly wiſhed to ſee her before he 
died. Mrs. Clive was greatly ſhocked at this intel- 
ligence, and conjured her huſband, by the affection 
he bore her, to embark for England with the 
utmoſt expedition, as ſhe never could be happy, if 
ſhe did not arrive in time to gratify her father's 
_ earneſt . wiſh. Mr. Clive felt the utmoſt duty and 
reſpect for this good gentleman, and judged of his 
wife's anxiety by the pain he himſelf ſuffered at the 
thoughts of loſing ſo valuable a parent and friend: 
che therefore engaged their paſſage in the very next 
packet, whoſe departure depended intirely upon the 
winds, Miſs Charlotte ſaid ſhe would anſwer for it 
this ſudden journey would turn out very ſatisfactory, 
as ſhe was of opinion they ſhould. find Mr. Elliot 
recovered in a greater degree than their fears would 
ſuffer them to think for, and that ſhe herſelf ſhould 
ſnap up her couſin Frank: every body, ſhe added, 
had ſome thing to bring them to the end of their 
le why not as well to their deſtiny, and bel did 
believe 


EN, 


„ ED To r 


a Ken 


% df n—_ we T3 *F ET I Ix de "rob 


Ms. FRANCIS CLIVE. 105 
believe ſhe was to be (carried off by an accident; 


neither her brother nor fiſter took the leaſt notice of 


her whimfical flight, upon which the continued, 
I forefee my wedding will. be uſhered in with all the 
ſolemn pomp of a funeral, and perhaps not unapily, 
as I may bury all my felicity at that juncture; you 
two ſhall act as mutes, for never did I behold. ſuch 
dolorous countenances. Charlotte, returned Mr. 

Clive, your mirth is always ironical;”” and brother, 

ſaid ſhe, -T may now, retort, that your gravity is 


both unbecoming, and for ought you know without 


foundation; for my part 1 have ſo little faith in the 
opinion of phyſicians, that I would ſooner take a 


leaſe of a life they had refigned to the operations of 


nature and comfortable adminiſtrations, than one 
they had ſo far hopes of as to pour down a quantity 


of nauſeous potions. Mr. Clive went out imme 


diately, and returned in half an hour, to inform his. 
wife, that the utmoſt expedition would be neceſſary 


in whatever preparations ſhe choſe to make for her- 


voyage, as he had engaged their paſſage in the firſt 
packet, which only waited for a wind. Mrs. Clive 
profeſſed herſelf infinitely obliged by this inſtance 
of her huſband's afſiduity to promote her happineſs, 
and, as ſhe propoſed taking but few things, in three” 


hours they were quite in readineſs, but were not 


fummoned till, twelve o'clock at night, and, having 
2 briſk and favourable gale, reached the head at day 
light that morning. They reſted that day, and 


_ diſpatched a man to Cheſter to procure a poſt- 
_ Chaiſe to meet them as far as was practicable, and 


the next morning taking horſes: to prevent any 
delay, the chaiſe met them at Denbigh, and they 
reached Cheſter that night. | 
The next morning ſo impatient was Mrs. Clive, 
that thev proceeded on their journey, and in four 


days arrived at Mr. Elliot's. The family was. 


e and, Mr, Elliot 

he believed he. bee by ther upon a 4 

, for. fo 125 heglt Fe amg ded, 
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cb villainous brother's bebe ; as YL SET 1 
he had not ſhewn himſelf in his proper colours, 
I ſhould have been fo weak as not to have aſ- 
ſerted my right, the benefit. of which you now 


enjoy; as for bis gifts of places and court fa- 


vours, let him beſtow them upon the unworthy, 
fawning ſycophant: he did well to object to 
your counting houſe education, and I did not ſee 
the drift of it then, but I am now convinced, that 
he was only afraid you ſhould be too honeft to 
pimp for him, or anſwer any other of his courily 
vices and purpoſes: Well but, Frank, continued 
the old gentleman, his heart overflowing with kind- 
neſs and ſatisfaction, what, no hapes of a boy? Mr. 
Clive replied, that he never had a proſpect of that 
"happineſs till then, if he was not cut out of his 
chance by Mrs. Clive's agitation of mind, and great 
fatigue. The old gentleman, forgetting what his 
friend Elliot had ſuffered, bleſſed the lucky chance 
that had brought them to England, and given bim 
agother opportunity of being a godfather! we will 

have it called Frank Spranger, ſaid he; theſe marks 
of real affection were very grateful to Mr. Clive; 
come, ſaid Mr. Spranger, it is not right to deprive 
our friends of your at el I am but one, * 
| ore 
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fore ought to have come to you; not you to mes" I 
am ready to accompany yo no to Mr. Bflidt's,. i 
and as they went along, What, interrogated he, 
has not Charlotte got her a huſpand yer?“ % Sir, 
replied Mr. Clive, Charlotte is very difficult, àndd is, 
not over fond of the men; * T don't wonder at it, 
returned Mr. Spranger, my lord was enough to'give 
ber an antipathy ; but ſhe ic gobch git ang we 
muſt get her an Engliſh huſband :*T cannot conſent 
to her living in Irefand ;** “ yo know, firs. ſaid: 
Mr. Clive, my ſiſter is very ſprightly and once 
or twice in the gaiety of her heart, ſhe has de- 
clared ſhe liked her couſin Frank Clive's character 
fo well, that ſhe will reſerve herſelf” for him,” 
«and is a wiſe girl for het pains, returned Mr. 
Spranger, I like him too, and ſee no objection- 1 
muſt have an hand in it;“ „ but, ſir, replyed Mr. 
Clive, the principal article is doubtſul. You know: 
women cannot chuſe for themſelves, and ſuppoſe: 
he ſhould not like her.“ 4 Fiddle faddle, what 
ſuppoſes are here, ſaid Nat ee ? Lam Hot 
blind, notwithſtanding I am no. boy, but can dif- 
tinguifn the agreeable from the plain, and cal tell 
you where one is more pleaſing than Charlotte, ten 
thouſand. are much inferior. I ſhould: not have 
thought, continued he, of his not liking her.” 
Mr. Spranger faluted the ladies with friendly ſatis- 
faction, and ſaid, I ee orbits Þ pl 
become a fortune-hunter, but aſſure you your = 
choice has intirely my approbation, of which you. 
| ſhall receive a convincing proof if we can bring it 
to bear. Sir, it is a pleaſure to me, replied Miſs. 
Clive, to divert my friends, and your raillery has 
ſuch a mixture of kindneſs in it, that it is more 
' grateful to me than the higheſt commendation of 
the reſt of my acquaintatice. - Leſteem you; tdo 
2 333 a : ; | 1 rh much, 


N 8 9 ths g 
R 


| 3 108 2 77 F Tux LI F E 0 r 


much, returned Mr. Spranger, to wiſh to hurt you 
by an unkind jeſt, but you have ſuch a fund of un- 
affected good eee that it requires ſome philo- 
ſophy, in even ſuch, an old fellow as I, not to be 
propoſing myſelf.” * Unleſs you really meant to 
be accepted, ſaid Miſs Charlotte, you would find 

. yourſelf.in.an ugly ſcrape, ſir, if you were to ten- 
der your perſon to me, for you are the only man I 
ks ever yet ſeen that I could not refuſe ; nay, if 
I had the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs, I am afraid I 


mould be tempted to exceed thoſe bounds of deco- 
rum ſo eſſential and proper for the abfervation of 
our ſex.” *©* Methinks, faid Mr. Elliot, you make 
a good advance now, if the, gentleman, js not abſo- 
Iutely loſt in dull inſenſibility.?? ] profeſs myſelf fo 
generous, returned Mr. Spranger, (cold I hope you 
will not think me) as to be willing to give my rival 
fair play, -but if any inſurmountable obſtacle ſhould 
ariſe, I here declare myſelf ready and willing to ſave 
you from the reproachful character of an old maid, 
, and that is engaging a vaſt deal in my opinion. Ho]. 
ever, Frank, I ſeriouſly inſiſt upon it, that you 
ſend for your couſin. to be witneſs of your happi- 
neſs; it is qve.to him for his former friendſhip.” 
Mr. Clive aſſured him he might depend upon bis 
obeying his commands, they then enquired concern- 
ing the health of all their neighbours. © Mrs. El- 
Jiot replied, they had loſt only one family, but had 
gained another which was equally agreeable : Mrs. 
Fon, ſaid ſhe, has fold her houſe, baving de- 
. termined to reſide conſtantly in London, during her 
preſent diſorder, which will probably continue ſo 
long as her life, for the advantage of being near 
ber favourite phyſician, and the purchaſer is one 
Mk. Seymour, formerly a Captain; his lady is an 
,exceffive worthy woman, but as her merit is not 
EE > vat Jets | . arornve 


Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 109 
diſcoverable to every perſon with whom ſhe ie ac- 
qua nted, ſome of the flighty ones pretend to ſay ſhe 
is of mean extraction, and no education, but, as affa- 
bility is meritorious with me, whether in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of high or low, rich or poor, ſo I find her a moſt 
eligible acquaintance, add to which, ſhe is a great 
favourite with our common friend, bowing to Mr. 
Spranger.“ I like her, faid the honeſt man, be- 
cauſe ſhe is no obſerver of ceremony; you may be 
as eaſy at her houſe as your own, ſpeak your ſenti- 
ments freely without the leaſt danger of giving of- 
fence, having your meaning mifinterpreted, or your 
converſation retailed to the next viſitan:t. In ſhort, 
for I love to deal plainly, it is the only family I en- 
joy true ſatisfeion with, when I am deprived of 
my ſecond home, as I conſider this houſe. The 
captain is a facetious companion, and [ believe he. 
has been a ſad dog in his youth; he eonfeſſes in- 
deed he owes his reformation to his wife, and it is 
a maxim of mine to eſteem people for what I find 
them, not what they may have been; for I think 
a reformed. mind is more valuable than one that 
has plodded on in a continued beaten path, merely 
from being exempt from the ſame temptations 
which may have miſled a leſs unworthy perſon. 
What is the human heart, continued the old gen- 
tleman, pleaſed with his own refteQions, but re- 
plete with a ſtrong bias and propenfity to every 
vice and folly; the natural current may be too rapid 
for youth to reſiſt; therefore youth is intitled to great 
allowance, and tender conſideration; but when a 
mind confirmed by time and practice, in a right way 
of thinking, and principles, flies out again a wild 
gooſe chace, I then have neither patience nor 
temper. They all ſmiled; „ you are right, 
continued he in your conjeQure, 1 had our 
youthful peer in my eye, when I breathed that in- 

« : vective.“ 
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vectiye. The evening proving: bad Mr. Spranger 
Was prevailed upen to break through one of bis 
eſtabliſned cuſtoms of never ſleeping out of his 
on houſe, except upon a journey. Mr. Clive 
" Hext morning diſpatched a letter of invitation, 
purſuant to the injunction of his friend, to his 
couſin; Frank, requiring his company immediately. 
Mrs, Elliot was vaſtly concerned when the became 
acquainted with her daughter's condition, at the 
great hazard ſhe had expoſed. herſelf to, and was 
not quite free from apprehenſion for ſome time, 
leſt the conſequence might prove fatal, ſhe omit- 
ted no preventive caution and aſſiduity, and in- 
ſiſted her daughter ſhould not return, until that 
eritical period was over ; this fixed their conti- 
nuance in England to at leaſt ſix months, to the 
general ſatisfaction of all parties; | ſeveral days 
paſſed over without their receiving any account of 
the merchant, Mr. Clive was both concerned and 
ſurpriſed, and at the expiration of a week wrote to 
Mr. Sprat his partner, begging the favour of him 
to put them out of their ſuſpence; the very next 
poſt brought them the mortifying news, that Mr. 
Clive had been gone to Hamburgh three weeks 
before the receipt of their letter; they having loſt 
à correſpondent of 'conſequence, which rendered it 
"neceſſary that one of them ſhould perſonally engage 
with another, that poſſibly he might not return 
in leſs than a twelvemonth : this information was 
a real diſappointment to them all, not merely for 
eutting them out of a good deal of mirth, but as 
they conſidered him as a valuable friend and re- 
lation, they greatly wiſhed his acquaintance ; 25 
they were certain they had no inconſiderable-ſhare 
in his friendſhip. Charlotte faid her conqueſt 
would keep cold without the leaſt detriment, unleſs 
an Hamburgher ſhould foreſtal her intentions. Mr, , 
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Spranger was ſurpriſingly chagrined, and declared, 
W rather have given a.thouſand pounds than 
—. had his ſchemes fruſtrated by ſuch. croſs 
| accidents; and wiſhed the Ke Ls ty had been 
at reſt a twelve month ſooner, or had had his 
exiſtence . prolonged till the enſuing year, then 
Charlotte, he fa, might have had an opportunity 
of ſeeing Hamburgh: but, continued he, your next 
to Ireland, good folks, ſhall be bur a ſhort 


urn 

Py fr I find our part of the world too much en- 
ive ned by the addition of your companies to con- 

. ſent to any more long abſences ; they aſſured him i 0 

. would add not a little to their ſatisfaction, an 

t enjoyment of life, to be permitted to ſpend it in 

5 their native country, that they conſidered them- 

L ſelves in a kind of exile, on the other ſide the water; 

5 for notwithſtanding Dublin contained many worthy | 

f families, and that they met with an agreeable 

Fl reception every where, yet Spranger-Hall, nor 

0 Elliot place, was not in their neighbourhood, and 

m conſequently their felicity muſt be incomplete; 

* wheedlers all, ſaid Mr. Spranger; I warrant now 

r. if one could have a peep. into your hearts, your 


diſtance from us is rendered very tolerable, by your 
being from under the inquiſitive eye.and obſervation 
of a couple of old fellows ; what ſay you, friend | 
Elliot? it is a natural, concluſion, fir, I acknow- 
ledge, returned Mr. Ellior, but I hope our children: 
are as great an exception to this too general rule, 
as Jam ſenſible (without vanity) we both are to 
the generality of old fellows, who delight in ren- 
dering their company a conſtraint and incumbrance, 
inſtead of agreeable to their children. I only 
wonder ſuch men can be ſurpriſed to find them- 
ſelves avoided as much, as poſſible ; for I think 
a teaſing, unreaſonable old fellow, is a monſtrous 
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Mr. and Mrs. Seymour having ſeen nothing of 
them for a whole week, came over to efiquire'in- 
to the reaſon, and expreſſed much ſurprize on 
finding the family ſo greatly Auen This 
was too good an handle for Mr. Spranger to neg. 
lect, ah! ſaid he, madam, we look for a till fur- 
ther augmentation, for, ſoftly be it ſpoken, I am 
in the high road to be a grandfather, who knows 
but we may all at the long run be relations; (Mrs. 
Seymour being then pregnant) if you do but con- 
trive fo well as to have a daughter, for ours is in- 
fallibly to be a boy; the eaptain and his wife equa]- 
ly admired the two young ladies, and eſteemed the 
gentleman. They ſpent a vaſt deal of their time 
together, and their days glided away in the utmoſt 
tranquillity, until Mrs. Seymour was overtaken by 
the extremity of her condition, and, as if ſhe play- 
ed indeed at croſs purpoſes, did not oblige Mr. 
Spranger with the much ,wiſhed for girl, but pro- 
duced a very fine boy; the good gentleman foon fe- 
coneiled himſelf to this diſappointment, by ſaying 
a year or two hence would do as well, for the 
girl's appearance, as he thought, that the huſband 
mould have the advantage in point of age. Mrs. 
Clive was as ſucceſsful as her neighbour in her reco- 
very, and was likewiſe bleſſed with a fon, only 
two months later than Mrs. Seymour. Mr. Spran- 
ger was quite elated at this event, examined the 
infant's features (with the aſſiſtance of a new pair 
of ſpectacles) moſt accurately, and ingeniouſly 
diſcovering a great reſemblance of both father and 
mother, he humorouſly ſaid, “ it had nothing of 
the peer about it, notwithſtanding his good in- 
tentions.” The day was fi zed for the chriſtening, 
he was the principal ſponſor at the repeated 're- 
gueſt of Mr. Chve, and, with a heart-felt ſa- 
tisfaQion, beſtowed the fingle name of Spranger 
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upon the infant; this he accepted as the higheſt 
compliment imaginable, and for two or three days 
was not thoroughly pleaſed with any converſation, 
that did not in ſome reſpeQ allude to his Godſon 
Spranger. Soon after this event they began to think 
of reviſiting Ireland for the laſt time; the eſtate Mr. 
Clive had purchaſed in that kingdom was ſo much 
improved, that he had no doubt of diſpoſing. 
of it to very great advantage. Mrs. El- 
liot made one motion for the ladies to be left 
behind; but was immediately over- ruled by ſupe- 
nor authority, it not being lawful in the opinion 
of the head of this family to part man and wife. 
The dear pledge of their affection was to continue 
at its grand-papa's, which he ſaid was a ſufficient 
ſecurity for their making a quick return. Charlotte, 
notwithſtanding the danger ſhe had been expoſed | 
to in her firſt paſſage, could not be prevailed to 
forego her attachment to the fate of her brother 
and ſiſter, ſhe declared, they were all the world to 
her, and ſne would gladly encounter any difficul- 
ties, which they might be involved in. Mrs. 
Clive was truly ſenſible of Charlotte's affection, 
and ſaid,” without her company the journey would 
ſeem a weighty undertaking. | 
Having ſettled this point, I muſt defire leave 
to look back upon the colonel's lady, whom we 
muſt for a time call by the newly aſſumed name 
of Smith, This woman having wrote an e- 
piſtle to Mr. Clive, which will be communicated 
hereafter, diſpatched a porter with it to his houſe, 
who haſtily returned and informed her, that the 
family had ſailed that morning for England; 
her aſtoniſhment and mortification at this in- 
telligence is inconceivable, <* Fly back, ſaid ſhe 
eagerly toithe man, and enquire when they return.” 
The porter obeyed, and with great expedition and 5 
punQuality brought her word, that it was quite un- | 
Es certain, 
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certain, as Mrs. Clive's father was very ill and de- 


ſired to ſee her, either his death or recovery might 


'polſibly ſend them over, ſoon, 4s, they, pad left, ll 
their affairs unſettled, and were but indifferently 
prepared ſor a long ſtay. This account, in ſome 
meaſure, revived her, as ſhe hoped it would oc- 
eaſion only a month or two's delay to this pretty 
ſcheme: how to come off with the colonel ſhe was 
At lofs, but, having a fruitful invention, it occur- 
red to her, that ſhe could from. time to time 
Taiſe difficulties in the ſettling ber, affairs, thut 
might ſufficiently, amuſe him, and how to male 
ſome advantage of the intervening! period was the 
grand queſtion ? ſhe. could not live without an in- 
trigue; but the accompliſhment of ſuch a point, 
required her utmoſt ſkill to prevent detection; ſhe 
therefore reſolved upon a journey to Cork, where 
ſhe fell in with a Dublin trader from Briſtol, who 
freed her from all expences, and made - her.many 
handſome preſents: thus did this woman change 
one ſcene of iniquity. for another without the leaf 
compunction upon earth. Under various preter- 
ces the drew ber gallant into ſeveral Dublin jaunts; 
but her expectations were not anſwered in ob 
taining the ſatisfactory information ſhe ſought for. 
Rachel was left upon the ſpot, with orders 
frequently to reconnoitre the premiſſes, but as ſhe 
could neither write nor read, ſhe was but ill qu#- 
lified to act in the character of a ſpy ; but time, 
that infallible remedy for every evil, at laſt fe- 
ſtored this family to their former habitation in 
Stephen's-green, ypon. which intelligence, ſhe glad. 
Iy renounced her an and returned 
to a new lodging, provided for her by her bane 
maid, where ſhe paſſed a week without making an 
attempt to ſee Mr. Clive. Rachel Was commit 
doned to procure ſome acute fellow a porter, g 
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deliver the letter this wicked woman had elabo- 
| "ur .compoſed, and valued Welz not a nie up- 
It was ide en e eee 


| 5 anche. hy fab of 
7 « 8 1B, R, gh Yates TTY 
you have t cburage to venture, to ma a 
vifi this afternoon 10 Mrs, Hewlon's upon Or- 
mond Quay, you will, upon enquiring for an 
Engliſn lady, her lodger, be introduced to an old 
dre 6 nce; you may prepare for a ſurprize as 
perhaps 1 laſt perſon you would expe& to 
meet with in beer and ſhould take it as a favour 
if you would not mention the receipt of this note 
to any one, as it will be proper, you ſhould he 
able on . introducing. me to your friends to give 
me a name, and aſſign ſome reaſon, for my vi- 


if you fail either this appointment, or complying 
with my requeſt; .. you. can fear nothing, as my 
hand denotes me to be a petticoat HR m_ 
dais A dee e ar 
43 : 5 
I am, ſir, 


+ ace as you behave, 
ine and and ſervant, 


Penelope. 8% 


This note was + ſent FA one o *clock, the hour 
Mr. Clive uſually dreſſed at, the ladies happened 
to be out upon @ morning viſit: the porter was 
ordered to ſay, if any queſtions were aſked, that 
be received it from 2 very bandſome lady juſt 
mived from England. Mr. Clive was exceeding- 
ly puzzled to gueſs who it could be that could 
eng bim ſo romantic and myſterious - he 


ſiting this kingdom, In ſhort, at your peril be it, 


13 EE Lani Fu | . 
„ The DIP E os 
(the porter had been ſent off by the ſervant, be. 
fore he could undergo an examination.) He read 
it over ſeveral times, without being able to form 


"cate, the expreſſions uncommon'? thall I, or ſhall 
1 not, indulge my. curioſity in viſiting this fair 


vity ? her lure is not caſt out upon a proper ob- 


the ſnares of the wanton, and as a married man, 
'F have ever ſhuddered at the bare thought of x 
| uu z and to keep me ſtedfaft in the right path, 
have om 
ment of mind and perſon? Yes, my heart hal 
| ſooner ceaſe to beat than prove unfaithful to her, 
Thus armed I bid defiance to every female wile. ic 


have his eompany. | This chance was the ſource f 


had the peruſal of theſe artful lines; which prove 
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the leaſt conjecture of the author; what can it 
mean, ſaid he, to himſelf, the writing, is deli 


incognito? no bad conſequence can attend it; am 
T not maſter of my own actions, if ſhe be a wal. 
ton, and certainly her ſtile is not free from le- 


je, for, whilſt ſingle, T was ever proof againſ 


ene, wand np mp way RN ow co OL. _ L  _ _T 


not a wife poſſeſſed of every accompliſt- 


. 


Wüst Mr. Clive was thus deliberating wit 
reſpect to his determination, he received a meſſage i 
from his wife and ſiſter, that the lady at whole fi 
houſe they were had prevailed upon them to take ſu 


a friendly dinner in their morning dreſſes, as the) tu 


underſtood, if they came home, they ſhould noi? 


many evils to this amiable family; for had MrgiJ'"t 
Clive and her ſiſter returned, according to thei 
uſual cuſtom to dreſs, they would certainly hait 


a ſtumbling block to the unwary, and in the pal! 
of gallantry inexperienced. Mr. Clive, who, afte 
having performed his dinner engagement, yieſe 
to the impulſes of his curiofity, and ſought i 
dwelling of this ſorcereſs: He was ſoon dire@ 
to the houſe, and knocking at the door pleaſed hin 
ſelf not a little with the thought of 3 
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ſemale ſhallow plot, or meeting with an agreeable - 


acquaintance z but was for once led out of his 
depth; a ſervant opening the door, he enquired if 
an Engliſh lady newly arrived did not lodge there, 
and was anſwered in the affirmative, and deſired. 
to walk in. Pleaſe to acquaint that lady, ſaid 
he to the ſervant, that a gentleman is below who 
waits upon her, in conſequence. of a letter be re- 
ceived this morning.” The boy inſtantly vaniſh. 
ed, and, returning haſtily, deſired the gentleman _ 
to walk up into the dining room: Mrs. Smith im- 
mediately entered from her toilet, where ſhe had 
exhauſted her invention, in endeavouring to ap- 
pear pleaſing ; but, upon caſting her fine eyes upon 
the gentleman, ſhe ſtarted with an affected ſurprize, 
that ſhe had practiſed with aſſiduity in order to 
perform to perfection. O heavens! cried ſhe, 
fir, you did not receive a letter from me. © Ma- 
dam, replied Mr, Clive, bowing reſpectfully, Iam 
ſorry I have ſurprized you, but it is indeed by 
your own appointment I take the liberty of 
waiting upon you, there is no miſtake I am con- 
fident,. taking the letter out of his pocket, in the _ 
ſuperſcription,” - ** It mortifies me greatly, fir, re- 
turned ſne, with an air moſt aptly adapted to her 
expreſſions, to think what a ied, light I muſt. 
appear in to you, that familiar epiſtle was indeed 
intended for a gentleman of the name of Clive, 
but yery different to you in perſon, though ſome- 
thing like vou; but I hope you will pardon the 
trouble J have innocently occaſioned you, and re- 
urn me the letter.” Mr. Clive began to conceive. 
a very decent opinion of her, as her appearance 
vas all modeſty and ſincerity, the miſtake he 
ancied was apparent, and he anſwered with 
peat politeneſs, and ſome little gaiety, There, 
madam, you muſt excuſe me, I will, with your 
emiſſion, retain it until 1 have an opportunity of 
| | delivering 
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dellyering it to the very gentleman 1 find it Wis IM © 
intended for, he is both my name-ſake and firſt 
couſin, and if you will favour me with any com- 6 
mands as his deputy, I ſhall enjoy the double ſa- | 
tisfaction of obliging him and rendering myſelf 
ſerviceable to you.” Mrs. Smith, affeQing to be 
under much perplexity replied, © I really find myſelf c 
ſo far entangled by my frolic as to be in a manner 
inexcuſable, unleſs J aſſign a reaſon for my pro- 0 
ceedings. Know then, ſir, that I am wife to an 
Eiaſt- India captain, who is now at Madras, your .) 
couſin is his intimate friend and acquaintance, ˖ 
and as ſome particular buſineſs brought me to d 
this city, I was confident, that my applying to ill C 
him for his aſſiſtance in the tranſaction of it, and t 
engaging nr for my gallant to the public places, a 
I ſhould oblige both my huſband and your rela- 
tion. I have ſpent theſe laſt four years in York- ſ 


ſhire, and did not continue an hour in London, V 
ſo that upon being informed that your name was h 
Francis Clive, I concluded you were my huſband's C: 


friend ſettled in this country, and promiſed myſelf IM =* 
much innocent diverfion at his ſurprize at finding IM i 
me his challenger.” Mr. Clive conſidered this as 00 
a humorous adventure, and, without heſitation re- 
plied, 1 am vaſtly. pleaſed, madam, with this Il it 
| accident, and beg Ye u will immediately accept of th 
I my houſe during your continuance in Ireland, my ſu 
wife, I am certain, will take a pleaſure in render- 
ing the place agreeable to you. I will bring her fir 


to give you an invitation, and join in laughing fo 
at the odd chance that has brought us acquainted.” ba 
| This was by no means Mrs. Smith's ſcheme, and th 
required a maſterly ſtroke to get clear of ; but her. T 
aſſurance was equal to every attempt, and ſhe re- be 
plied with great ſeriouſneſs; by no means, fir, We 


I have often heard that Dublin is notorious for.cen- far 
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with the ſame candour you are pleaſed to do, and 


thoſe civilities you teach me to expect from you.“ 
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ſure and ſuſpicion, perhaps every perſon, continu- 
ed this artful woman, would not behold this affair 


[| ſhould die with mortification, if only the leaſt 
ſprinkling of ſcandal was to be caſt upon my re- 

pitation: a married woman, fir, ought to be trebly 
circumſpect in her conduct, as the venom often 
lodges' with the huſband, though expelled the breaſt. 
of every other creature. I muſt therefore intreat 
you would let the knowledge of my folly reſt with 
you, and leave the commencement of our acquain- 
tance to ſome future day, and more proper acci- 
dent than has now brought us together.” Mr. 
Clive, though he really wiſhed her to accept of 
the offer he had made her upon his couſin Frank's: 
account, yet was prevailed upon to yield to her 
earneſt requeſt, and only faid, © you would no 
ſooner ſee my wife, madam, than your objeQions _ 
would be removed; for it is not only the partial 
huſband, but all the world acknowledges her to be 
candour itſelf ; ſhe defpiſes the inquiſitive heads, 
and malicious hearts of thoſe, that are ever ſeek- 
ing for, and aſſigning harſh motives and reaſons 
for the conduct of her ſex.” Mrs. Smith found 
herſelf hurt by this encomium upon his wife, as 
it ſeemed to throw her at a great diſtance, and 
threaten her charms with a total neglect, but 
ſuppreſſing her mortifying and peeviſh refleQions, 
ſhe replied, * I'doubt not the virtues of your lady, 
fir, but IJ will not conſent to be expoſed, there- 
fore ſhall conſider your compliance with this, per- 
haps, particularity of my humour, as the teſt of 


This plea was unanſwerable. Mr. Clive thought 
her delicacy rather ſtrained, but yet he believed it 
was delicacy, and' refolved not to prefs her any 
farther, and only returned, I ſubmit it to your 
| | pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, madam, and am ſorry I urged my requeſt 
ſo far, but it proceeded from my deſire of your 
receiving at my houſe, better accommodations 
than you can poſlibly meet with in a lodging; I 
have an appointment at ſeven o'clock, (looking 

upon his watch) therefore wiſh you a good even- 
ing, madam, and ſhall live in hopes of having 
ſoon the pleaſure of ranking you amongſt the num- 
ber of my friends, as I ſhall ever eſteem thoſe 
that are friends to my couſin Frank.” Mrs. Smith 
was now driven to her laſt ſhift ; her fate with re- 
ſpect to Mr. Clive was wound up to its criſis, and 
now or never ſhe muſt make a bold ſtroke to obtain 
a promiſe of a ſecond viſit, or give him up intire- 
ly, but ſhe was hackneyed in deceitful practice, 
and with a well diſſembled confuſion, thus tried her 
laſt chance. I wiſh, ſir, heſitating as ſhe ſpoke, 
it were poſſible (conſiſtently with decorum) for me 
ſoon again to have the pleaſure of ſęeing you; 1 
indeed can apprehend neither impropriety nor miſ- 
conſtruction from ſuch a gentleman as you, but! 
fear the world. I know not what I would fay, I 


ama ſtranger in Dublin, have much buſineſs to | 
tranſact, and no friend to adviſe with, nay all | 
theſe diſagreeable things, aggravated by the diſ- 


appointment, I have this day met with from the 
pleaſing deception of your name, had you but been 
my huſband's friend.“ | 5 
Mr. Clive was really concerned for her, ſhe 
aQed her part ſo judiciouſly, and ſaid, with no leſs 
earneſtneſs than ſincerity, © he could not, madam, 
have rendered you any Civics with more real wil 


lingneſs and pleaſure than I ſhould, if you did not, 
from too nice a ſenſe of delicacy, put it out of 
my power; my houſe, my wife and myſelf, you 
may command if it pleaſes you, but fearful of in- 

| -.. creaſing 


»»»» x 9 Os a. oat rn. 


28 ; 2 ; * 


Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 121 
creafing her uneafineſs; he added, but be it as to you 
ſeems beſt. Mrs. Smitli appeared ſenſible of his 
extream obligingneſs, and reſumed a greater de- 
gree of chearfulneſs, and faid; well, fir, grant me 
then this one indulgence; let this rencounter remain 

a ſetret, at eaſt! for ſome ſhort time, I will weigh 
the conſequences more minutely, and if you will do 
me the favour to call upon me in à day or two, 

[ will in the interim determine what ſtep to take, 
and wilt then take the liberty of aequainting you 
with it, and think myſelf much indebted toyou for 


. your politeneſs, and condeſcenſion; I heartily wiſh 


you a good evening, and hopel may expect to ſee 
you again. Mr. Clive; taking his leave, ſaid, ma- 
dam, you mày depend upon ſeeing me, nor ſhall 
you haue teaſon to think that curioſity alone could 
engage my attendan ce. 


So ſoon as hie had left her, ſhe called Rachel; 


tell mei ſald ſhe, did you obſerve the inſenſible; 


he is much more agreeadle in his perſon than my 
fine Mr. Clive ; his behavieur exaQly anſwers 
that baſe män's deſcriptien of him; how little 
does he imägine that Lbave made fuch- a bold 
advance "towards his puniſhment: thus far, conti- 
nued ſhe -exwltingly, we ſail before the wind, but 
I had Amòſt betrayed myſelf ſeveral times, would 
you believe it, the good ſoul wanted to take us 
home to his doating piece, his curious wife; we 
ſhould have made fine work of it then indeed: no 
prying wives for us, dur deſigns will not bear ſo 
in& u ſcrutiny. I have now a new ſpur to my re- 
venge on this family, beſides the uſage I received 
fröm that vile Frank, humbling this haughty, le- 
gil 'miſtreſs; with whoſe great merit her fond 
hufband officiouſly wounded my ears; ſhe ſhall find 


the Bands of wedlock but cobweb holds againſt my IM 
antifice: What à field for invention and ſtratagem 9 
Vor. I. F | | have [4 


nuity its full ſcope, nor «ſtap, but at my own, or 
tinued ſhe, and move with the utmoſt circumſpec- 


The humble confidant begged to know how ſhe 


ſome advance, or throwing up my chance fo 


joy, was an inſufferable impediment; and I was 
ſon, and. wiſh 10 cultivate an acquaintance. with 
| done fo, and were you not, aſſured; of his being 


Mrs. Smith, you are miſtaken, my heart is fo far 
maſculine as to deſpiſe an eaſy conqueſt; I myſelf 
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his deſtruction. We muſt be retired, Rachel, con- 


tion, as on this caſt depends; our future fortune.“ 


gained ſo far upon him, as to obtain a ſecond, viſit, 
to which this hardened wretch replied; I' tell 
thee all, my faithful and conſtant aſſiſtant. 
Vas reduced to the abſolute neceſſity of . | 
ever; 
and in order to extort an offer from him of future 
attendance, I diſſembled fears and apprehenſions 
innumerable, and drove him ſo cloſe, as I flattered 
myſelf that good manners alone muſt have, mould- 
ed him to my purpoſe, but all in vain; a reſpect on 
his part, which only that being a wife could en- 


in direct terms obliged to aſk the favour of his 
company; ** why, madam, returned Rachel, he 


muſt. be. ſtupid, not to che ſtruck with your per- 
you 241 am ſure, as wiſe men as he gan be, have 1 


rich, be, would mot be worth your; maucer! aftef 
ſuch ſlighting behaviour.) ** O ! Rachel, replied | 


fell from an eminence, and ever ſince, I became 
the prey of one man, have conſidered all, the. 
ſex as prey for me. Frank. Clive has not my ies! 
duQion to anſwer for, it is true, but his manner 
of caſting me off, upon a trifling detection befoce, 
my deſigns upon him were half accompliſhed, has 
dug the pit for his beloved couſin. I am ſenſible. 
the ruin of this relation will wound him desper, 
than any other ſtroke of fate or fortune, 4 he has 
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an uncommon affeQion for, and great opinion of 

him. This man's fall will ſwell my triumph be- 

yond any thing I ever met with, and his remorſe 

and ſufferings will be grateful to my ears: I'll gall 

him to the ſoul, but ſuch is the injuſtice” of the 

world, he cannot feel ithöe miſery that I have; but 

now 1 have a refuge, the arms of Colonel Big - 

worth will be open to receive me, if I can but 
make a purſe to anſwer the great r _ 
have given him; but, Rachel, 1 find my ſpirits | 
begin to droop, fetch me my friendly cordial that 

will. reſtore me to ere t wag then we wil 

form new ſchemeꝛs. 

Mr. Clive was not ed ſatisfied Or his 
conduct, he began to feel ſore qualms for having 

ſought this woman out before: he had communicat- 

ed this curious letter to his wife and filter, that he 

I might have had the fanction of their conſent ; his 

£14 evi] genius ſuggeſted to him that perhaps Mrs. 
Cue, — and candid as ſhe herſelf was, 
might b: alzrmed at this fuſt flep of curioſity 

5 taken without her knowledge, and f ſtrongly did 


8 this unhappy apprehenſton prevail in his mind, a8 

Fr to determine him never to reveal it, unleſs upon 

[1 her being introduced, ſhe ſhould expreſs ſuch par- = 
; ticular approbation as to encourage him to lay e- = 
f very thing before her. He had taken this fatal ³ü 
4] reſolution before the ladies returned, who attacked 

> him with twenty - interrogatories both cuſtol 

* and natural, why they had not had his company 

'Y to tea? his own conciouſneſs embarzaſſed | and per- 

e plexed him, and he ſhuffled and cut ſo much in 

"8 his excuſes, that to any other eyes than theirs 

e would have rendered him ſuſpicious; but it was all 

„ - agreeable-to them, and matter for raillery, and ſo 
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- openneſs of heart, and attachment to her, that 

not even a ſuper-natural inſormation would have 
+ been conſidered by her as any other than a delufion ; 

thus one part deceived; and the other : deceiving : 

their domeſtie happineſs remained for a long time 


received more ſev ere 1 
In two days Mr. Clive began to think of per- 
forming his promiſe to Mrs. Smith, perhaps, ſaid 
he, my delay may put her to ſome inconvenience 
in her affairs at leaſt; I am bound in honour to 
ſhew her ſome civility on my couſin's account, who 
I am certain would not have been equally remiſs 
to a friend of mine. With theſe: fentiments, he 
left his own hqauſe, intending to make her a ſhort 
morning viſit, ſhe received him with viſible ſatiſ- 
faction, and took care to be perfectly prepared both 
in her dreſs and apartment: Can you forgive 
me, ſir, ſaid ſhe, if I acknowledge, I have ex- 
perienced ſame little apprehenſions, left I fhould 


TLour ſuſpicions, + madam, returned Mr. Clive, 
were not kind, and I hope you are now convinced 
they were void of foundation; how could you 
imagine 1 ſnhould preſume to diſappoint you? you 


and relations; beſides you, ſir, zre ſo happy in a 
lady that it muſt be laying a great conſtraint upon 


fo ſhort a time, was my heart capable of enyy 
the would certainly be the object of it.“ I hope, 
madam, returned Mr. live, that yen are hleſſed 
with an huſband as ſenſible of :your merit, a8 1 
profeſs myſelf to be of my wife's; bur it would be 
- acknowledging myſelf blind not to perceive what is 
| .._ _ conſpicuous 


1 
7 TS dd 


unſhaken, only to render the ſhock when it was 


never. have hed the pleaſure of fering you more, 


muſt excuſe my weakneſs; replied the deep de- 
ſigner, [was a little low 'fpirited from finding my- 
ſelf in a ſtrange! country, deſtitute of bothifriends 


vourſelf to be abſent from her, though for ever 
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conſpicuous to the whole world: Mrs. Smith was 
ſtung to the quick at this reply, and with difficulty 
reſtrained herſelf from diſcovering; her extreme mor- 
tification, at his inſenſibility with reſpect to her ae- 
compliſhments,. and unſeaſonable commendations 


of his wife; ſhe: could not, in ſpite of all her arti- 
fice, forbear ſaying, with a ſort of peeviſh accent, 


te you are unfaſhionably fond of your lady, fir, were 
you to make ſuch a: declaration amongſt the lively 
London ſparks, they would baniſh you from their 
ſociety. Mr. Clive did not approve of this ſpeech, 


therefore intending to rebuke her ill-· timed obferva- 


tion, replied, with a careleſs air, “ from the - 
bundance of the heart, madam, we are too apt to 
ſpeak:ꝰ but reſumed he with more ſeriouſneſs, Lal- 
ways look upon myſelf as ſecure from either ridi- 
cule of. contempt, when J ſuffer my fondneſs for 


my wife to overflow only in the company of her 


own-ſex z ſure it is no bad compliment to one 


lady for me to acknowledge that my affection: ac. 


engaged, and my good opinion of the whole ſpe- 
cies/enlarged and heightened by the conduct of her 


to whom I have folemnly devoted my whole life.“ 


This was cutting with ſeverity, and Mrs. Smith 
felt all the meaning of his expreſſions; ſhe deſpiſed 
him, curſed his wife, and reſolved to entangle him, 
in one ſhort refleQion; but to' conceal her cha- 
grin, ſhe ſaid, ſuppoſe we call another cauſe, for 
we abſolutely grow ſerious: I hope, fir, you have 
not betrayed me to any one,” I ü give you my 
honour, replied Mr. Clive, I have not, and fo ſeru- 
pulouſly have I obſerved your injunQions, as to 


have ſacrificed my veracity in ſome trivial points 
re- 


to preſerve my truſt inviolate.”” This anfwer 7 


ſtored: Mrs. Smith's ' countenance to all its former 


graces and beauty; ſhe confidered the gaining of 


this point as a conſiderable acquiſition; * T'think 


myſelf 
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myſelf greatly obliged, ſaid ſhe, by this compliance 
with my requeſt, and am concerned that I am con- 
- fined to bare expreſſions only, but hereafter, per- 
| haps, I may have the power of / convincing you, 
that you have a grateful mind to deal with.“ This 
female Proteus then entered into a detail of the na- 
ture of her buſineſs, which was the recovery ſhe 
ſaid of ſome very conſiderable ſums, in which ſe- 
veral of the Dublin merchants were indebted to 
her huſband ; ſhe had a letter of attorney, ſhe ſaid, 
to authorize her claim, and ſeveral  recommenda- 
tory ones to indemnify her perſon; begged he would 
give her down the names of the moſt able counſel, 
that ſhe might have the advantage of her adverſa- 
ries, in tendering a retaining fee; added, that ſhe 

waited for ſome bills of exchange from England, 


and then ſhould begin the proſecution, unleſs they | 
were willing to comply with the terms ſhe: had to 


propoſe. The deluded Mr. Clive recommended her 
in particular to one eminent profeſſor in the lau, 
at whoſe houſe, him̃ſelf and family frequentiy vi- 
ſited. Then, ſaid he, madam, we ſhall by that 
means have the pleaſure of cultivating an acquain- 
tance with you, which will put a period to every 
_ clandeſtine proceeding.” Mrs. Smith was much 
Pleaſed with the method he preſcribed, but ſaid, 
e ſhe muſt beg of him to look in upon her once or 
twice in the interim, as ſhe ſhould be glad to have 
his opinion of her pretenſions, before ſhe made 
any application to gentlemen, with whom it is 
well known to be a common practice to undertake 

any cauſe that could be warmly ſupported. T bis 
he thought a prudent precaution, and ſteadily pro- 
miſed his attendance and beſt advice. Upon this 
.. conclufign they parted, and he found his mind 
much relieved by the near proſpect of his wife and 
ade partakng of bis . 1 


* 


an Iriſh brother or ſiſter, for he liked a family 


ſhould be of the ſame country. Mr. Elliot had not 
been attacked by any return of his diſorder. Mr. 
and Mrs. Seymour mentioned them often, and join- 
ed in requeſting diſpatch in the ſettling their affairs, 
and that Charlotte might prove a ſpur to their 
induſtry, ſhe was threatened to be condemned to a 
ſtate of perpetual virginity, if ſhe did not appear 
at Spranger-Hall within four months from the 


date of that epiſtle. Thus was their minds re- 


lieved of every anxiety paternal, filial and friendly, 
and they were ready to promiſe themſelves many 


happy days : but ſuch is the life of man, that fre- 
quently a dead calm is only a prelude to a ſtorm, 


and that we are-never in ſo much danger, as when 


ſeemingly ſurrounded with fortune's favours ; for 


ſuddenly ſhe gives her wheel a contrary turn, which 


if not totally, at leaſt in great meaſure, and for a 
long continuance, cruſhes all 'our blooming hopes : 
we are liable to be entangled in the maze of cala- 
mity, notwithſtanding' we endeavour and in appear- 
ance purſue a ſteady path. How infinitely then muſt 


our ſufferings be aggravated, when we have the 
mortifying reflection, that we will fully ſtep aſide, 


and expoſe our heads to an impending deſtruction, 
which would have paſſed by us, if we had but ad- 
hered to Ummon road; the rock, on which 
the barmony' of this family ſplit, was not a 
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They had now been only one fortnight in Ire- 
land, yet a letter full of earneſt intreaties for a 
ſpeedy return reached, ſubſcribed with the three 
ſeveral names of John and Charlotte Elliot and 
George Spranger; they had a very pleaſing ac- 
count of their little ſon's advancement, and Mr. 
Spranger, deſired ſhe would not preſent him with 
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128 THE LIFE or, &c. 
Mr. Clive wandered from one place or track to an- 
other, until he was ſo far advanced to the brink of 
the precipice as not to be able to recover himſelf, 
all which might have been avoided, by acting up 
to that laudable ingenuouſneſs by which he obtain- 
ed his friends, his fortune, and his wife. Let his 
misfortunes, the conſequenee of his miſcondudt, 
prove a leſſon of inſtruction and caution to the 
young mind, and never loſe ſight of that excellent 
admonition in holy writ, by which we are forbid 
to do evil that good may come of it, but patient- 
ly ſubmit the diſpoſition of every event to that be- 
ing, in whoſe hand are both the preſent, paſt and 
future, and by whom every ſeeming accidental con- 
tingencies, are regulated and appointed with the 
niceſ ſt order. R 1 e ed 
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